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THE SEASON OF EASTER. 



And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the 
earth, they said unto them. Why seek ye the livinjg; amoug the 
dead? He is not here, but is risen.*'— 5^. Luke zxiv. 5, 6. 

Thou art the sun of other days, 
They shine by giving back thy rays ; 
Enthroned in thy sovereign sphere, 
Thou shedd'st thy light on all the year ; 

Sundays by thee more glorious break, 
An Easter-day in every week : 
And week-days, following in their train, 
The fulness of thj blessing gain ; 

Till all, both resting and employ, 
fie one Lord's day of holy joy. 
Then wake, my soul, to high desires. 
And earlier light thine altar-Ares. 

Our crown, our treasure is not here, 
'Tis stor'd above the highest sphere : 
We watch not now the Ufeless stone ; 
Our only Lord is risen and gone. 

Yet even the lifeless stone is dear 
For thoughts of Him Who late lay here ; 
And the base world, now Christ l\A.t.b.^^> 
Ennobled is and glori&ed. 
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No more a charnel-house, to fence 
The relics of lost innocence, 
A vault of ruin and decay ; — 
Til' imprisoning stone is rolled away : 

'Tis now a cell, where angels use 
To come and go with heavenly news, 
And in the ears of mourners say, 
" Come, see the place where Jesus lay : 



»» 



'Tis now a fane, where love can find 
Christ every where embalm'd and shrin'd ; 
Aye gathering up memorials sweet, 
Where'er she sets her duteous feet. 

Oh ! joy to Mary first allowed. 
When rous'd from weeping o'er His shroud, 
3y His own calm, soul-soothing tone. 
Breathing her name, as still His own. 

Joy to the faithful three renew'd. 
As their glad errand they pursued ! 
Happy, who so Christ's word convey. 
That He may meet them on their way ! 

So is it still : to holy tears. 
In lonely hours, Christ risen appears ; 
In social hours, who Christ would see 
Must turn all tasks to charity. 



O blessed Day of the Resurrection, which of old 
times was called the Queen of Festivals, and raised 
among Christians an anxious, nay contentious, di- 
ligence duly to honour it I Blessed dav, once only 
passed in sorrow, when the Lord actually rose, and 
the disciples believed not ; but ever since a day of 
joy to the faith and love of the Church ! 

In ancient times. Christians all over the world 
began it with a morning salutation. Each man said 
to his neighbour, ** Christ is risen ;' and his neigh- 
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bour answered him, "Christ is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared unto Simon ;" even to Simon, the 
coward disciple who denied Him thrice, Christ is 
risen ; even to us, who long ago vowed to obey 
Him, and have yet so often denied Him before 
men, so often taken part with sin, and followed 
the world, when Christ called us another way. 

" Christ is risen again, and hath appeared to 
Simon I" to Simon Peter, the favoured Apostle, 
on whom the Church is built, Christ has appeared. 
He has appeared to His holy Church first of all, 
and in the Church He dispenses blessings such as 
the world knows not of. Blessed are they, if they 
knew their blessedness, who are allowed, as we 
are, week after week, and festival after festival, to 
seek and find in that holy Church the Saviour of 
their souls I Blessed are they beyond language 
or thought, to whom it is vouchsafed to receive 
those tokens of His love, which cannot otherwise 
be gained by man, the pledges and means of His 
special presence, in the sacrament of His Supper; 
who are allowed to eat and drink the food of im- 
mortality, and receive life from the bleeding side 
of the Son of God I 
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'Services for Easter Sunday, 

^fSComing ItMf^ni^ Exodus xii.; Romans vi. 

ffibming SeiS^nfonie;, Exodus xiv. ; Acts ii. from 
ver. 22. 

eptsItU, Col. iii. 1. 

^oslpel, St. John XX. 1. 

^^oriiing 39^almi^, ii. vii. cxi. 

(Cbemns ^lelalmsli cxiii. cxiv. cxviii. 

C^e Collect. — Almighty God, Who through 
Thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast over- 
come death, and opened unto us the gate of ever- 
lasting life ; we humbly beseech Thee, that, as by 
Thy special grace preventing us Thou dost put 
into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual 
help we may bring the same to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. A men. 

This is the highest of all feasts. This day Christ 
opened to us the door of life, being the first-fruits 
of those that rose from the dead; Whose resur- 
rection was our life, for He rose again '* for our 
justification." 

Instead of the usual invitation, '* O come, let us 
sing unto the Lord,'' holy Church uses special 
hymns or anthems concerning Christ*s resurrec- 
tion. Having kept company with the Apostles 
and first believers, in standing by the cross weep- 
ing upon Good Friday, and kept a fast upon the 
Saturday following to comply with the Apostles 
and Catholic Church, who were that day sad and 
p(Mi8ive, because their Lord was taken away from 
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them, we are directed this day to rejoice with 
them for the rising again of our Lord, and to ex- 
press our joy in the same words that they then 
did, and the Church ever since hath done, ** Christ 
is risen,'' the usual morning salutation this day all 
the Church over. 

Holy Church's aim is in all these chief days to 
represent as full as may be the very business of 
the day, and to put us into the same holy aflPec- 
tions that the Apostles and other Christians were 
when they were first done ; she represents Christ 
bom at Christmas, and would have us so affected 
that day yearly, as the first believers were at the 
first tidings delivered by the Angel. So at His 
Passion she would have us so affected with sor- 
row, as they were that stood by the cross. And 
now, at His resurrection, she desires so to repre- 
sent it to us, as may put us into the same rejoicing 
that those dejected Christians were, when the 
Angel told them, " He is not here, but is risen." 
Holy Church supposes us to have fasted and wept 
on Good Friday and the day following, because 
our Lord was taken away, according to that say- 
ing of our Saviour, *' The time shall come that the 
Bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days ;" and now calls 
upon us to weep no more, for " Christ is risen." 
And that she may keep time also with the first 
tidings of the resurrection, she observes the An- 
gel's direction to the women, *' Go quickly and 
tell His disciples that He is risen." Supposing us 
as eager of the joyful news as they were, she with- 
holds not the joy, but tells us " Christ is risen." 

Proper Psalms at MoRisw^o %x^ w* vnvs.*^^kv 
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The first of these is a triumphant song for 
Christ's victory over all His enemies that so fu- 
riously raged against Him. " Yet have I set My 
King upon My holy hiil of Sion/' Notwithstand- 
ing all the fury of His enemies that persecuted 
and murdered Him, ** yet have I set My King 
upon My holy hill of Sion," by His glorious re- 
surrection from the dead/' as it is explained Acts 
xiii. 33. 

Psalm lvii. is of the same nature. It mentions 
Christ's triumph over hell and death : '< My soul 
is among lions ;" and " the children of men have 
laid a net for My feet, and pressed down My soul," 
crucifying the Lord of glory ; but " God sent from 
heaven, and saved Him from" the lions, both devils 
and men, by a glorious resurrection. And there- 
fore He breaks forth, << Awake up, my glory ; 
awake, lute and harp: I myself will awake right 
early ; I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord I" 

Psalm cxi. is a psalm of thanksgiving for 
'^ marvellous works of redemption:" this of Christ's 
resurrection is the chief, and most worthy to be 
had in honour. And therefore^ though it be not 
set particularly for the resurrection, but may serve 
for any marvellous act of mercy, yet is it most fit 
for this dav and the work of this ; for amongst all 
the marvellous works of redemption, this of Christ's 
resurrection is the chief, and most worthy by us 
to be had in honour. For << if Christ be not risen, 
we are yet in our sins," we are utterly lost. But 
" Christ is risen ;" << the merciful and gracious 
Lord hath so done His marvellous work" of Christ's 
resurrection, that it *^ ought to be had in remem- 
brance." For which holy Church teaches us to 
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sing, as we are bound, '' I will give thanks unto 
the Lord with my whole heart, secretly among the 
faitliful, and in the congregation." 

Evening Psalms are cxiii. cxiv. cxviii. 

The first is a Psalm of thanksgiving, especially 
for raising up Christ, " taking Him out of the 
dust, and lifting Him out of the mire, to set Him 
with the princes ;" when " He raised Him from 
the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all principalities 
and powers, and might and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come." 

Psalm cxviii. is (part of it at least) of Christ's 
resurrection, as it is expounded ; " the stone 
which the builders refused, is become the head 
of the corner" this day. And therefore " this is 
the day which the Lord hath made ; we will re- 
joice and be glad in it." 

Psalm cxiv. may seem at first sight not so 
applicable to Christ's resurrection ; for it is a 
thanksgiving for the Jews' deliverance out of 
^?ypt' Yet notwithstanding, if we look well into 
it, we shall find it proper enough for the day. 
For as the Apostle teaches us, '^ all things happen- 
ed to them in types and figures ;" not only words 
but actions were typical. Egypt was a type of 
hell, and their captivity there a type of our cap- 
tivity under sin and the devil ; their deliverance 
from thence, a type and figure of our deliverance 
from hell ; and that which the Psalmist here 
gives thanks for as past, in the history, is under- 
stood to be meant as much or more in the ^^^^ 
phecy of Christ's redemption ot Wva Okv«^ ^^^ 
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true Israelites, ''that walk in the steps of the 
faith of our father Abraham") from sin and hell 
by the power of His glorious resurrection this day. 

The first fiSloxnini %tlision is Exod. xii., in 
which is mentioned the institution of the Passover, 
proper for this day, the Feast of the Passover ; 
for as St. Augustine observes, '' we do in this 
feast not only call to mind the history of our .Sa- 
viour's resurrection, but abo celebrate the mystery 
of ours." That as Christ this day rose again from 
death to life, so by Christ and the virtue of His 
resurrection shall we be made alive, and rise from 
death to life eternal. Christ is therefore our true 
Passover, whereof the other was a type. The 
Lesson, then, is proper for the day. 

So is the first lEbmins ItHion (Exod. xiv.), 
for it is concerning the Israelites' deliverance out 
of Egypt, a type of our deliverance from hell this 
day by Christ's glorious resurrection. As that 
day Israel saw that great work which the Lord 
did upon Egypt; so this day we see the great 
conquest over hell and death finished, by Christ's 
triumphant resurrection from the dead. 



'' Blessed are they that mourn," said our blessed 
Lord, « for they shall be comforted." « They that 
sow in tears," said the Psalmist, "shall reap in 
joy." ''Heaviness may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning." Never were these 
divine sayings so fully made good, as in that glo- 
rious morning which we now commemorate, when 
the deepest sorrow was changed into the highest 
joy, by the triumphant resurrection of Christ from 
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the dead. This is a day to be had in everlasting 
remembrance; a day which was first observed by 
the Apostles, and shall continue to be the yearly 
festival of our Lord's resurrection, as Sunday is 
the weekly, to the end of the world. They began 
together, and shall end together, or rather shall 
pass into the endless festival of a joyful eternity, 
in raptures of praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
and is alive again, and liveth and reigneth for 
ever. 

<< I beheld,'' says St John, '< and I heard the 
voice of many Angels round about the throne, 
and the living creatures, and the elders; and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands ; saying 
with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever" (Rev. v. 11, 12, 13). With Angels, there- 
fore^ and Archangels, and all the company of hea- 
ven above, the Church below unites her voice, 
to praise and magnify her Redeemer, Who by 
His glorious victory reconciled all things in heaven 
and earth. 

" This day," says St Chrysostom, " is a day of 
rejoicing on earth, and it is a festival also in hea- 
ven. For if the conversion of one sinner gives 
the Angels joy, how much more exalted must tlv^ 
rejoicings be, when the whole \a xe^^xskfc^^xwsji.^^ 
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tyranny of the devil ? This," he adds, " is ^^ 
beloved and saving festival, the foundation o, 
our peace, the end of our differences, the destn/t?- 
tion of death, the ruin of the devil ; and now the 
Church was able to say, O death, where is thy 
sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ?'* Many 
and great are the titles of honour which antiquity 
has stamped upon this day. It is called by the 
early writers, <* the paschal joy, the bright and 
glorious day of Christ's rising from the dead, the 
noblest of the Christian solemnities, the holy and 
venerable day that brought life into the world, 
the queen of feasts, the greatest of all festivals, 
the highest of all Sundays, the day in which sal- 
vation was given to the world," with other like 
terms of distinction. 

The whole office appointed by the Church is 
fitted to celebrate this great blessing which has 
brought life out of death, and raises the devout 
soul into the highest strains of holy gladness, 
praise, and thanksgiving. At the same time, 
amidst our eucharistic joys and exaltations, the 
Church is careful to press upon our hearts the 
duty and necessity of conforming to our Saviour's 
death by dying to sin, and to His resurrection by 
rising with Him to righteousness. And thus the 
ancient Fathers exhorted their hearers to improve 
the mystery which they commemorated. '* Christ 
is risen from the dead, ' says St. Gregory Nazian- 
zen ; *^ rise ye with Him. Christ has resumed His 
body ; return to the state of happiness which you 
had forfeited. Christ has left the grave ; break 
the bonds of your sins. The gates of hell are 
broken ; death is conquered ; the old Adam is 
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destroyed, and the new Adam formed; be ye 
made new creatures in Christ" 

This is the temper of mind with which our 
Church, as did the ancient Church, requires us 
to celebrate the triumphant festival of Christ's 
resurrection. He, by His glorious victory, has 
completely conquered the devil, sin, and death, 
and delivered us from our ghostly enemies, who 
are infinitely more to be feared than were Pharaoh 
and his army ; but it is that we may serve Him 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
Him, all the days of our life. To this purpose we 
pray in the Collect^ that the good desires which 
His grace has put into our minds may produce 
good effects in our life and practice; and this 
again is strongly urged upon us by the second 
looming itnaon and the iEpt£ltle, which refer 
to the holy sacrament of Baptism, and shew us 
how it both signifies and works a death unto sin 
and a new birth unto righteousness. 

The history of the Passover, in the morning, 
leads us as a type directly to Christ, the pure and 
spotless Lamb, crucified and slain for us, and our 
redemption from sin and unrighteousness. He has 
fulfilled and abolished the Jewish Passover, and, 
in place of it, has instituted and commanded the 
life-giving memorial of all that He did and suffer- 
ed, in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. When 
He instituted it. He gave Himself to die for us, 
and He left it to His Church, thereby to shew 
forth His death and plead His merits for pardon, 
grace, and glory, till He shall come again to the 
general resurrection and final judgment. 

We must celebrate and keep t\\\s VAeeafe^ \tt>vs»- 

T 
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tery, the Christian sacrifice and Christian feast, 
by spiritually applying and performing the direc- 
tions which were given with regard to the Jewish. 
We must thoroughly purge out the old leaven of 
malice and wickedness, and in sincerity and truth, 
with humility and meekness, eat the heavenly 
bread ; having been first cleansed by Baptism, 
the Christian circumcision, and having by the 
bitter herbs of repentance corrected our daily 
errors. Our loins must be girded about, by re- 
straining and mortifying all inordinate affections ; 
our feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace ; with staves in our hands, as travelling 
pilgrims, who must ward off and watch against 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul : and we 
must not linger, but eat in haste, to hold on our 
way from Egypt, delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, and advancing with all speed in the 
way of holiness, to the promised land of heavenly 
rest and happiness. 

The blood of Christ has opened to us a way 
into the heavenly sanctuary, and He has appointed 
ministers and sacraments to conduct us thither, 
being Himself the eternal unchangeable High- 
priest over the house of God, Therefore let uf 
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance c 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an ev^ 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pur 
water; having kept our baptismal purity undeflled 
or having been cleansed from any stains, less o 
greater, by sincere repentance, in proportion U 
the guilt. 

So St Peter comforts the sorrowful and peni 
tent heart, stung with the sharp sense of sin, ' 
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the second Sbentng itHiion, in which we find 
him now undaunted in the profession of his Lord ; 
for on the very day of His resurrection, his gra- 
cious Lord appeared to him, healed his broken 
heart, and inspired him with holy zeal to publish 
the fulfilment and certain truth of the triumph 
over death which had been before foretold. That 
early in the morning He rose from the grave and 
overcame the power of the enemy, as Pharaoh 
and his forces were once drowned in the Red 
Sea. 

When we read in the Jfixit itiHott of that 
miraculous overthrow, and find in it a type of 
the overthrow of sin and deliverance from bond- 
age, we are reminded of that passage in the pro- 
phecy of Micah, " According to the days of thy 
coming out of the land of Egypt, will I shew un- 
to him marvellous things." Then, after making 
mention of the subduing of nations of enemies, 
the most marvellous of sdl deliverances follows in 
the address of praise to the Divine Deliverer, God 
our Saviour: "Who is a God like unto Thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans- 
gression of the remnant of His heritage? He 
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He de- 
lighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will 
have compassion upon us, and Thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 
Abraham, which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers 
from the days of old." This is the real mercy 
and truth, pardon and deliverance from the pun- 
ishment and power of sin, which the Church. 
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daily celebrates in hymns of praise; but on this 
high day with the most exalted strains of euclia- 
ristic joy. 

It is thus that jElfric, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, concludes a sermon which he preached on 
Easter-day in the year 996 : " This time is called 
in the Hebrew tongue Pasch, and in English 
Passover J because that upon this day the people 
of Israel passed from the land of Egypt through 
the Red Sea, from the bondage of Fharaoh to- 
wards the land of promise. So also did our Lord 
at this time depart (as saith St. John the Evan- 
gelist) from this world to His heavenly Father. 
And 80 we ought to follow our Head, and to go 
from the devil unto Christ; from this unstable 
world unto His stable kingdom. Howbeit, we 
should first, in this present life, depart from vice 
unto holy virtue ; from evil manners unto good : 
if we will, after this Lent life, go to that eternal 
life, and after our resurrection, to Christ. He will 
bring us unto His everlasting Father, Who gave 
Him unto death for our sins. To Him be honour, 
and praise of well-doing, world without end. 
Amen." 



Ci)e deaidon of (ttaiiUx. 

The quarter of the year from Ash Wednesday 
to Trinity Sunday may fittingly be called the sa- 
cramental season, as the se&son before it is the 
season of grace ; and as we are specially called in 
the Christmas season to sincerity of purpose, so 
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now we are called to faith. God does good to 
those who are good and true of heart, and He re- 
veals His mysteries to the believing. The heart 
is the good ground in which faith takes root; and 
the heavenly truths of the Gospel are like the 
dew, the sunshine, and the soft rain, which make 
the heavenly seed to grow. 

The great and mysterious gift of Christ's pre- 
sence, invisible to sense, laid hold on by faith, is 
brought to our minds at this season of the year. 
The promise was made, that a new time should 
begin, which is called in Scripture " a day of the 
Lord." We know how much is said in Scripture 
about the awfulness and graciousness of a day of 
the Lord, which seems to be a special time of 
visitation, grace, judgment, restoration, righteous- 
ness, and glory. 

Much is said concerning days of the Lord in 
the Old Testament In the beginning we read of 
those august days, seven in number, each perfect, 
perfect all together, in which all things were cre- 
ated, finished, blessed, acknowledged, approved by 
Almighty God. 

And all things will end with a day greater still, 
which will open with the coming of Christ from 
heaven, and the judgment. This is especially 
the day of the Lord, and will introduce an eternity 
of blessedness in God's presence for all believers. 

And another special day prophesied and ful- 
filled, is that long season which goes before the 
day of heaven, and prepares for it ; namely, the 
day of the Christian Church, the day of the gospel, 
the day of grace. This is a day much spokea 
of in the prophets, and it \* VVv^ ^-ajj ^i'^ ^\<NRisv 

T 2 
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our Saviour speaks to His disciples in the l€th 
chapter of St. John. Observe how solemn, hovr 
high a day it is : in His account of it He says, '* I 
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice ; 
and your joy no man taketh from you: and on 
that day ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in My name, He will give you. Hitherto have 
ye asked nothing in My name ; ask, and ye shall 

receive ; that your joy may be full At that 

day ye shall ask in My name, and I say not unto 
you that I will pray the Father for you ; for the 
Father Himself loveth you, because ye have loved 
Me, and have believed that I came out from God. 
I came forth from the Father, and am come into 
the world ; again, I leave the world, and go to the 
Father." 

The day, then, that dawned upon the Church 
at the resurrection, and beamed forth in full 
splendour at the ascension ; that day which has 
no setting, which will be not ended but absorbed 
in Christ's glorious appearance from heaven to 
destroy sin and death ; that day in which we are, 
is described in these words of Christ as a state of 
special divine manifestation, of special introduc- 
tion into the presence of God. 

" By Christ," says the Apostle, " we have access 
by faith into this grace wherein we stand." He 
'* hath raised us up together, and made us sit to- 
gether in heavenly places in Chrbt Jesus." ** Your 
Hfe is hid with Christ in God." " Our conversa- 
tion is in heaven, from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." " God, Who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
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hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." " As many as have been baptised 
into Christ have put on Christ." And our Lord 
says, <* I will love him, and will manifest Myself 
to him. • . . We will come unto him, and make Our 
abode with him.'' 

Thus we Christians stand in the courts of God 
Most High ; and, in one sense, see His face ; for 
He Who was once on earth has now departed 
from this visible world in a mysterious twofold 
way. He is both with His Father and in our 
hearts, thus making the Creator and His creatures 
one, according to His own words : ** I will not 
leave you comfortless ; I will come to you. Yet a 
little while, and the world seeth Me no more ; but 
ye see Me : because I live, ye shall live also. At 
that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, 
and ye in Me, and I in you" (Rom. v. 2; Eph. 
ii. 6 ; Col. iii. 3 ; Phil. iii. 20 ; 2 Cor. iv. 6 ; Gal. 
iii. 27 ; John xiv. 18-20, 21-23). 

After the resurrection, Christ began to be in 
that relation to His Church in which He is still ; 
and in the account of His appearances to His dis- 
ciples during the forty days before His ascension, 
He probably intended to intimate to us what His 
presence is with us now. Observe, then, the 
nature of His presence in the Church after His 
resurrection. It was this; that He came and went 
as He pleased ; that the fastened doors were no 
hindrance to His coming ; and that when He was 
present. His disciples did not, as a matter of 
course, know Him. 

St. Mark says He appeared to the tvi«^ dS&»£vs^v!9^ 
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who were going into the country to Emmaus *^ 
another formJ* St. Luke, who gives the accou 
more at length, says, that while He talked wi ^ 
them, their heart burned within them. And it 
worth remarking, that the two disciples do n^ 
seem to have been conscious of this at the tim^ 
but on looking back, they recollected that ^ 
having been, which did not strike them when i 
was, *< Did not," they say, ** did not our heart 
bum within us while He talked with us by the 
way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures ?'* 
But at the time their hearts seem to have been 
holden (if we may use the expression), as well as 
their eyes. 

Let us observe, too, when it was that their eyes 
were opened ; here we are suddenly introduced to 
the highest and most solemn ordinance of the 
Gospel; for it was when He consecrated and 
brake the bread, tliat their eyes were opened. He 
is known to be present only by faith ; He is not 
known by sight: He vanished from sight, that 
He might be present in a sacrament. 

Christ has promised that He will be with us to 
the end. Present, not only as He is God, but as 
the Christ, as God and man ; present with us not 
so as to be seen, but in our hearts and to our faith. 
And it is by the Holy Ghost that this gracious 
communion is effected. We see not Christ ; but 
we are to believe that we possess Him ; that we 
have been brought under the virtue of His heal- 
ing hand. His lif^-giving breath, the manna flow- 
ing from His lips, and the blood issuing from His 
side. And hereafter, on looking back, we shall 
be conscious that we have been thus favoured. 
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Such is the day of the Lord, in which we find 
ourselves, as if in fulfilment of the words of the 
prophet, '* The Lord my God shall come, and all 
the saints with Thee. And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor 
dark ; but it shall be one day which shall be known 
to the Lord ; not day, nor night ; but it shall come 
to pass that at evening time it shall be light*' 
(Zech. xiv. 5-7). Nay, even before the end comes, 
Christians, on looking back on years past, will 
feel, at least in a degree, that Christ has been 
with them, though they knew it not, only be- 
lieved it, at the time. 

Let a person, who trusts he is on the whole 
serving God acceptably, look back upon his past 
life, and he will find how important were moments 
and acts which at the time seemed most indif- 
ferent; as, for instance, the school he was sent 
to as a child; the occasion of his falling in with 
those persons who have most benefited him ; the 
accidents which determined his calling or pro- 
spects, whatever they were. God's hand is ever 
over His own, and He leads them forward by a 
way they know not of. The utmost they can do 
is to believe what they cannot see now, what 
they shall see hereafter, and, as believing, to act 
together with God towards it 

Such is the memory of many a holy commu- 
nion in church, of holy communions solemnised 
on a sick bed, of Baptisms assisted in, of con- 
firmation, of marriage, of ordination. We come, 
like Jacob, in the dark, and lie down with a stone 
for our pillow ; but when we rise again, and call 
to mind what has passed, vi^ tec^^^v '^^ \«s^ 
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seen a vision of Angels, and the Lord manifested * 
through them, and we are led to cry out, ** How 
dreadful is this place I this is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 
We have a testimony, in reward of our obedience, 
that Christ has fulfilled His promise, and as He 
said, is here through the Spirit, though He be 
with the Father. 

May He enable us to make full trial of His 
bounty, and to obtain a full measure of blessing. 
*' There is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the taber- 
nacles of the Most High. God is in the midst of 
her ; she shall not be moved ; God shall help her, 
and that right early. ... Be still, and know that 
I am God ; 1 will be exalted among the heathen, 
I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord of hosts 
is with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge " (Ps. 
xlvi. 4—11). 



Sun of my soul 1 Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near : 
Oh» may no earth-bom cloud arise 
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes ! 

When round Thy wondrous works below 
My searching rapturous glance I throw, 
Tracing out wisdom, power, and love, 
In earth or sky, in stream or grove ; — 

Or by the light Thy words disclose. 
Watch Time's full river as it flows ; 
Scanning Thy gracious Providence, 
Where not too deep for mortal sense ; — 
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When with dear friends sweet talk I hold, 
And all the flowers of life unfold ; — 
Let not my heart within me bum, 
Except in all I Thee discern. 

When the soft dews of kindly sleep 
My weary eyelids gently steep, 
Be my last thought, how sweet to rest 
For ever on my Saviour's breast ! 

Abide with me Arom mom till eve, 
For without Thee I cannot live ; 
Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without Thee I dare not die. 

Thou Framer of the light and dark. 
Steer through the tempest Thine own ark : 
Amid the howling wintry sea 
We are in port if we have Thee. 



O Grod of mercy, God of might. 
How should pale sinners bear the sight. 
If, as Thy power is surely here, 
Thine open glory should appear ! 

For now Thy people are aUowM 
To scale the mount and pierce the cloud, 
And Faith may feed her eager view 
On wonders Sinai never knew. 

And doubt we yet ? Thou call'st again, 
A lower still, a sweeter strain, 
A voice from Mercy's inmost shrine, 
The very breath of Love divine. 

Whispering it says to each apart, 
** Come unto Me, thou trembling heart ;" 
And we must hope, so sweet the tone. 
The precious words are all our own. 
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dTirst ikuntias after (Santtv. 

" If ve then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
aoove, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of Gtod. Set 
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Cnrist in Ood."— 
Cb/.lii. 1-3. 

In the Communion Service we are exhorted to 
" lift up our hearts ;" we answer, " We lift them 
up unto the Lord," — unto the Lord, that is. Who 
is ascended on high ; to Him Who is not here, but 
has risen, appeared to His Apostles, and retired 
out of sight. To that ascended and unseen Sa- 
viour, Who has overcome death, and opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers, this day and 
all days, but especially at this season, when we 
commemorate His resurrection, are we bound to 
rise in spirit after His pattern. 

Far otherwise, alas, is it with the many : they 
are entangled, nay, possessed and absorbed, by 
this world, and they cannot rise, because they 
have no wings. Prayer and fasting have been 
called the wings of the soul ; and they who neither 
fast nor pray, cannot follow Christ They cannot 
lift up their hearts to Him. They have no trea- 
sure above; but their treasure, and their heart, 
and their faculties, are all upon the earth ; the 
earth is their portion, and not heaven. 

Great, then, is the contrast between the many 
and those holy and blessed souls (and may we be 
in their company I) who rise with Christ, and set 
their affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth. The one are in light and peace, th' 
others form the crowd who are thronging ai 
hurrying along the broad way ** which leade 
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to destruction ;" who are in tumult, warfare, an- 
xiety, and bitterness, or, at least, in coldness and 
barrenness of mind ; or, at best, in but a short- 
lived merriment, hollow and restless ; or altogether 
blind to the future. 

On the contrary, holy souls take a separate 
course ; they have risen with Christ, and they are 
like persons who have climbed a mountain, and 
are reposing at the top. All is noise and tumult, 
mist and darkness below ; but on the mountain's 
top it is so very still, so very calm and serene, so 
pure, so clear, so bright, so heavenly, that to their 
feelings it is as if the din of earth did not sound 
below, and shadows and gloom were no where to 
be found. 

And, indeed, the mountain's top is a frequent 
image in Scripture, under which the Almighty 
Spirit speaks to us of our calling in Christ. Thus, 
for instance, it was prophesied of the Christian 
Church, *' that the mountain of the Lord's house 
should be established in the top of the mountains, 
and many people should go and say. Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord." 
And, in like manner, the temple built by* Solomon 
was upon a high place ; doubtless, among other 
reasons, which at first sight seem of an opposite 
nature, by way of shewing us that religion con- 
sists in retiring from the world, and rising towards 
heaven. '* He chose the tribe of Judah," says 
the Psalmist, " even the hill of Sion, which He 
loved ; and there He built His temple on high." 
I do not mean, of course, that a man can be reli- 
gious who neglects his duties of this world '^ Vvcs^v. 

\3 
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that there is an inner and truer life in religious 
men, beyond the life and conversation which 
others see, or, in the words of the text, their 
"life is hid with Christ in God." 

The history of Moses affords us another in- 
stance of this lifting up of the heart to God, and 
that, too, represented to us under the same image. 
He went up to the mount for forty days, and 
there he saw visions. But observe, while he was 
on the mount, what was going on at the foot of 
it. There was the turbulence, the ungodliness, 
the sin of the world. 

Our Saviour's own history gives us another 
striking instance of this divine communion, and 
the troublesome world in contrast. When He 
ascended the mount of transfiguration with His 
three Apostles, on the summit all was still and 
calm as heaven. He appeared in glory ; IMoses 
and Elias with Him; the Father's voice was heard ; 
St Peter said, "Master, it is good for us to be 
here." Then he and his brother Apostles felt 
that their life was hid with Christ in God. But 
when they came down from the mountain, how 
the scene was changed I It was descending from 
heaven to the world. "When He came to His 
disciples," says the Evangelist, " He saw a great 
multitude about them, and the scribes question- 
ing with them. And straightway all the people, 
when they beheld Him, were greatly amazed, and 
running to Him saluted Him." And He found 
that the Apostles were trying to cast out a devil, 
and could not. And then He spoke the word, 
conformable with Moses' deed in his miraculous 
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fast of forty days, <^ This kind can come forth by 
nothing but by prayer and fasting" (St. Mark ix« 
5, 14, 15, 29). 

And again ; we may even say that, when our 
Lord was lifted up on the cross, then, too, He pre- 
sented to us the same example of a soul raised 
heavenwards and hid in God, with the tumultu- 
ous world at its feet. The unbelieving multitude 
swarmed about the cross ; they that passed by re- 
viled Him, and the scribes mocked Him. Mean- 
while He Himself was, amid His agony, in divine 
contemplations. He said, " Father, forgive them;" 
" Why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" " It is finished;" 
" Into Thy hands I commend My spirit" And 
as He was hid in God, so, too, even at that awful 
moment, one was at His side, gazing on Him, and 
hid in God with Him. The penitent thief said, 
" Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom ;" and Jesus said unto him, " Verily, I 
say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
paradise." 

And much more on His resurrection was He 
withdrawn from this troublesome world, and at 
peace, as the Psalmist foretold it ** I have set 
My King upon My holy hiU of Sion" (Psalm ii, 
6). ** Ever since the world began hath Thy seat 
been prepared ; Thou art from everlasting. The 
floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have lift up 
their voice ; the floods lift up their waves. The 
waves of the sea are mighty and rage horri- 
bly ; but yet the Lord, Who dwelleth on high, is 
mightier" (Psalm xciii. 3-5). 

These passages may be taken as types, if not a& 
instances, of the doctrine aivd ^x^c^-^X. ^\v\Oa. ^^ 
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text contains. Christ is risen on high ; we must 
rise with Him. He is gone to the Father; we, 
too, must take care that our new life is hid with 
Christ in God. This was the gracious promise 
which is signified in the prayer He offered before 
His Passion for all His disciples, even to the end 
of the world. " Holy Father," He said, " keep 
through Thine own name those whom Thou hast 

given Me, that they may be one as We are 

I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil. They are not of the world, even 

as I am not of the world Neither pray I for 

these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on Me through their word ; that they all may be 
one ; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, 

that they may be one in Us I in them, and 

Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in 
one . . . that the love wherewith Thou hast loved 
Me may be in them, and I in them'* (John xvii. 
11, 15, 16,20,21,23,26). 

Agreeably to this sacred and awful announce- 
ment, St. Paul speaks in the text and following 
verses : " If ye, then, be risen with Christ," he 
says, '* seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Set your 
affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid wit! 
Christ in God. Mortify, therefore, your menr 
bers which are upon the earth." 
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** Jesus came, and stood in the midst, and saith unto them. 
Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He shewed 
them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad 
when they saw the Lord." — John xx. 

Is He not near ? look up and see : 

Peace on His lips, and in His hands and side 

The wounds of love. He stays the trembling knee, 
Nerves the frail arm, His ark to guide. 

Is He not near ? O trust His seal 

Baptismal, yet uncancelled on thy brow ; 

Trust the kind love His holy mouths reveal, 

Oft as His altar hears thy deep heart-searching vow. 

And trust the calm, the joy benign. 

That o'er the obedient breathes in life's still hour, 
When Sunday lights with summer airs combine, 

And shadows blend from cloud and bower. 



" Then said Jesus unto them again. Peace be unto you. As My 
Father hath sent Me, so send I you." 

And shrink ye still ? — He nearer draws, 

And to His mission and His cause 
Welcomes His own with words of grace and might : 

" Peace be to you !'* — their peace who stand 

In sentry with God's sword in hand, 
The peace of Christ's loved champions warring in His sight. 



" And having said this. He breathed on them, and saith unto them. 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 

By His word and by His hour 
When the promise came with power, — 
By His Holy Spirit's token, — 
By His saintly chain unbroken. 
Lengthening, while the world lasts on. 
From His cross unto His throne, — 
Guardians of His Virgin Spouse ! 
Know that His might is yours, whose breathing sealed 
your vows. 
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Services for the First Swiday after Easter, 

jWioming ^tiioxif Numbers xvi. 

^bentng lei^flEoti, Numbers xxii. 

ffiptdtle, 1 St. John v. 4'. 

®oiSpel, St. John XX. 19. 

%^t Collect. — Almighty Father, Who hast 
given Thine only Son to die for our sins, and to 
rise again for our justification ; grant us so to put 
away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we 
may alway serve Thee in pureness of living and 
truth ; through the merits of the same Thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The whole time between Easter and Pentecost 
is a feast — a season of joy and gladness for our 
divine Redeemer's victory and triumph ; His vic- 
tory or conquest over death and the grave by His 
resurrection ; His triumph, by His glorious ascen- 
sion. This Sunday, however, — a high festival in 
itself, as every Sunday is, yet when likened to 
the last (which is the highest in the year), came 
to be called Low Sunday or Low Easter, the 
octave of (or eighth day from) Easter-day. It 
repeats and keeps up the spirit and devotion of 
Easter-day. 

The Colltct clearly commemorates the immense 
benefit and blessing which from the love of the 
Father is given to us by the death and resurrec- 
tion of the Son. We pray that we may through 
6od*s grace preserve and make sure of these 
blessings, by the mortification and removal of all 
growing lusts and desires of the flesh or of the 
spirit, which soil and dismally leaven the soul ; 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 22$ 

and that these being conquered, we may go on in 
the continual practice of holiness and sincere 
obedience in the service of God. 

The iCptiStIt assures us that our faith, sealed 
and made certain by our Lord's resurrection, 
shall make us able to conquer our enemies, and 
triumph against flesh and blood, and all the 
powers of darkness, in the strength of our Savi- 
our. He is perfect God, equal with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, the Three that are One. 
And He is also perfect man, having a reasonable 
soul or spirit, which, when dying. He commended 
into the hands of His Father, and human fleshy as 
was proved by the blood and water which poured 
from His pierced side upon the cross, shewing 
that He did not only seem to be dead, but was 
really so. His body in the tomb, and His soul in 
hades (the place of departed souls), continued 
inseparably united to His Divinity, One Person. 
In His blessed side so pierced was opened that 
fountain from which a stream for ever flows to 
the Church, as that from the smitten rock in 
the wilderness followed the Israelites. And this 
stream is of water and blood, — the one to cleanse, 
the other to give us fresh life, the washing of re- 
generation in baptism, and in consequence our 
continual growth in the spiritual life, by the body 
and blood of Christ, strengthening and refreshing 
our souls in the blessed Eucharist. For here, the 
record assures us, God gives us eternal life, which 
life is in His Son, whose sure promise to the vic- 
torious faithful is, ^< He that eateth My flesh and 
drinketh My blood hath eternal life; and I will 
raise him up at the last day" (Su Jo\\». n\, ^^* 
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For giving life, or the inward grace, to thes^ 
sacraments, of which He, the fountain of grace^ 
is the only Author, He is ever with His Churchy 
giving us His peace and pardon by the apostolic 
power which He breathed upon His Apostles, as 
the Gospel tells us, when He gave them that full 
and high commission :. <^ As My Father hath sent 
Me, even so send I you. Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remit- 
ted unto them, and whosesoever sins ye retain, they 
are retained." It is our Lord Himself, the King 
of Glory, Who has all power in heaven and earth, 
that can remit sins ; but as an earthly king sends 
his pardon by the hands of his commissioned offi- 
cer, so does Christ by those to whom He has given 
power and authority to minister it, by the means 
of His own appointment. That this ministry, with 
Christ's authority, which was first given to the 
Apostles, and is necessary in the Church through 
all ages, is to be carried on in continual succession 
from them, we have our Lord's own word and sure 
promise, " Lo I I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world." But the several orders of 
the Apostolic Christian ministry. Bishops, Priests, 
and Deacons, as in that of the Law of Moses, must 
all keep their several ranks and stations, superior 
(upper) and inferior (lower). They are warned 
against disorder and want of obedience, by the 
dreadful example of Corah and his company, in 
the fiHomitli Itifion. The inspired Apostle St. 
Jude calls the attention of Christians to this ex- 
ample, shewing us by this that their sin may be 
committed under the Gospel, which were not pos- 
sible if the Christian ministry were perfectly equal. 
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Bnd all ordained were of one order. For in this 
case, there could be no inferior order to rise up 
and claim the rank of its superior, which was the 
gainsaying of Corah, a lower order pretending to 
and proudly claiming equal power with the higher. 
But ^*no man taketh this honour to himself,'* says 
the Holy Ghost by St. Paul, "but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron." So that the exam- 
ple continues as strong to the Christian Church 
as to the Jewish. The greatest danger to our 
Church is from division and disorder within itself. 
But while it remains closely united and joined to- 
gether in one body, as appointed by its Head, it 
may surely trust to His protection and defence 
against all outward enemies, as of old the united 
tribes of Israel, arranged in beautiful order, lay 
quiet and undisturbed while faithful and obedient. 
Encamped under the standard of their Almighty 
Protector, they were quite safe from all the snares 
and wiles of the devil, which Balak and Balaam in 
vain tried against them. And while, in faithful 
obedience, we dwell under the defence of the 
Most High, we shall abide in safety under the 
shadow of the Almighty, dwelling in Christ, and 
Christ in us. 



deconTK dttnTKai) aftn: KaHUt. 

** If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your 
affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."— Coi. iii. 1-3. 

It is the duty and the privilege of all disciples 
of our glorified Saviour, to be feya\\fiA^w^\x^»^^- 
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figured witli Him ; to live in heaven in theii 
thoughts, motives, aims, desires, likings, prayers, 
praises, intercessions, even while they are in the 
flesh ; to look like other men, to be busy like 
other men, to be passed over in the crowd of 
men, or even to be scorned or oppressed, as other 
men may be ; but the while to have a secret chan- 
nel of communication with the Most High, a gift 
the world knows not of, to have this life hid with 
Christ in God. Men of this world live in this 
world, and depend upon it ; they place their hap- 
piness in this world ; they look out for its honours 
or comforts. 

Truly, if we be Christ's, '* our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." But 
as far as this world goes, we shall be of little ac- 
count; or we may be perhaps ridiculed for our 
religion. Christ rose in the night, when no one 
saw Him; and we, too, rise we know not when 
nor how. No one scarce knows any thing of our 
religious history, of our turnings to God, of our 
growings in grace, of our successes, but God Him- 
self, Who secretly is the cause of them. • 

In this way let us enjoy and profit by this holy 
season ; Christ hath ** died, yea rather hath risen 
again, Who is even at the right hand of God, 
Who also maketh intercession for us." Wonderful 
things have taken place, while the world seems to 
go on as usual. Pontius Pilate thought himself 
like other governors. Herod went on in his career 
of sin, and having seen and put to death one Pro- 
phet, hoped to see miracles from a second. They 
all viewed things as of this world. They heard 
the news, and saw the sights, and provided for 
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the need of the moment, and forgot the thought 
of God. 

Thus men went on at the foot of the mount, 
and they eared not for what was on the top. They 
did not understand the wonders which were doing. 

So it was then : so it is now. The world wit- 
nesses not the secret communion of the saints of 
God, their prayers, praises, and intercessions. But 
they have the present privileges of saints notwith- 
standing ; a knowledge, and a joy, and a strength, 
which they cannot compass or describe. '* O how 
plentiful is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid 
up for them that fear Thee ; and that Tliou hast 
prepared for them that put their trust in Thee, 
even before the sons of men I" 

Are they in anxiety ? " Thou shalt hide them 
privily by Thine own presence from the provoking 
of all men ; Thou shalt keep them secretly in Thy 
tabernacle from the strife of tongues." 

Are they in disappointment ? <^ Thou hast put 
gladness in their heart, since the time that their 
enemies' com and wine and oil increased." 

Are they cast down ? The Psalmist has pro- 
vided them with a consolation : ** Nevertheless, I 
am alway by Thee, for Thou hast holden me by 
my right hand ; Thou shalt guide me with Thy 
counsel, and after that receive me with glory. 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth ; but God 
is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 



ever." 



Are they in danger ? " Whoso dwelleth under 
the defence of the Most HigVi silaaW ^\^^ xisj^^^t 



228 SUNDAY SERVICES. 

the shadow of the Almighty. ... A thousand 
shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand, but it shall not come nigh thee." 

Thus there is fulness without measure for every 
need to be found in Him with Whom our life is 
lodged ; there is enough to " satisfy us with the 
plenteousness of His house. Who gives us to drink 
of His pleasures, as out of the river. For with 
Him is the well of life, and in His light shall we 
see light." So that they may fittingly cry out, 
^* Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 

within me praise His holy name Who for- 

giveth all thy sin, and healeth all thine infirmities ; 
Who saveth thy life from destruction, and crown- 
eth thee with mercy and loving-kindness; Who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things, making thee 
young and lusty as an eagle" (Ps. xxxi. 21, 22; 
iv. 8 ; xvii. 15, 16 ; Ixxiii. 22-25 ; xci. 1-7 ; xxxvi. 
8,9; ciii. 1,3-5). 

All this, my brethren, I say is our portion, if 
we choose but to accept it. ^* Who shall ascend 
into the hill of the Lord, or who shall rise up in 
His holy place ? Who shall dwell iu Thy taber- 
nacle, or who shall rest upon Thy holy hill ? 
Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt life, and 
doeth the thing that is right, and speaketh the 
truth from his heart. He shall receive the bless- 
ing from the Lord, and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation. This is the generation of 
them that seek Him, even of them that seek Thy 
face, O Jacob." Aspire, then, to be " fellow- 
citizens of the saints and of the household of 
f?od, " Follow their steps as they have followed 
Christ Though the hill be steep, ^et ^«:va\.\tfA^ 
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for the reward is great; and till you have made 
the trial, you can form no idea how great that 
reward is, or how high its nature. The invitation 
runs, *^ O taste, and see how gracious the Lord 
isr 

If you have hitherto thought too little of these 
things, — if you have thought religion lies merely 
in what it certainly does consist in also, in filling 
your worldly station well, in being amiable, and 
well-behaved, and considerate, and orderly; but 
if you have thought it was nothing more than 
this, — if you have neglected to stir up the great 
gift of God which is lodged deep within you, the 
gift of election and regeneration, — if you have 
been scanty in your devotions, in intercessions, 
prayer, and praise, — and if, in consequence, you 
have little or nothing of the sweetness, the win- 
ning grace, the freshness, the tenderness, the 
cheerfulness, the composure of the elect of God, 
— if you are at present really wanting in prayer 
and other divine exercises, — ^make a new begin- 
ning henceforth. 

Start now, with this holy season, and rise with 
Christ. Sfee, He offers you His hand; He is 
rising ; rise with Him. Mount up from the grave 
of the old Adam ; from grovelling cares, and jea- 
lousies, and fretfulness, and worldly aims; from 
the bondage of habits, from the tumult of pas- 
sion, from the temptations of the flesh, from a cold, 
worldly, calculating spirit, from selfishness, from 
indolence, from self-conceit and high-mindedness. 

Henceforth set about doing what it is so diffi- 
cult to do, but what should not, must not, be left 
undone; watch, and pray, and medvtaXfe^ >iw?>5L vss^ 
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according to the leisure which God has given you. 
Give freely of your time to your Lord and Sa- 
viour, if you have it. If you have little, shew 
your sense of the privilege, by giving that little. 
But any how, shew that your heart, your desires, 
— shew that your life is with your God. Set aside 
every day times for seeking Him. Humble your- 
self that you have been hitherto so listless and 
uncertain. 

Live more strictly to Him ; take His yoke upon 
your shoulder ; live by rule. I am not calling on 
you to go out of the world, but to redeem the 
time ; not to give hours to mere amusement or 
society, while you give minutes to Christ ; not to 
pray to Him only when you are tired, and fit for 
nothing but sleep ; not to omit altogether to praise 
Him, or to intercede for the world and the Church ; 
but in good measure to realise honestly the words 
of the text, to " set your affections on things 
above ;* and to prove that you are His, in that 
your heart is risen with Him, and your life hid in 
Him. 



** They shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the 
water-courses.* —/«. xllv. 4. 

Lessons sweet of spring returning, 
Welcome to the thoughtAil heart I 
May I call ye sense or learning. 
Instinct pure or heav'n-taught art ? 

Be your title what it may, 
Sweet the lengthening April day, 
V(^hile with you the soul is free, 
Ranging wild o'er hill and lea. 
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Give true hearts but earth and sky, 
And some flowers to bloom and cUe, — 
Homely scenes and simple views 
Lowly thoughts may best infuse. 

See the soft green willow springing 
Where the waters gently pass, 
Every way her free arms flinging 
O'er the moist and reedy grass. 

Long ere winter- blasts are fled, 
See her tipp*d with vernal red, 
And her kindly flower displayed 
Ere her leaf can cast a shade. 

Though the rudest hand assail her. 
Patiently she droops awhile ; 
But when showers and breezes hail her, 
Wears again her willing smile. 

Thus I learn contentment's power 
From the slighted willow bower, 
Ready to give thanks and live 
On the least that Heaven may give. 

If, the quiet brooklet leaving. 
Up the stony vale I wind, 
Haply half in fancy grieving 
For the shades I leave behind. 

By the dusty wayside drear 
Nightingales with joyous cheer 
Sing, my sadness to reprove, 
Gladlier than in cultured grove. 

Where the thickest boughs are twining 
Of the greenest, darkest tree. 
There t£ey plunge, the light declining ; 
All may hear, but none may see. 

Fearless of the passing hoof. 
Hardly will they fleet aloof ; 
So they live in modest ways, 
Trust entire, and ceaseless praise. 
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Services for the Second Sunday after Easter, 

jHonimg %iiitxxiy Numbers xxiii. xxiv. 

lEbentng %mtyci^ Numbers xxv. 

lEpiiitle, 1 St. Peter ii. 19. 

®0)E{pel, St. John X. 11. 

Cl)e Collect. — Almighty God, Who hast given 
Thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life ; give us 
grace that we may always most thankfully receive 
that His inestimable benefit, and also daily en- 
deavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of 
His most holy life ; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

To redeem us from the power^ that we may 
escape the punishment of sins is the gracious and 
merciful object of all that our blessed Lord has 
done and suffered for us. The purpose of His 
humble birth, holy life, painful death, and power- 
ful resurrection — all to save His people from their 
sins. His sacrifice for sin, infinitely meritorious 
in itself, of worth enough to redeem and save ten 
thousand worlds (whatever happy effects we hum- 
bly trust it may have upon those to whom, in the 
unsearchable government of God, the light of it 
has not yet been revealed, but who would gladly 
receive it were it made known to them), will not 
save us who are under the noon-day sun of it, un- 
less we walk in the light, as He is in the light, fol- 
lowing the steps of His most holy life, Who gave 
us, for our imitation, the perfect example of it. 

The excellent ColUft for this day, accordingly, 
is well fitted to forward this blessed purpose, the 
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necessary condition of our salvation. Most heart- 
ily, therefore, should we pray and strive to enter 
into the spirit of it, in faith and hope that His 
grace will excite, accompany, and crown our en- 
deavours. 

The (Spiatlt, looking back, as it were, to the 
service of Good Friday, leads our thoughts to 
the moving example of His meritorious sufferings, 
encouraging us to patience under the greatest 
hardships and injuries, with which we may be 
tried. For, however heavily these may press upon 
us, we shall be supported and strengthened by 
the tender care and strengthening pasture of the 
good Shepherd ; Whose wondrous love, set forth 
in the Gofi^pel, led Him, not only to tend and 
feed, but also to bleed and die for His sheep. By 
His death He conquered and killed the roaring 
lion and hungry wolf, and will keep His flock 
safe, while His sheep hear His voice and follow 
Him. 

That all may hear and come in. He has widened 
the fold of His Church, and sent His messengers 
to call and receive all nations into it. And if 
they faithfully and obediently hear and follow the 
Divine Shepherd and ever-watchful Bishop of 
their souls. He will let no enemies attack them 
by open force or secret wiles, so as to hurt them, 
but will ever shield them against all the attempts 
of the devil and his allies. This is set forth in 
the beautiful itsision appointed for this morning, 
shewing the vain efforts of both Balak and Balaam, 
whose worldly heart, to gain the wages of unright- 
eousness, would have rather cursed those whom 
he was forced, unwillingly, again and ^j^^&sec^ Vk^ 

x'2 
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bless ; and this lesson may spiritually be applied 
to our comfort. 

Our real hurt and damage come only from our- 
selves. It is by the corruption of our flesh that 
the devil, using the inviting vanities of the world, 
can lay hold of us, conquer us, and take us cap- 
tives. Of this we have a sad example in the 
(Sbentng Iz^Hon ; where we And that Balaam's 
only successful real enchantment was his most 
wicked advice, to cause iniquity to take place in 
Jacob, and perverseness to be seen in Israel. Then 
the God of glory, their only protection. Who can- 
not look upon impurity, would turn away His face 
from them, and then they should make themselves 
an easy prey to their enemy. 

The warning to be learnt from this is, ^* watch 
and pray," that the deadly adversary may not 
lead you into temptation ; so shall ye be delivered 
from evil. So defend, guide, and guard us, blessed 
Lord I 



flLf)itti duntlap after (Baattv. 

*' While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen ; for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal."— 
2 Cor. iv. 8. 

The world of spirits, though unseen, is present ; 
present, not future, not distant. It is not above 
the sky, it is not beyond the grave ; it is now and 
here ; the kingdom of God is among us. Of this 
St Paul here speaks. Not only does he speak of 
things invisible, but of the dul^ o^ ^' Vc^qVawi^ al" 
them; not only does he couU^sl v\v^ xicivcv^^ vi 
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time with them, but says that their belonging to 
time is a reason, not for looking at, but for loolcing 
off them. 

Eternity was not distant because it reached to 
the future ; nor the unseen state without its in- 
fluence upon us because it could not be seen or 
touched. In like manner, he says in another 
Epistle, " Our conversation is in heaven." And 
again ; '* God hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.** And again ; " Your life is hid with Christ 
in God.** And to the same purport are St. Peter's 
words, " Whom having not seen, ye love ; in 
Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory." 
And again, St. Paul, speaking of the Apostles, 
*' We are made a spectacle to the world, and to 
Angels, and to men." And again, he speaks of 
the Angels as '* ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation" 
(Phil. iii. 20 ; Eph. ii. 6 ; Col. iii. 3 ; 1 Pet. i. 8 ; 
1 Cor. iv. 9 ; Heb. i. 14). 

Such is the hidden kingdom of God ; and as it 
is now hidden, so in due season it shall be revealed. 
At present "all things," to appearance, ^* continue 
as they were from the beginning of the crea- 
tion," and scoffers ask, " Where is the promise of 
His coming ?" But at the appointed time there 
will be a " manifestation of the sons of God," and 
the hidden saints '* shall shine out as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father." 

When the Angels appeared to the %\ssk^\nrx^v>x. 
was a sudden appearance \ " S^ldd*u^ Sicw'et'^ "^"^^^ 
With the Angel a multitude o^ V\ve\ve».N^\M^^'^'^- 
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How wonderful- a sight I The night had befoc^^ 
that seemed just like any other night ; as the ever^ ^ 
ing on which Jacob saw the vision seemed lik^^ 
any other evening. They were keeping watch ov^ ^^ 
their sheep — they were watching the night as $^^ 
passed. The stars moved on — it was midnight 
They had no idea of such a thing when the Angel 
appeared. Such are the power and virtue hidden 
in things which are seen, and at God's will they 
are manifested. They were manifested for a mo- 
ment to Jacob, for a moment to Elisha's servant, 
for a moment to the shepherds. They will be 
manifested for ever when Christ comes at the 
last day '*ln the glory of His Father, with the 
holy Angels." Then this world will fade away, 
and the other world will shine forth. 

Let these be your thoughts, my brethren, espe- 
cially in the spring season, when the whole face 
of nature is so rich and beautiful. Once only in 
the year, yet once, does the world which we see 
shew forth its hidden powers, and in a manner 
manifest itself. Then the leaves come out, and 
the blossoms on the fruit-trees, and flowers, and 
the grass and com spring up. There is a sud- 
den rush and burst outwardly of that hidden life 
which God has lodged in the material world. 

Well, that shews you, as by a sample, what it 
can do at Gods command, when He gives the 
word. This earth, which now buds forth in 
leaves and blossoms, will one day burst forth into 
a new world of light and glory, in which we shall 
see saints and Angels dwelling. Who would think, 
except from his experience of former springs all 
through his life, — ^who could conceive two or three 
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months before, that it was possible that the face 
of nature, which then seemed so lifeless, should 
become so splendid and varied I How different 
is a tree — how different is a prospect, when leaves 
are on it and off it I How unlikely it would seem, 
before the event, that the dry and naked branches 
should suddenly be clothed with what is so bright 
and so refreshing I Yet in God's good time leaves 
come on the trees. The season may delay, but 
come it will at last. 

So it is with the coming of that eternal spring, 
for which all Christians are waiting. Come it 
will, though it delay ; yet though it tarry, let us 
wait for it, " because it will surely come, it will 
not tarry." Therefore we say day by day, " Thy 
kingdom come;" which means, O Lord, shew 
Thyself — manifest Thyself. Thou that sittest 
between the cherubim, shew Thyself ; stir up Thy 
strength, and come and help us. The earth that 
we see does not satisfy us — it is but a beginning 
— it is but a promise of something beyond it ; 
even when it is gayest, with all its blossoms on, 
and shews most touchingly what lies hid in it, yet 
it is not enough. We know much more lies hid 
in it than we see. A world of saints and Angels, 
a glorious world, the palace of God, the mountain 
of the Lord of hosts, the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
throne of God and Christ, — all these wonders, 
everlasting, all-precious, mysterious, and incom- 
prehensible, lie hid in what we see. What we see 
is the outward shell of an eternal kingdom ; and 
on that kingdom we fix the eyes of our faith. 
Shine forth, O Lord, as when on Thy Nativity 
Thine Angels visited the shepherds ; let Thy glon^ 
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blossom forth as bloom and foliage on the 
change with Thy mighty power this visible iv-^r 
into that diviner world which as yet we see rio^ 
destroy what we see» that it may pass anc/ ^ 
transformed into what we believe ! Bright as :$^ 
the sun, and the sky, and the clouds ; green as at^ 
the leaves and the fields ; sweet as is the singin 
of birds ; we know that they are not all> and w^^ 
will not take up with a part for the whole. They^ 
proceed from a centre of goodness, which is God 
Himself, but they are not His fulness ; they speak 
of heaven, but they are not heaven ; they are but 
as stray beams and dim reflections of His image ; 
thev are but crumbs from the table. We are 
looking for the coming of the day of God, when 
all this outward world, fair though it be, shall 
perish — when the heavens shall be burnt, and the 
earth melt away. We can bear the loss, for we 
know it will be but the removing of a veiL We 
know that to remove the world which is seen, 
will be the manifestation of the world which is 
not seen. We know that what we see is as a 
ficreen hiding from us God and Christ, and His 
saints and Angels. And we earnestly desire and 
pray for the dissolving of all that we see, from 
our longing after that which we do not see. 

O blessed they indeed who are destined for the 
sight of those wonders in which they now stand, 
at which they now look, but which they do not 
know I Blessed they who shall at length behold 
what as yet mortal eye hath not seen, and faith 
only enjoys I Those wonderful things of the new 
world are even now as they shall be then. They 
are immortal and eternal ; and the souls who shall 
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then be made conscious of them will see them 
in their calmness and their majesty, where they 
ever have been. But who can express the sur- 
prise and rapture which will come upon those 
who then at least apprehend them for the first 
time, and to whose perceptions they are new I 
Who can imagine by a stretch of fancy the feel- 
ings of those who, having died in faith, wake up 
to enjoyment I The life then begun, we know, 
will last for ever ; yet surely if memory be to us 
then what it is now, that will be a day much to 
be observed unto the Lord through all the ages 
of eternity. We may increase indeed for ever 
in knowledge and in love ; still that first waking 
from the dead, the day at once of our birth and 
our espousals, will ever be endeared and hallowed 
in our thoughts. 

When we find ourselves, after long rest, gifted 
with fresh powers, vigorous with the seed of 
eternal life within us, able to love God as we 
wish, conscious that all trouble, sorrow, pain, 
anxiety, bereavement, is over for ever ; blessed in 
the full affection of those friends whom we loved 
so poorly, and could protect so feebly, while they 
were with us in the flesh ; and, above all, visited 
by the immediate, visible, unspeakable Presence 
of God Almighty, with His only-begotten Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and His co-equal, co-eter- 
nal Spirit, that great sight in which is the fulness 
of joy and pleasure for evermore ; what deep, 
incommunicable, unimaginable thoughts will be 
then upon us I What depths will be stirred up 
within us I What secret harmonies awakened, of 
which human nature seemed uvc^j^^ScJsfcX ^^i»:sSi^«^ 
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words are indeed all worthless to minister to such 
high forbodings. Let us close our eyes and keep 
silence. 

''All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as the flower of the field. The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth, because the Spirit of the Lord 
bloweth upon it ; surely the people is grass. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word 
of our God shall stand for ever" (Is. xl. 6-8). 



" And Ood said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered toge- 
ther unto one place, and let the dry land appear : and it was so. 
And Ood said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding 
seed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, who»e 
seed is in itself upon the earth : and it was so." — Gen. i. 9, 11. 

Thoa spakesty and the waters roIlM 

Back from the earth away ; 
They fled, by Thy strong voice controird, 

Till Thou didst bid them stay : 
Then did that rushing mighty ocean, 
Like a tame creature, cease its motion. 
Nor dared to pass where'er I'hy hand 
Had fixM its bound of slender sand. 

And freshly risen from out the deep 

The land lay tranquil now, 
Like a new-christened child asleep 

With the dew upon its brow : 
As when in after-time the Earth 
Rose from her second watery birth. 
In pure baptismal garments drest. 
And calmly waiting to be blest. 

Again Thou spakest. Lord of Power, 

And straight the land was seen 
All clad with tree, and herb, and flower, 

A robe of lustrous green : 
Like souls wherein the hidden strength 
Of their new birth is waked at length, 
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When robed in holiness they tell 
What might did in those waters dwell. 

And still within this earth resides 

A hidden power divine, 
And waiting for the hour she bides 

Till Thou shalt give the sign : 
Then sudden into light shall burst 
A flush of glory like at first ; 
And this dark world around us lie 
Array'd in immortality. 

Lord, o'er the waters of my soul 

The word of power be said ; 
Its thoughts and passions bid Thou roll 

Each in its channelFd bed ; 
Till that, in peaceful order flowing. 
They time their glad obedient going 
To Thy commands. Whose voice to-day 
Bade the tumultuous floods obey. 

For restless as the moaning sea, 

The wild and wajn^'^ard will 
From side to side is wearily 

Changing and tossing still : 
But sway'd by Thee, 'tis like the river 
That down its green banks flows for ever. 
And calm and constant tells to all 
The blessedness of such sweet thrall. 

Then in my hfart, Spirit of Might, 

Awake the life within, 
And bid a spring-tide calm and bright 

Of holiness begin : 
So let it lie with heaven's grace 
Full shining on its quiet face, 
Like the young earth in peace profound 
Amid the assuaged waters round ! 
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Services for the Third Sunday after Easter. 

fRnmin% ItMon^ Deut. iv. 

3Ebentns ItMQXif Deut. v. 

aEpti^tU, 1 St. Peter ii. 11. 

®oi^pel^ St. John xvi. 16. 

Ci^e Collect. — Almighty God, Who shewest to 
them that be in error the light of Thy truth, to 
the intent that they may return into the way of 
righteousness; grant unto all them that are ad- 
mitted into the fellowship of Christ's religion, 
that they may eschew^those things that are con- 
trary to their profession, and follow all such things 
as are agreeable to the same ; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The inspired Apostle St. Paul, in his first Epistle 
to the Corinthians (x. 1-12), has shewn the like- 
ness between the state of the Christian Church in 
this world and that of the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, upon which the holy Lessons of the Church, 
proper for this season, lead us particularly to re- 
flect. '* All these things," says the Apostle, " hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples; and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come. Wherefore," he adds, 
'< let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall." We have been delivered by our divine 
Almighty Redeemer from Satan, sin, and slavery, 
as the children of Israel, for a shadow of such a 
happy rescue, were delivered of old from Pharaoh 
and their dreadful Egyptian slavery. And by 
our passage through the waters of Baptism, of 
which their baptism in the cloud and sea was a 
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type, we have gained true freedom, the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. But before we 
can come to the promised rest of our future in- 
heritance, we have to pass through the wilderness 
of this dangerous world. We stand in need of 
light, like the pillar of fire, to guide our steps in 
the way of righteousness, and of divine protection 
and strength, with cooling shade in the scorch* 
ing heat of day, that we may shun or overcome 
the adverse powers and dangers in our way ; that 
so, guarded and guided, we may conduct our- 
selves as God's ransomed* and peculiar people, 
redeemed from all iniquity, and zealous to please 
Him in all good works. Accordingly, the Collect 
for this day breathes after, and begs of the God 
of light and truth, those holy dispositions that 
are suitable to our state of redemption and sal- 
vation. 

The iEpt£{tle suitably teaches us, giving us 
warning against the dangers of our pilgrimage, 
the greatest of which arise from ourselves, from 
those lusts of the flesh which war against the 
soul. 

These ruined the ransomed people in the wil- 
derness. When they had with joy celebrated and 
sung praises for their deliverance, they too soon 
forgot the wonderful works which God had done 
for them, and became disobedient ; but lust came 
upon them in the wilderness, and they tempted 
God in the desert. 

Warned by their fall, we must carefully keep 
out of a like danger ; we must be so pure and 
holy in our lives, faithfully performing the duties 
of every state and relation, as tV^aX Ck^^ \sNa:^>Ck'«^ 
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glorified, and we, through His protection, may be 
ever safe. 

In the holy fiospel we have the gracious 
voice of our Lord Himself, to comfort us by the 
promise, that although He sometimes seems to 
hide His face from us for a moment. He will 
never leave us nor forsake us. We must indeed 
have our sorrows and troubles in our passage 
through this vast howling wilderness of the world, 
amidst fiery serpents and drought But the day 
of temptation is short ; for after a little while we 
shall be out of danger, enjoy sweet repose, and 
rest in hope till He shall come again, and by His 
blessed presence fill us with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. But meantime we must diligently 
obey His commandments, which are set before 
us, and which we are earnestly pressed to prac- 
tise, by every motive of fear, love, and gratitude, 
in the solemn 9^tiiioni, morning and evening. 
This, however, we are not taught onli/ on a single 
Sunday ; the Commandments are repeated by the 
Church, at the altar, on every Sunday in the year; 
that, being instructed in the duties required and 
opposite sins forbidden in each commandment, 
we may sorrowfully remember our failures, re- 
pent, and beg mercy for what is past, and pray, 
resolve, and strive to be obedient for the time 
to come. Thus should we think of the terrors 
of Mount Sinai, and the more dreadful shocks 
and horrors of the day of judgment, as to fly far 
from the wrath to come, and so fear as that we 
may never sin. Never let us forget those moving 
words, which stir up in the heart both fear and 
love ; '^ O that there were such an heart in them, 
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that they might fear Me, and keep all My com- 
mandments always, that it might go well with 
them, and with their children for ever." 

" Then shall I not be confounded, while I have 
respect unto all Thy commandments. O that my 
ways were made so direct that I might keep Thy 
statutes I" 



Jfouvit) duntKa]) after (Bsuittt. 

" Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God."— Rom. v. 1, 2. 

We are passed from death unto life, and are the 
children of God and heirs of heaven. Let us 
steadily contemplate this comfortable view, and 
feel cheerful and joyful. 

O fearful follower of Christ, how is it thou 
hast never thought of what thou art, and what is 
in thee ? Art thou not Christ's purchased posses- 
sion ? Has He not rescued thee from the devil, 
and put a new nature within thee ? Did He not 
in Baptism cast out the evil spirit, and enter into 
thee Himself, and dwell in thee as if thou hadst 
been an Archangel, or one of the Seraphim who 
worship before Him continually? Much and 
rightly as thou thinkest of thy sins, hast thou no 
thought, I do not say of gratitude, but of won- 
der, of admiration, of transport, at what thou art 
through grace ? 

When Jacob woke in the morning, his first 
thought was not about his &uv& q\ V\^ ^^dsv;^^^ 

^2 
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though he rightly felt both, but about God ; — Im ^ 
said, '' How dreadful is this place I this is nom. e 
other but the house of God, and this is the gat^ 
of heaven" (Gen. xxviii. 17). Contemplate, then, 
thyself, not in thyself, but as thou art in the 
Eternal God. Fall down in astonishment at the 
glories which are around thee and in thee, poured 
to and fro in such a wonderful way that thou art, 
as it were, dissolved into the kingdom of God. 

This surely is the state of mind the Apostle 
speaks of in the text, when he reminds us who 
are justified and at peace with God, that we have 
access to His royal courts, and stand in His grace, 
and rejoice in hope of His glory. All the trouble 
which the world inflicts upon us, and which flesh 
cannot but feel — sorrow, pain, care, bereavement 
— these avail not to disturb the repose and the ear- 
nestness with which faith gazes upon the Divine 
Majesty. All the necessary exactness of our obe- 
dience, the anxiety about failing, the pain of self- 
denial, the watchfulness, the zeal, the self-chastise- 
ments which we practise, do not interfere with this 
vision of faith. 

And if so much is given us by the first sacra- 
ment of the Church, what, think we, is given us 
in the second ? O, my brethren, let us raise and 
enlarge our notions of Christ's presence in that 
mysterious ordinance, and we shall understand 
how it is that the Christian, in spite of his infir- 
mities, and not forgetting them, still may rejoice 
here " with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

For what is it that is vouchsafed to us at the 
holy table, when we commemorate the Lord's 
death ? It is '* Jesus Christ before our eyes evi- 
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dently set forth, crucified among us'' (Gal. iii. 1)# 
Not before our bodily eyes ; so far every thing 
remains at the end of that heavenly communion 
as it did at the beginning. What was bread re- 
mains bread, and what was wine remains wine* 
We need no earthly, visible miracle to convince 
us of the presence of the Lord Incarnate. We 
have, we trust, more faith than to need to see the 
heavens open, or the Holy Ghost descend in bo- 
dily shape; we trust we have faith and love to 
" discern," in St. Paul's words, " the Lord's 
body." He Who is at the right hand of God 
manifests Himself in that holy sacrament as really 
and fully as if He were visibly there. We are 
allowed to draw near, to '* give, take, and eat," 
His sacred body and blood, as truly as though 
like Thomas we could touch His hands, and thrust 
our hand into His side. When He ascended into 
the mount, *^ His face did shine as the sun, and 
His raiment was white as the light" (Matt. xvii. 
2). Such is the glorious presence which faith sees 
in the Holy Communion, though every thing looks 
as usual to the natural man. Not gold or precious 
stones, pearls of great price or gold of Ophir, are, 
to the eye of faith, so radiant as those lowly ele- 
ments, which He, the Highest, is pleased to make 
the means of conveying to our hearts and bodies 
His own gracious self. Not the light of the sun 
sevenfold is so awfully bright and overpowering, 
if we could see as the Angels do, as that seed of 
eternal life, which, by eating and drinking, we lay 
up in our hearts against the day of His coming. 
In spite, then, of all recollections of the past, or 
fear for the future, we hatve «ii ^\^«oX. ^w^^^^ '^ 
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rejoicing ; whatever comes, weal or woe, however 
stands our account as yet in the books against the 
last day, this we have, and this we may glory in, 
the present power of God in us and over us, and 
the good hope thence flowing of victory in the 
end. 

Such are the thoughts which fill the heart 
with joy, yet without tending to relax our obe- 
dience, because strictness of life, exact conscien- 
tiousness, is the condition on which we hold these 
privileges. Strictness is the condition of rejoicing. 
The Christian b a soldier; he may have many 
falls ; these need not hinder his joy in the Gospel ; 
he must be humbled indeed, but not downcast ; 
it does not prove he is not fighting ; he has ene- 
mies within and without him ; he has the remains 
of a fallen nature. But wilful sin in any shape 
proves that he is not an honest soldier of Christ. 
If it is habitual and deliberate, of course it de- 
stroys his hope ; but if it be less than deliberate, 
and yet of the nature of wilful sin, it is enough, 
though not, we trust, to separate him at once 
from Christ, yet to darken his peace and joy. The 
want of a vigilant walk, of exact conscientiousness 
in all things, of an earnest and vigorous warfare 
against our spiritual enemies, in a word, of strict- 
ness, has this effect of dimming or quenching our 
[)eace and joy. 

Our privileges are ours to possess, that is our 
glory ; they are ours to lose, that is our care. We 
can keep them, we have not to gain them, — but 
we shall not keep them without fear and trem- 
bling ; still we have them, and there is nothing to 
hinder our rejoicing in them while we have them. 
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For fear is of the future ; and that we may lose 
them to-morrow (which God forbid, but sup- 
posing it), is no reason why we should not rejoice 
in them to-day. 

Like a bright veering cloud 

Gay blossoms twinkle there, 
Warbles around a busy crowd 

Of larks in purest air. 
Shame on the heart that dreams of blessings gone, 

Or wakes the spectral forms of woe and crime, 
When Nature sings of joy and hope alone, 
Reading her cheerful lessons in her own sweet time! 



Services for the Fourth Sunday after Easter. 

;^ormns Etcti^on, Deut vi. 

(S^btnins S.t$(0on, Deut. vii. 

<£pts(tU> St. James i. 17. 

&Qi]^t\f St. John xvi. 5. 

Ct)e Collwt.— O Almighty God, Who alone 
canst order the unruly wills and affections of sin- 
ful men; grant unto Thy people that they may 
love the thing which Thou commandest, and de- 
sire that which Thou dost promise ; that so, among 
the sundry and manifold changes of the world, 
our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true 
joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Risen with Christ, and by our Baptism made 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven, we are strongly 
led to set our affections on things above. " Buried 
with Christ in His death," and having ei^CA.'^''^^ 
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from the slavery of Egypt, the bondage of sin and 
corruption, this world is become the wilderness 
through which we are passing to the promised 
land of heavenly happiness, where our life is hid 
with Christ in God, till He Who b our life shall 
appear, and we shall also appear with Him in 
glory. Yet such is our natural blindness, and the 
disorders of our affections, through the remains 
of corruption, that unless we often and devoutly 
meditate upon the glory of Christ above and the 
abode of the blessed, our hearts are too apt to be 
drawn to the vain pleasures and empty shadows 
which we see here, where some would seem willing 
to take up their rest, even in this wilderness. Most 
fitly, therefore, does the beautiful Collect for this 
day pray to Him, Who only can restrain our evil 
desires, that He would give us grace to walk with 
love and good will in the path of His command- 
ments. This will lead us to the heavenly Canaan, 
our promised country and eternal inheritance, 
to which we must send our hearts before us, and 
firmly fix them there, where Christ, our true joy 
and treasure, is. 

The (Sptetle, accordingly, draws our hearts up 
to the Father of light and love, from Whom every 
good and perfect gift cometh. He made us for 
Himself; and when we had lost His favour by 
sin, having mercifully redeemed and restored us 
to His grace, has adopted us anew to be His 
children, and tiie heirs of His glory. Therefore, 
our gratitude, duty, and happiness, bind us to 
listen to His word, and be affectionately obedient 
to it, however contrary it may sometimes appear 
to our corrupt inclinations and impatient desires. 



FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER BASTER. 251 

The (Soslpel of our blessed Lord gives us great 
encouragement to this purpose by its good news 
(which the word Gospel means). It assures us 
that He is gone to plead our cause in the court 
of heaven, and prepare blissful mansions for us 
above; and that though He be absent from us 
in body, yet He is ever spiritually present with 
us by that Divine Comforter, one with Himself, 
Whom He promised to send, and did indeed send, 
to be with His whole Church, and every well- 
meaning and obedient member of it, to the end 
of the world. Surely, then, since it is this blessed 
Spirit, the Holy Ghost, Who sheds abroad the love 
of God in our hearts, we shall love the Lord our 
God with all our hearts, soul, and might ; — and to 
this we are led by the affectionate commands, in- 
structions, and warnings, given us in this day's 
proper Hedi^onif : that as loving and obedient 
children we may fear the Lord our God for our 
good always ; fervently praying the God ofpeace, 
Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus^ 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, to make us 
perfect in every good work to do His will, work- 
ing in us that which is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ ; to Whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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dTtftf) ^unKai^ after (Sanitx. 

This is called Rogation Sunday f because upon the three 
following days Rogations and Litanies were used. 



"And they worshipped Hira, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy : and were continually in the Temple, praising and 
Blessing Ood. Amen."— ZruAre xziv. 52, 53. 

For forty days after His resurrection did our 
Saviour Christ endure to remain below, at a dis- 
tance from the glory which He hud purchased. 
The glory was now His ; He might have entered 
into it Had He not had enough of earth ? What 
should detain Him here, instead of returning to 
the Father, and claiming His throne ? 

He delayed in order to comfort and instruct 
those who had forsaken Him in the hour of trial. 
A time had just passed when their faith had all but 
failed, even while they had His pattern before 
their eyes ; and a time, or rather a long period, 
was in prospect, when heavier trials far were to 
come upon them ; yet He was to be withdrawn. 
They hitherto understood not that suffering is 
the path to glory, and that none sit down upon 
Christ's throne who do not first overcome as He 
overcame. He stayed to impress upon them this 
lesson, lest they should still misunderstand the 
Gospel, and fail a second time. '^ Ought not 
Christ," He said, ^* to suffer these things, and to 
enter into His glory ?" 

And having taught them fully, after forty days 
at length He rose above the troubles of this 
world. He rose above the atmosphere of sin, 
sorrow, and remorse, which broods over it. He 
entered into the region of peace and joy, into 
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the pure light, the dwelling-place of Angels, the 
courts of the Most High, through which resound 
continually the chants of blessed spirits, and the 
praises of the seraphim. There He entered, leav- 
ing His brethren in due season to come after 
Him, by the light of His example, and the grace 
of His Spirit. Yet, though forty days was a long 
season for Him to stay, it was but a short while 
for the Apostles to have Him among them. What 
feelings must have been theirs when He parted 
from them I So late found, so early lost again ; 
hardly known, and then snatched away. The 
history of the two disciples at Emmaus was a 
figure or picture of the condition of the eleven. 
Their eyes were holden that they should not 
know Him, while He talked with them for three 
years ; then suddenly they were opened, and He 
forthwith vanished away. So had it been with 
all of them. " Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet thou hast not known Me, Philip ?" 
(John xiv. 9) had already been His expostulation 
with one of them. They had not known Him all 
through His ministry. Peter, indeed, had con- 
fessed Him to be the Christ, the Son of the living 
God; but even he shewed inconsistency and 
change of mind in his understanding of this great 
truth. They did not understand at that time who 
and what He was. 

But after His resurrection it was otherwise : 
Thomas touched His hands and His side, and 
said, " My Lord and my God ;" in like manner 
they all began to know Him; at length they 
acknowledged Him as the Living Bread which 
came down from heaven, and was the Life q.^n2w&. 
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world. But hardly bad they known Him, when 
He withdrew Himself once for all from their 
sight, never to see them again, or to be seen by 
them, on earth ; never to visit earth again, till He 
comes at the last day to receive all saints unto 
Himself, and to take them to their rest. 

" So, then, after the Lord had spoken unto 
them. He was received up into heaven, and sat 
on the right hand of God" (Mark xvi. 19). Late 
found, early lost This, perhaps, was the Apos- 
tles' first feeling on His parting from them. And 
the like often happens here below. We under- 
stand our blessings just when about to forfeit 
them ; prospects are most hopeful just when they 
are most hopelessly clouded. Years upon years 
we have had great privileges, the light of truth, 
the presence of holv men, opportunities of religi- 
ous improvement, kind and tender parents; yet 
we knew not, or thought not, of our happiness ; 
we valued not our gift; and then it is taken 
away, just when we have begun to value it. 

What a time must that forty days have been, 
during which, while He taught them, all His past 
teaching must have risen in their minds, and their 
thoughts then must have recurred in overpowering 
contrast to their thoughts now ; His manner of 
life. His ministry. His discourses. His parables, 
His miracles. His meekness, gravity, incompre- 
hensible majesty, the mystery of His thoughts 
and feelings; the agony, the scourge, the cross, 
the crown of thorns, the spear, the tomb; their 
despair, their unbelief, their perplexity, their 
amazement, their sudden joy, their triumph I 

All this was in their minds ; and surely not the 
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least at the awful hour when He led His breath- 
less followers out to Bethany on the fortieth day. 
<^ He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He 
lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it 
came to pass, while He blessed them, He was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven" 
(Luke xxiv. 50, 51). Surely all His history, all 
His dealings with them, came before them, ga- 
thered up in that moment. Then, as they gazed 
upon that Divine countenance and that dreadful 
form, every thought and feeling they ever had 
about Him came upon them at once. He had 
gone through His work ; theirs was to come, their 
work and their sufferings. He was leaving them 
just at the most critical time. When Elijah went 
up, Elisha said, " My father, my father, the cha- 
riot of Israel and the horsemen thereof." With 
a like feeling might the Apostles now gaze up 
into heaven, as if with the hope of arresting His 
ascent. Their Lord and their God, the light of 
their eyes, the stay of their hearts, the guide of 
their feet, was taken away. 

Well might they use the Church's words as now : 
"We beseech Thee, leave us not comfortless." 
O Thou Who wast so gentle and familiar with us. 
Who didst converse with us by the way, and sit 
at meat with us, and didst enter the vessel with 
us, and teach us on the mount, and bear the ma- 
lice of the Pharisees^ and feast with Martha, and 
raise Lazarus, art Thou gone, and shall we see 
Thee no more ? Yet so it was determined : privi- 
leges they were to have, but not the same ; and 
their thoughts henceforth were to be of another 
kind than heretofore. It was in vailw. ^a^'s^^^'^ 
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back what was past and over. They were bufc; 
told, as they gazed, "This same Jesus, Which ia 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.*' 



'* Neverthelesf I tell yo« the truth : it is expedient for yov that I 
go away ; for if I ffo not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you: hut if 1 depart, I ¥rill send Hhn unto you."— 51. 
John xvL 7. 

My Saviour, can it ever be 
Tluit I should gain by loiing Thee ? 
The watchful mother tarries nigh, 
Thoagh sleep have closed her ii^ant's eye ; 
For should he wake and find her gone, 
She knows she could not hear his moan. 
But I am weaker than a child, 

And Tliou art more than mother dear ; 
Without Thee Heaven were but a wild : 

How can I live without Thee here ? 



'Tis good for you that I should go^ 
ou lingering yet a while below ; — 



You 

'Tis Thine own gracious promise, Lord ! 

Thy saints have proved the faithful word. 

When heaven's light boundless avenue 

Far opened on thdr eager view ; 

And homeward to Thv Father's throne. 

Still lesseidng, brightening on their sights 
Thy shadowv car went soaring on. 

They tracked Thee up th' abyss of light 



The days of hope and prayer are past. 
The day of comfort dawns at last : 
The everlasting gates again 
Roll back, and lo I a royal train — 
From the far depth of light once more 
The floods of glory earthward poor ; 



\ 
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They part like shower-drops in mid- air. 
But ne'er so soft fell noon- tide shower, 

Nor evening rainbow gleamed so fair 
To weary swains in parched bower. 

Swiftly and straight each tongue of flame 

Through cloud and breeze unwavering came, 

And darted to its place of rest 

On some meek brow of Jesus blest : 

Nor fades it yet, that living gleam, 

And still those lambent lightnings stream. 

Where'er the Lord is, there are they ; 

In every heart that gives them room, 
They light his altar every day, 

Zeal to inflame, and vice consume. 

Soft as the plumes of Jesus' Dove 
They nurse the soul to heavenly love : 
The struggling spark of good within, 
Just smother'd in the strife of sin. 
They quicken to a timely glow. 
The pure flame spreading high and low. 
Said I, that prayer and hope were o'er ? 

Nay, Blessed Spirit ! but by Thee 
The Church's prayer finds wings to soar. 

The Church's hope finds eyes to see. 

Then, fainting soul, arise and sing ; 
Mount, but be sober on the wing ; 
Mount up, for heaven is won by prayer, 
Be sober, ifor thou art not there : 
Till Death the weary spirit firee. 
Thy God hath said 'tis good for thee 
To walk by faith and not by sight : 

Take it on trust a little while ; 
Soon shalt thou read the mystery right 

In the full sunshine of His smile. 
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Services for the Fifth Sunday after Easter. 

i^onung ItMtixif Deut. viii. 

(Cbmfng ItMrn^ Deut. ix. 

(Cpii^tUy St. James i. 22. 

6oslpely St. John xvi. 23. 

Ci^e Collect. — O Lord, from whom all good 
things do come ; grant unto us, Thy humble 
servants, that by Thy holy inspiration, we may 
think those things that be good, and by Thy 
merciful guiding may perfonp the same, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ Amen. 

This Sunday, and the three following days, 
close up the forty during which our Lord was 
pleased to continue upon earth after His resurrec- 
tion. He stayed here so long before He returned 
to His glory, and frequently appeared to His dis- 
ciples, that He might give proofs that could not 
be doubted, and make the most unbelieving sure, 
that the very same Jesus, Who died upon the cross, 
was alive again, the conqueror of death by His 
rising from the dead. During the forty days that 
He was now on earth. He comforted and directed 
His followers ; He taught the Apostles particularly 
in the things concerning the kingdom of God ; 
picturing to them the constitution, government, 
discipline, and good order of His Church, the way 
to the Church above, and the kingdom of glory 
after the general resurrection shall have conquered 
death for ever. He gave these directions for His 
new ordinance and last and most perfect state of 
His Church here below, as He had formerly 
shewed to Moses the pattern of the Levitical ap- 
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pointments upon the mount. But that was given 
in thunder, fire, and terror ; this, in the still small 
voice, which in great mildness gave the law of 
love. This mild majesty of God in the flesh, 
having fulfilled His most merciful purpose, by 
having suffered, done, and taught, all that was 
necessary upon earth for our salvation, was now 
about to ascend to heaven, there to be our con- 
tinual Advocate and Intercessor ; and by the steps 
of ascent which He had marked out in His Church, 
to draw us up after. Him. 

The Church, then, having spent forty days in 
the joy of Easter, making up with high interest 
for the forty days of the sorrow of Lent, now 
prepares for her Lord's leaving her by His ascen- 
sion. This is a sad event to the feelings, which 
always sufier by separation from a beloved friend, 
but one of supporting comfort to faith, exciting 
hope and love by the consideration of our follow- 
ing after Him, and being ever inseparably with 
Him, to enjoy Him in perpetual happiness. 

Meantime, in the devout and faithful use of the 
offices which He has appointed in His Church, 
we shall keep up a constant communion with Him, 
He dwelling in us, and we in Him. This Sunday 
is, accordingly, called Rogation Sunday; and 
the three following days. Rogation or Litany 
days — Rogation and Litany being words of the 
same meaning — most earnest prayer, or most 
humble supplication. The Litany, then, seems to 
be the proper office for each of these days, no 
other being appointed by the Church, although 
they ure numbered among her fasts. They pre- 
pare us for the high festi^val oC iVvfe Ks^^^'i>ss^^ 



260 SUNDAY SERVICES* 

and serve to pray for the blessing of Ood upon 
the springing fruits of the earth ; for vain is 
human labour in sowing, planting, or watering, 
except God give the increase. For this and every 
purpose of confession of sin, prayer for deliver- 
ance from the punishment due to it, petition, in- 
tercession, and supplication, the Litany of our 
Church is as excellent as any that is anywhere to 
be found ; for matter, it is full and solid, and for 
manner, tenderly moving and affecting to every 
devout heart. 

The Collect for the Sunday, which is said in 
course until Ascension-Day, teaches and helps us 
to pray to Him from Whom all good things do 
come, that the life-giving virtue of His Spirit, and 
His divine breathing upon us, may so work upon 
our hearts and minds, that we may think well, 
and do what is good and agreeable to Him. And 
thus, seeking first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, all things that are truly necessary 
for our bodily support shall be added to us, ac- 
cording to our Lord's never-failing promise to 
those who do not only call upon Him, but also do 
the will of their Father in heaven. 

For the (Cpti^tU warns us that it is not enough 
to hear His word, with whatever joy and affection, 
without real performance and strict obedience; 
separated from which, all pretence to religion is 
vain. Religion, in order to be pleasing to God, 
must be purely directed to Him before Whom we 
ever walk ; and sincere love to Him will produce, 
in consequence, love to all men, with tender con- 
sideration of those who are in sorrow or need, 
for Hb sake. It will lead us also to restrain and 
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conquer those corrupt desires of worldly wealth 
and fleshly pleasures, which make us impure be- 
fore God, and unfit to appear in His presence 
either here or hereafter, either in the Church 
below or in the Church above. So that this text 
of the (Spiitlt, " Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this, to vbit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world," really takes in 
our whole duty to God, our neighbour, and our- 
selves. To prayer, as our great safeguard, our 
strength in every duty, our Lord excites us in the 
&Ofipt\; preparing His disciples for His ascen- 
sion, and comforting them amidst the sorrows of 
life, by His conquest over the world, for Himself 
and for them. The proper Lessons strongly lead 
us to love and obedience, in consideration of the 
great goodness of God in conducting us, while 
passing through the wilderness, amidst the snares 
and rough steps of life. To Him alone we must 
give the praise of all our mercies, and never take 
any merit or desert to ourselves, but be ever deeply 
humbled under the penitential sense of our many 
sins and ungrateful rebellions against Him, too 
much alike to those of the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness. If we thus walk humbly with our God, and 
be lowly in our own eyes, we shall be holden up, 
and walk safely. But pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall. '< Hold 
Thou me up, gracious Lord, and I shall be safe ; 
yea, my delight shall be ever in Thy statutes.*' 
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This is called Expectation-Week ; for now the Ap< 
were earnestly expecting the fulfilment of that promi 
our Lord, " If I go away, I will send the Comforter to 3 

" Why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus, "S 
is Mken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like m 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven."— ^cto L 11. 

Soft cloud, that, while the breeze of May 
Chants her glad matins in the leafy arch, 

Draw'st thy bright veil across the heavenly way, 
Meet pavement for an Angel's glorious march. 

Mysoul is envious of mine eye, 

That it should soar and glide with thee so fast, 
The while my grovelling thoughts half buried lie. 

Or lawless roam around this earthly waste. 

Chains of my heart, avaunt ! I say, 
I will arise, and in the strength of love 

Pursue the bright track ere it fade away. 
My Saviour's pathway to His home above. 

The sun and every vassal star. 

All space, beyond the soar of angel-wings. 
Wait on His word : and yet He stays His car 

For every sigh a contrite suppliant brings. 

He listens to the silent tear, 

For all the anthems of the boundless sky — 
And shall our dreams of music bar our ear 

To His soul-piercing voice for ever nigh ? 

Nay, gracious Saviour — ^but as now 

Our thoughts have traced Thee to Thy glory-thro 
So help, us evermore with Thee to bow 

Where human sorrow breathes her lowly moan. 
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** And they worshipped Hhn, and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy : and were continually in the temple, praising and 
lessiug Ood. Amen.*' — Luke xxiy. 52, 53. 

How was it that when nature would have wept, 
the Apostles rejoiced ? When Mary came to the 
sepulchre, and found not our Lord's body, she stood 
without at the sepulchre weeping, and the Angels 
said unto her, as Christ said after them, << Woman, 
why weepest thou ?" Yet, on our Saviour's de- 
parture, forty days afterwards, when the Angels 
would reprove the Apostles, they did but say, 
" Why stand ye gazing up into heaven ?" There 
was no sorrow in the Apostles, in spite of their 
loss, in spite of the prospect before them, but 
"great joy," and ^'continual praise and blesising." 

May we venture to surmise that this rejoicing 
was the high temper of the brave and noble- 
minded, who have faced danger in idea, and are 
prepared for it ? Moses brought out of Egypt a 
timid nation, and in the space of forty years trained 
it to be full of valour for the task of conquering 
the promised land; Christ in forty days trains 
His Apostles to be bold and patient instead of 
cowards. " They mourned and wept" at the be- 
ginning of the season, but at the end they are full 
of courage for the good fight ; their spirits mount 
high with their Lord ; and when He is received 
out of their sight, and their own trial begins, 
" they return to Jerusalem with great joy, and 
are continually in the temple, praising and bless- 
ing God." 

For Christ surely had taught them what it 
was to have their treasure in heaven; and they 
rejoiced, not that their Lord was gone, but that 
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their hearts had gone with Him. Their hearts 
were no longer on earth ; they were risen aloft. 
When He died on the cross, they knew not whi- 
ther He was gone. Before He was seized, they 
had said to Him, ** Lord, whither goest Thou ? 
Lord, we know not whither Thou goest." They 
could but follow Him into the grave, and then 
mourn, for they knew no better; but now they 
saw Him ascend on high, and in spirit they as- 
cended with Him. Mary wept at the grave, be- 
cause she thought enemies had taken Him away, 
and she knew not where they had laid Him. 
" Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also" (Matt. vi. 21). Mary had no heart, for 
her treasure was lost ; but the Apostles were con- 
tinually in the temple, prabing and blessing God, 
for their hearts were in heaven ; or, in St Paul's 
words, they ^'were dead, and their life was hid 
with Christ in God." 

Strengthened, then, with this knowledge, they 
were able to face those trials, which Christ first 
underwent Himself, and foretold as their portion. 
« Whither I go," He had said to St. Peter, « thou 
canst not follow Me now, but thou shalt follow 
Me afterwards." And He told them, " They shall 
put you out of the synagogues; yea, the time 
Cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service" (John xvi. 2). That time 
was now coming, and they were able to rejoice 
in what so troubled them forty days before ; for 
they understood the promise, " To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
My Father in His throne" (Rev. iii. 21). 
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It will be well if we take this lesson to ourselves, 
and learn that great truth which the Apostles 
shrank from at first, but at length rejoiced in. 
Christ suffered, and entered into joy ; so did they, 
in their measure, after Him. And, in our measure, 
so do we. It is written, that '^ through much 
tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of 
God." God has all things in His own hands. 
He can spare — He can inflict; He often spares 
(may He spare us still I), but He often tries us ; 
in one way or another He tries every one. At some 
time or other of the life of every one there is 
pain» and sorrow, and trouble. So it is ; and the 
sooner, perhaps, we can look upon it as a law of 
our Christian condition the better. One gene- 
ration comes, and then another. They issue forth 
and succeed like leaves in spring ; and in all this 
law is observable. They are tried, and then they 
triumph ; they are humbled, and then are exalted ; 
they overcome the world, and then they sit down 
on Christ's throne. 

Hence St Peter, who at first was in such 
amazement and trouble at his Lord's afflictions, 
bids us not look on suffering as a " strange thing 
happened to us, but refoiccy inasmuch as we are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when His 
glory shall be revealed, we may be glad also with 
exceeding joy." Again ; St. Paul says, " We 
glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience." And again, " If so be we suf- 
fer with Him, that we may be also glorified toge- 
ther." And again, *^ If we suffer, we shall also 
reign with Him." And St. John, " The world 
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not." " We 

A A 
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know that when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 Pet. iv. 
13 ; Rom. v. 3 ; 2 Tim. ii. 12; 1 John iii. 1, 2). 

What is here said of persecution will apply of 
course to all trials, and much more to those lesser 
trials which are the utmost which Christians have 
commonly to endure now. Yet I suppose it is 
a long time before any one of us acknowledges 
and understands that his own state on earth is, in 
one shape or other, a state of trial and sorrow ; 
and that if he has intervals of outward peace, 
this is all gain, and more than he has a right 
to expect. 

Yet how different must the state of the Church 
appear to beings who can look upon it as a whole, 
who have looked upon it for ages — as the Angels I 
We know what experience does for us in this 
world. Men get to see and understand the course 
of things, and by what rules it proceeds, and they 
can foretell what will happen, and they are not 
surprised at what does happen. They take the 
history of things as a matter of course. They 
are not startled that things happen in one way, 
not in another ; it is the rule. Night comes after 
day ; winter after summer ; cold, n*ost, and snow, 
in their season. Certain illnesses have their ap- 
pointed times, or visit at certain ages. All things 
go through a process — they have a beginning and 
an end. Grown men know this, but it is other- 
wise with children. To them every thing that 
happens is strange and surprising. They by turns 
feel wonder, admiration, or fear at every thing 
that happens ; they do not know whether it will 
happen again or not And so too as regards the 
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state of our souls under the covenant of mercy : 
the heavenly host, who see what is going on upon 
earth, Well understand, even from having seen it 
often, what b the course of a soul travelling from 
hell to heaven. They have seen, again and again, 
in numberless instances, that suffering is the path 
to peace ; that they that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy ; and that what was true of Christ is fulfilled 
in a measure in His followers. 

Let us try to accustom ourselves to this view 
of the subject The whole Church, all elect souls, 
each in its turn, is called to this necessary work. 
Once it was the turn of others, and now it is 
our turn. Once it was the Apostles' turn. It 
was St. Paul's turn once. He had all cares on 
him at once; covered from head to foot with 
cares, as Job was with sores. And, as if all this 
were not enough, he had a thorn in the flesh 
added, some personal discomfort ever with him. 
Yet he did his part well — he was as a strong and 
bold wrestler in his day, and at the close of it was 
able to say, *< I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith'* (2 
Tim. iv. 7). And after him, the excellent of the 
earth, the white-robed army of Martyrs, and the 
cheerful company of Confessors, each in his turn, 
each in his day, likewise played the man. 

And so down to this very time, when faith has 
well nigh failed, first one and then another have 
been called out to exhibit before the Great King. 
It is as though all of us were allowed to stand 
around His throne at once, and He called on 
first this man and then that, to take up the chant 
by himself, each in hb turn having to re\^e&t ths. 
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melody which his brethren have before gone 
through. Or as if we held a solemn dance to 
His honour in the courts of heaven, and each had 
by himself to perform some one and the same 
solemn and graceful movement at a signal given. 
Or as if it were some trial of strength or agility ; 
and while the ring of bystanders beheld and ap- 
plauded, we in succession, one by one, were actors 
in the pageant. 

Such is our state; Angels are looking on — 
Christ has gone before — Christ has given us an 
example, that we may follow His steps. He went 
through far more, infinitely more, than we can be 
called to suffer. Our brethren have gone through 
much more ; and they seem to encourage us by 
their success, and to feel with us in our attempt 
Now it is our turn; and all ministering spirits 
keep silence and look on. O let not your foot 
slip, or your eye be false, or your ear dull, or 
your attention flagging I Be not dispirited — be 
not afraid ; keep a good heart ; be bold ; draw 
not back ; you will be carried through. Whatever 
troubles come on you, of mind, body, or estate, 
from within or from without; from chance or 
from intent; from friends or from foes, — what- 
ever your trouble be, though you be lonely, O 
children of a heavenly Father, be not afraid I 
Quit you like men in your day ; and when it is 
over, Christ will receive you to Himself, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 
from you. 

Christ is already in that place of peace, which 
is all in all. He is on the right hand of God. 
He is hidden in the brightness of the radiance 
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which issues from the everlasting throne. He is 
in the very abyss of peace, where there is no voice 
of tumult or distress, but a deep stillness — stillness, 
that greatest and most awful of all goods which we 
can fancy, that most perfect of joys, the utter, 
profound, unspeakable tranquillity of the Divine 
Being. He has entered into His rest. 

O how great a good will it be, if, when this 
troublesome life is over, we in our turn also enter 
into the same rest I — if the time shall one day 
come, when we shall enter into His tabernacle 
above, and hide ourselves under the shadow of 
His wings ; if we shall be of the number of those 
blessed dead who die in the Lord, and rest from 
their labour I 

Here we are tossing upon the sea, and the 
wind is contrary. All through the day we are 
tried and tempted in various ways. We cannot 
think, speak, or act, but infirmity and sin are at 
hand. 

But in the unseen world, where Christ has 
entered, all is peace. There is the eternal throne, 
and a rainbow around it, like unto an emerald ; 
and in the midst of the throne the Lamb that has 
been slain, and has redeemed many people by 
His blood ; and round about the throne four-and- 
twenty seats for as many elders, all clothed in 
white raiment, and crowns of gold upon their 
heads ; and four living beings full of eyes before 
and behind ; and seven Angels standing before 
God, and doing His pleasure unto the ends of the 
earth ; and the Seraphim above ; and withal, a 
great multitude which no man can number, of 
all nations, and kindred, and people, a».d Iwc^^^^ 

A A^ 



270 SUNDAY SERVICES. 

clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands : '' These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 
14). '' They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heaf *' There is no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither any more pain ; for 
the former things are passed away" (Rev.xxi. 4). 
Nor any more sin, nor any more guilt, no more 
remorse, no more punishment, no more penitence, 
no more trial, no infirmity to depress us, no 
affection to mislead us, no passion to transport 
us, no prejudice to blind us, no sloth, no pride, 
no envy, no strife, but the light of God's coun- 
tenance, and a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne. 

That is our home; here we are but in pil- 
grimage, and Christ is calling us home. He calls 
us to His many mansions, which He has prepared. 
And the Spint and the Bride call us too, and all 
things will be ready for us by the time of our 
coming. ^* Seeing, then, that we have a great 
High Priest that has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession ;" seeing we have ^* so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight ;'' <* let us 
labour to enter into our rest ;** ^^ let us come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need" (Heb. iv. 11, 14, 16; xii. 1). 
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Services for the Sunday after Ascensiori'Day, 

i&s^xnin% tei^tlon, Deuteronomy xii. 

(Ebenmg tetljelony Deuteronomy xiii. 

ffipfetU, 1 St. Peter iv. 7. 

dofSpely St. John xv. 26, &c. 

Ci&e ColUct.— O God, the King of glory, Who 
hast exalted Thine only Son Jesus Christ, with 
great triumph, into Thy kingdom in heaven ; we 
beseech Thee, leave us not comfortless, but send 
to us Thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt 
us to the same place whither our Saviour Christ 
has gone before. Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

This Sunday, keeping up the spirit and devo- 
tion of our Saviour's Ascension, raises our hearts 
and minds by its Collect, as in that of the high 
festival itself, to follow Him to heaven, in fervent 
affection and heaveuly-mindedness. We rejoice 
in His all-glorious exaltation, Who, as He came 
down from heaven for us men and for our sal- 
vation, so for us also He returned thither, that 
He might send from thence the Comforter, the 
Holy Ghost. That Divine Spirit, the Third Per- 
son in the most Holy Trinity, of one substance 
with the Father and the Son, is the Giver of the 
spiritual life which human nature had lost by the 
fall, but which Christ's promised, and in due time 
fully performed, redemption has regained. He 
accordingly breathed, from the beginning, into 
all who did not by their sins and impenitence 
hinder His grace, every good thought, ^roducuv^^ 



272 SUNDAY SERVICES. 

good words and deeds, through all ages, before 
and under the law of Moses. But as we learn 
this in Holy Scripture, so there we also learn that 
the highest degree of His communication was not 
given to the Church till after our Redeemer's 
ascension into heaven. 

The Spirit was not given till Jesus was glorified 
(St. John viii. 39), and was then sent down as a 
triumphant gift upon His taking possession of His 
royal throne at the right hand of His Father. 
As such we now receive Him in Christian baptism, 
completed by confirmation. ** He dwelleth with 
you," said our Lord, " and shall be in you'' (St. 
John xiv. 17) ; plainly making a difference in the 
degrees of His grace, before and after. 

For fresh supplies of this Holy Spirit, the 
Church, about to celebrate His coming, makes 
her earnest prayer, sensible that without His all- 
gracious help, we should have no spiritual breath 
or life in us, nor rise to that high and holy place 
of bliss and glory, whither our Saviour is gone as 
our forerunner. She prays, therefore, that by 
His Holy Spirit He may meanwhile comfort and 
prepare us, and, by His love, at length draw us 
up after Him. 

Being now, since our Lord's coming, under the 
last dispensation of religion, the (SfifMt leads our 
thoughts to the end of all things, when He, Who 
ascended far above all heavens, shall come again 
from thence to judge the world, to judge the 
whole race of mankind, and dispose of all as their 
several capacities shall be. From this we are 
most powerfully exhorted to Wn^ «iXv^ ^^X. ^<5> vcw 
tAe mean time, with such aobT\eV>j wv^ ^^nwA. 
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watchfulness, as that then we may be able to give 
a good account of our stewardship ; holy love, or 
charity, duly exercised, bring the grace which 
shall give us joy, and be our life in God, Who is 
love itself, without end or measure. 

Our Saviour, in the ®0£{pel, assures us of com- 
fort and encouragement amidst our present duties 
and difficulties ; and the tesflonfly directing and 
warning the Israelites in the wilderness, before 
they came to their rest and inheritance, stir us up 
to reflect that our life in this world is a state of 
toil and travel, but leading to a heavenly rest and 
happy home. The (Cbening %tfiiion warns us to 
walk carefully in the mean time, that we may not 
be seduced by the vanities of the world, and the 
temptation of its pleasures, which flatter and feed 
the " fleshly lusts" of the body, but weaken faith 
and kill the soul. The Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter, for Whom we now pray, is that Spirit 
" Whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him." While in 
the world, therefore, we must not be of it; but 
while we lawfully use the things of it, we must 
not abuse them, nor set our hearts upon them, 
but love and seek the things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

The week before Whit-Sunday has been called 
Expectation- Week ; from the expectant state 
of our Lord's disciples between the time of His 
leaving them and sending the Holy Ghost to en- 
lighten and comfort them. " Tarry ye," He said, 
"in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be indued ^v^fci. 
power from on high" (^St. liviVL^ 'x.^vn . ^S^^* 'XNnr. 
Church, therefore, pTepaniig \.o Ci^s^^^^fc >(5sNfc^>5^ 



274 SUNDAY SERVICES. 

festival which crowns and closes all the rest^ 
justly expects that her children shall make diligent 
search into the state of their souls, and see that 
they be well disposed to receive the Holy Ghost, 
Who dwells in the humble and contrite heart, 
that is kept pure and clear, but will not abide 
when iniquity cometh in. Although, then, the 
wise must always be provided with oil, and their 
lamps be kept burning ; yet when they expect spe- 
cial visits of the Bridegroom of their souls, Who 
said, ^^ I will not leave you comfortless ; I will come 
to you" (and with Whom the Father and the Holy 
Ghost always come, the Three being inseparably 
One), they ought to trim their lamps, and have 
them brightly burning. This they must do, by 
using and exercising special offices of preparation, 
suitable to the plain and wise directions which 
the Church gives in her exhortations before the 
Holy Communion. These are shortly, but very 
clearly and fully, summed up in the last answer 
of her Catechism, in which, supposing the person 
to be well taught already in the nature and end 
of the Divine Institution, she tells us what is re- 
quired of those who would receive it worthily, as 
the commemoration of the sacrifice of the death 
of Christ, and sacrament of His Body and Blood, 
for the application of all the benefits, which He 
by His precious blood-shedding bought for us. 
But such careful and special exercises at par- 
ticular times are meant to make us constantly 
careful to live at all times, so as to be ever de- 
voutly and religiously disposed to go to the altar 
at every possible opportunity, with ^ood hoye of 
being accept^^ by God, t\vtou^\i oxxx ^«bN\Qv«^% 
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mercy. A holy life is that constant preparation 
to which our Baptism binds us; in which we 
promised and vowed to keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and to walk in the same all the 
days of our life. So shall we be continually as- 
cending after our Saviour, and be prepared to 
celebrate an eternal festival of heavenly joy and 
glorious immortality I 
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' ' And ■uddenlT tbera e&me > lound from he»«i u of ■ r 
might/ wind, ud II Blled all Ihe bouK wlwre thcT were ■ 
and tbece appeued unto them cloTea tongue* like ai 
and it lat upon each of them ) and llwy were all flUfd w 
Holjr abotV'-AcU II. S. I. 

Wbin Ood of old o«m« down from besrcD, 

In power and wrath He cune ; 
Before Hii feet the cloodi were riien, 

Half dorkneu and half flame. 
Aroond tlie trembling mountain'! haie 

The proatrale peo^ lar ; 
A day of wrath and not of graea — 

A dim and dreadftil daj. 
But when He came the K«oud Ume, 

He came in power and lore t 
Softer than gale at momini prime 

Horer'd Hii holj Dots. 
The fires that nub'd on Sinai down 
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like arrows went those lightnings forth, 

Wing'd with the sinner's doom ; 
But these, like tongues, o'er all the earth 

Proclaiming life to come. 

And as on Israel's awe- struck ear 

The voice exceeding loud, 
The trump the Angels quake to hear, 

ThrillM from the deep, dark cloud ; 

So, when the Spirit of our God 

Came down His flock to find, 
A voice from heaven was heard abroad, 

A rushing mighty wind. 

Nor doth the outward ear alone 

At that high warning start ; 
Conscience gives back the appalling tone, 

'Tis echoed in the heart 

It fills the Church of God ; it fills 

The sinful world around : 
Only in stubborn hearts and wills 

No place for it is found. 

To other strains our souls are set : 

A giddy whirl of sin 
Fills ear and brain, and will not let 

Heaven's harmonies come in. 

Come, Lord ; come. Wisdom, Love, and Power, 

Open our ears to hear ; 
Let us not miss th' accepted hour, 

Save, Lord, by love or fear. 



" He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness; as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adometn her- 
self with her jewels."— /«. Ixi. 10. 

It is not uncommon in Scripture, as all readers 
must observe, to represent the especial gift of the 

B B 
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Gospel as a robe or garment, bestowed on thoa^ 
who are brought into the Church of Christ. Thus 
in the text the Prophet speaks of being clothed 
with the garments of salvation, ^^ covered with the 
robe of righteousness," as with a rich bridal dress. 
Thus the vision in the book of Zechariah : '* He 
shewed me Joshua the high-priest, standing before 
the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to resist him. And the Lord said to 
Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the 
Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee; 
is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? Now 
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood 
before the Angel. And He answered and spake 
unto those that stood before Him, saying. Take 
away the filthy garments from him. And unto 
him He said. Behold I have caused thine iniquity 
to pass from thee; and I will clothe thee with 
change of raiment. And I said. Let them set 
a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
mitre upon his head, and clothed him with gar- 
ments" (Zech. iii. 1-5). In like manner, when 
the prodigal son came home, his father put on 
him '* the best robe,'' '* and a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet,*^ agreeable to which is St. 
Paul's declaration, that << as many as have been 
baptised into Christ have put on Christ'* 

It appears that the robe vouchsafed to us is the 
inward Presence of Christ, ministered to us by the 
Holv Ghost : we are instructed not to injure or 
profane it, but so to honour it in our outward 
conduct, that it may be continued and increased 
In us. For iiistance, our Lord 60^%, " TVvqm Kaat 
a few names even in SardiB, "wYiVcVi Yv^cs^ xvq\. ^^- 
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filed their garments; and they shall walk with 
Me in white, for they are worthy" (Rev. iii. 4). 

What is told us of that which Adam lost will 
explain to us what it is we gain. When he sinned 
he was stripped of his clothing from above, as of 
a covering, and shrank from the sight of himself. 
This was one sign of his inward loathsomeness : 
and accordingly, all through Scripture, we find 
stress is laid on one especial punishment, which 
is hereafter to result from sin, of a most piercing 
and agonising character, — the manifestation of our 
shame. When we consider what our feelings are 
now aDs connected with this subject, we may fancy 
what an inexpressibly keen anguish is thus in 
store for sinners, when their eyes shall be opened, 
who at present ^^ glory in their shame, and mind 
earthly things." 

Such, then, was Adam's loss in God's sight, as 
visibly typified ; and such as what he lost is the 
nature of the Gospel-gift, sO far as it is a return 
to what he lost. And as such our Lord speaks 
of it in the Apocalypse, warning us, as of our 
natural destitution, so of His power and willing- 
ness to remedy it. " I counsel thee," He says, 
" to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
may est be rich, and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear'* (Rev. iii. 18). And 
again, '^ Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see 
his shame" (Rev. xvi. 15). Christ thus clothes 
us in God's sight with something over and ^\iQ,x<5i 
nature, which Adam forieiled. 

Whatever else Adam \iad >o^ t5ixea5C\ww^ vk®* 
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seems to have been one main gift, or rather that 
in which all others were contained, the Presence 
of Ood the Holy Ghost in him, exalting him into 
the family and service of His Almighty Creator. 
This was his clothing; this he lost by disobedience; 
this Christ has regained for us. 

Even in our present state of humiliation, this 
gift is no less than a grafting invisibly into the 
Body of Christ; a mysterious union with Him^ 
and a fellowship in all the grace and blessedness 
which is hidden in Him. Thus it separates us 
from other children of Adam, is our badge and 
distinction in the presence of the unseen world, 
and is the earnest of greater good in store. It is 
an angelic glory which good spirits honour, which 
devils tremble at, and which we are bound reve- 
rently to cherish, with a careful abstinence from 
sin, and with the sacrifice of good works. 

Well, then, may Prophets and Apostles exult in 
it as the great gift of divine mercy, as the rich 
garment of salvation, and the jewelled robe of 
righteousness ; as linen clean and white, or as it is 
elsewhere expressed, as " Christ in us," and " upon 
us," and ^^ around us ;" as if it were a light stream- 
ing from our hearts, filling the whole man, wrap- 
ping round aud hiding the features and members 
of our fallen nature, circling round us, and re- 
turning inward to the centre from which it issues. 
ii > The Almighty Father, looking on us, sees not 
us, but this sacred Presence, even His dearly be- 
loved Son spiritually manifested in us ; with His 
blood upon our door-posts, in earnest of that abo- 
Jlshing of sin iriiich is at length to b^ Milled in 
us. 
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Services for Whit-Sunday. 

0{otn{ng leifsjons^i Deut. xvi. to ver. 18 ; Acts 
X. from ver. 34-. 

iEbnttng[ILe£l£lons{| Isaiah xi.; Acts xix. to v. 21. 

(£pifltU| Acts ii. 1. 

dos^pel, St. John xiv. 15. 

Wi^t Collect. — God, Who as at this time didst 
teach the hearts of Thy faithful people, by the 
sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit ; 
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judg- 
ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in His 
holy comfort ; through the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Saviour, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

The law of Moses was the Gospel of Christ, 
covered under types and figures ; and the Gospel 
is that law unveiled, the truth of which the law 
was the type ; the same God, and the same Me- 
diator between God and man, ruling and guiding 
all from beginning to end. 

Between the Old Testament, therefore, and the 
New we trace a plain agreement. The Israelitish 
Fectst of Tabernacles is succeeded by our Christ- 
mas, to commemorate Christ's condescending to 
be bom and dwell among us in a tabernacle of 
flesh. Their Passover has passed into our Eas- 
ter, when we adore Christ the true Paschal 
Lamb, Who, by His blood sprinkled upon the 
cross, has turned destructiou «cw^^ ^\^xix ^^a^^ "«sv^ 
ransomed us from the s\aveT^ oS: «vxi. ^sA\k^^^^^^ 
eternal. And the ancWxvt Penlecost^ %Sjci ^^^'^ 
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after the Passover, in memory of the law of terror, 
eiven in thunder, fire, and thick darkness, from 
Mount Sinai, has given place to our Whit-Sun- 
day, the fiftieth day after Easter, a day of light 
and bright-shining garments, when the law of love 
descended from heaven upon Mount Zion in mild 
and gentle flames, and winning voices in divers 
languages, not bringing dread, but spreading joy 
and glory. 

White is the emblem of light, of purity, and 
joy, that springs from holy love, the fruit of the 
Spirit being first love, and then joy, &c. (Gal. v, 
22, &c.) Sin is the source of sorrow and sad- 
ness; and the guilt of it must be done away before 
gladness can take place. The blood of Christ 
alone can cure and cleanse the sting and stain of 
sin. For this merciful purpose. He opened in His 
own blessed side that ever-flowing fountain, which 
supplies the Sacraments of the Church, duly ad- 
ministered, with life-giving virtue to heal and 
save us. ^' Be baptised," said Christ's commis- 
sioned servant, << and wash away thy sins " (Acts 
xxii. 16). This saving grace, with its happv 
eflects, turns heaviness into joy, puts ofl'the black 
dress of mourning, and clothes the new man with 
the white robe of gladness. 

The early converts of the Church were com- 
monly baptised in the season of Easter, the fes- 
tivity of which is continued down to Pentecost. 
The person baptised was immediately clothed 
with a white garment, as a lively emblem of the 
holiness obtained by the grace of that sacrament* 
See Rev. ///. 4. The words ^otuvetV^ \itotv<i\yuced 
to the baptised on giving tViem tWvc xc\iv» N«<i\^ 
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as follows: <^Take these white garments for a 
token of the innocency which, by God*s grace, is 
given you in the holy mystery of baptism, and 
for a sign whereby ye are admonished, as long aa 
ye live, to give yourselves to innocence of living : 
and may ye bring them forth without spot before 
the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, and be par- 
takers of the rewards of holiness and purity in 
the life everlasting. Amen." 

White is the colour of joy, says Solomon: 
" Let thy garment be always white, for God now 
accepts of thy works" (Eccles. ix. 8). St Cyril, 
referring to this ancient custom of the newly bap- 
tised, uses words to this effect ; " This white 
clothing is to mind you, that you should always 
hereafter go in white. I speak not this to per- 
suade you always to wear white clothes, but that 
you should ever be clothed with spiritual white, 
lightness, and purity of soul, that you may say 
with Isaiah, * I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, for 
He hath clothed me with the garment of salva- 
tion,' &c. (Isaiah Ixi. 10); of which robe of righte- 
ousness and garment of salvation, the white vest- 
ment was a likeness." *< And to her (the Church) 
was granted, that she should be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white ; for fine linen b the righte- 
ousness of saints" (Rev. xix. 8). 

When all the newly baptised appeared to cele- 
brate this festival, it came to be called, by way of 
distinction, the Sunday in white, or Whit-Sun- 
day, which is its title to this day. 

A high festival it is, celebrating the des&c^vA. ^^ 
the Holy Ghost, Who was sewt ^q^ntl Vj ^Nix '^'^^^• 
our after He had ascended \uto \v^^Nea>X.^ ^\i5v.*0BS^ 
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seal upon His wonderful work of our redemptio: 
and salvation. Our redemption He finished upo: 
earth; but our salvation, through all ages, H 
continues to accomplish by the Holy Ghost sen 
down from heaven: "Which things," says Si 
Peter, " the Angels desire to look into." 

The miracles which attended the mystery o 
this day, — the cloven fiery tongues and inspirei 
languages,— ceased when the purpose of them wa 
fulfilled; but the mercies and graces of it con 
tinue to the end of the world, by the means whic! 
our Lord Himself appointed, and placed in th 
hands of the Apostles and their successors. 

Whitsun week is, therefore, very fitly made on 
of the Ember-weeks, to implore the guiding an< 
sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit in the ordi 
nation of the clergy, and their faithful and dili 
gent discharge of the works of their ministry 
For when our Lord had ascended up on high, ani 
taken possession of His throne of glory, haviUj 
led captivity captive, on this triumphant day H 
gave gifts to men. '^ And he gave some Apoe 
ties, and some Prophets, and some Evangelist 
and some Pastors and Teachers, for the perfecl 
ing of the saints, for the work of the ministry, fo 
the edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. i v. 8-12; 

We pray in the Collect for these gifts an 
graces, necessary for all, people as well as clerg] 
fervently praying for His light and comfort, t 
enlighten our understanding that we may judg 
aright, and sanctify our wills that we may faitl 
fullj discharge our duties ; and having alwa^ 
the testimony of a good coT\%CAeTvw., xsivj ev< 
have the joy of the Divine SpmV., \i\ «xv^ ^Owc^xi 
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our Saviour Christ, by Whom alone we hold our 
title. 

The proper Psalms for the Morning Service 
are xlviii. lxviu. 

The first of these is a hymn in honour of Je- 
rusalem, as particularly chosen for the place of 
God*s worship, and for that reason defended by 
His more immediate care from all attacks of .ene- 
mies. It is also a form of thanksgiving to God 
for His mercy, in permitting men to meet in His 
solemn service ; and so in the spiritual sense is an 
acknowledgment of His glorious mercies afford- 
ed to the Christian Church under His gospel, 
and therefore very suitable to this day, when the 
Apostles received the Holy Ghost, and three 
thousand souls were added to the Church. 

Psalm lxviu. was first sung in honour of the 
great deliverance granted to the Israelites, and 
the judgments inflicted upon their enemies ; and 
contains a prophetical description of Christ's as- 
cension, Who " went up on high, and led captio 
vity captive, and received gifts for men," which 
benefits He, as on this day, poured upon the Apos- 
tles, sending '< a gracious rain upon His inherit- 
ance, and refreshing it when it was weary ;" " and 
when the Lord gave the word, great was the com- 
pany of the preachers.** 

The Evening Psalms are civ. cxlv. 

Psalm CIV. is a pious meditation on the power 
and wisdom of God, in making and preserving all 
the creatures of the world. It is used on this 
day, because some verses are very suitable to tke 
subject of it ; for we lierem ce\fe\ix^\fc >^^ vdxt^^s^* 
Jous works of the Holy G\ioaV, ^^^Vc> \SNsAfc >^^ 
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clouds His chariot, and walked upon the wings of 
the wind : the earth," at first, '< trembled at the 
look of Him ;" but it was afterwards '^ renewed 
by His breath, and filled with the fruits of His 
works." He has ever been the secret presence of 
God within the creation, bringing out into form 
and order what was at first shapeless and void* 

Psalm cxlv. is a form of solemn thanksgiving 
to God, very proper for this day, on which we 
" declare the power * of the Third Person of the 
glorious Trinity. 

The First Morkino Lesson contains the law 
of the Jewish Pentecost, or Feast of Weeks. 

The First Evening Lesson is a prophecy of 
the conversion of the Gentiles to the kingdom of 
Christ, through the inspiration of the Apostles by 
the Spirit of God. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy is recorded in 
both the Second Lessons, but especially in the 
portion of Scripture for the Epistle, which de- 
scribes the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Apostles; and the Gospel contains our Lord's 
most comfortable promise of its blessed effects to 
all His faithful followers, who, for the love of Him, 
keep His commandments, and enjoy His continual 
presence, which has with it that of the whole 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Having by the Spirit in baptism been washed 
from the defilement of nature which we had from 
Adam, and having, on our true repentance, washed 
away our stains in the blood shed for remission 
of sins, communicated to us by the eucharistic 
cup, which also refreshes our souls by new sup- 
p/ies of the Holy Spirit, we s\io\M ^VnN^» \\i VJft& 
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strength of the heavenly food, henceforth to shun 
all pollutions, and keep ourselves unspotted from 
the world. "He that overcometh," saith our 
Lord, " shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I 
will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 
but 1 will confess his name before my Father, and 
before His Angels" (Rev. iii. 5). Persevering 
holiness shall then pass into eternal happiness, 
the blessed conquerors having washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
"Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His temple. And 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more, neither shdl the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb, which is in the 
midst of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes** 
(Rev. vii. 15). 




TRINITY SUNDAY, 

AND THE SUNDAYS AFTER TRINITY. 



Creator, Saviour, strengthening Guide, 
Now on Thy mercy's ocean wide 
Far out of sight we seem to glide. 

Help us each hour, with steadier eye 
To search the deepening mystery, 
The wonders of Thy sea and sky. 

The blessed Angels look and long 
To praise Thee with a worthier song. 
And yet our silence does Thee wrong. 

Eternal One, Almighty Trine ! 

(Since Thou art ours, and we are Thine) 

By all Thy love did once resign, 

By all thegrace Thy heavens still hide, 
We pray lliee, keep us at Thy side. 
Creator, Saviour, strengthening Guide I 



** And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 

Lord of hosts 1'*— /«. vi. 8. 

Every Lord's day is a day of rest, but this, per- 
haps, more than all. It commemorates, not an 
act of God, however gracious and glorious, but His 
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own unspeakable perfections and adorable myste- 
riousness. It is a day especially sacred to peace. 
Our Lord left His peace with us when He went 
away : " Peace I leave with you ; My peace I give 
unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you ;" and He said He would send them a Com- 
forter, Who should give them peace. 

Last week we commemorated that Comforter's 
coming ; and to-day we commemorate in an espe- 
cial way His great gift, in that great doctrine 
which is its emblem and its means. " These 
things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye 
might have peace; in the world ye shall have 
tribulation" (John xvi. 33). Christ here says, 
that instead of this world s troubles. He gives His 
disciples peace ; and accordingly, in to-day's Col- 
lect, we pray that we may be kept in the faith of 
the Eternal Trinity in Unity, and be " defended 
from all adversities ;" for in keeping that faith we 
are kept from trouble. 

Hence, too, in the blessing which Moses told 
the priests to pronounce over the children of 
Israel, God's name is put upon them, and that 
three times, in order to bless and keep them, to 
make His face shine on them, to give them peace. 
And hence, again, in our own solemn form of 
blessing, with which we end our public service, 
we impart to the people "the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding " and << the bless- 
ing of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost" 

God is the God of peace, and in giving us 
peace He does but give Himself, He does but 
manifest Himself to us ; for His Presence is peace. 
Hence our Lord, in the same discourse in which 

c c 
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He promised His disciples peace, promised also 
that << He would come and manifest Himself unto 
them/' that *^ He and His Father would come to 
them, and make Their abode with them" (John 
xiv. 21, 23). 

Peace is His everlasting state ; in this world of 
space and time He has wrought and acted ; but 
from everlasting it was not so. For six days He 
wrought, and then He rested according to that rest 
which was His eternal state ; yet not so rested as 
not in one sense to work hitherto, in mercy and 
in judgment towards that world which He had 
created. 

And more especially, when He sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world, and that most gra* 
cious and all-pitiful Son, our Lord, condescended 
to come to us, both He and His Father wrought 
with a mighty hand ; and They vouchsafed the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter, and He also wrought 
wonderfully, and works hitherto. 

Certainly the whole economy of redemption is a 
series of great and continued works ; but still they 
all tend to rest and peace, as at the first They 
began out of rest, and they end in rest. They end 
in that eternal state out of which they began. 

For the last six months we have been tracing 
the history of redemption in our sacred services. 
First, we commemorated the approach of Christ, 
in the weeks of Advent; then His birth, of the 
blessed Mary, at Christmas ; then His circumci- 
sion ; His manifestation to the wise men ; His bap- 
tism and beginning of miracles ; His presentation 
w the temple ; His fasting and lem^^iation in the 
tr/Iderness, in Lent; His agon^ \tv We ^^^^cv-.'NKva 
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betrayal; His mocking and scourging; His Cross 
and Passion ; His Burial ; His Resurrection ; His 
forty days* converse with His disciples after it; 
then His Ascension ; and lastly, the coming of the 
Holy Ghost in His place to remain with the 
Church unto the end, — ^unto the end of the world ; 
for so long is the Almighty Comforter to remain 
with us. And thus, in commemorating the Spirit's 
gracious office during the past week, we were 
brought, in our series of representations, to the 
end of all things; and now what is left but to 
commemorate what will follow after the end ? — 
the return of the everlasting reign of God, the in- 
finite peace and blissful perfection of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

He, then, is the subject of this day's celebra- 
tion, — the God of love, of holiness, of blessedness; 
in Whose Presence is fulness of joy and pleasures 
for evermore ; Who is what He ever was, and has 
brought us sinners to that which He ever was. He 
blesses us by making us partakers of Himself, 
through the Son, by the Spirit ; and He so works 
in His temporal dispensations that He may bring 
us to that which is eternal. 

And hence in Scripture the promises of eternity 
and security go together ; for where time is not, 
there change also is away. " The eternal God is 
thy refuge," says Moses, before his death, and 
" underneath are the everlasting arms : and He 
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee ; and 
shall say. Destroy them. Israel then shall dwell 
in safety alone." And again, " ThovsL>N\V\.V.^^>$N\>x^ 
in perfect peace, whose imnd \^ ^Va^j^^ «^ ^^Nxfeft^^ 
because be trusteth in T\\ee. TrwaX. ^^ "^^ "^"^ 
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Lord for ever ; for in the Lord Jehovah is ever-^ 
lasting strength." And again, <* Thus saith th^ 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity . . • ^ 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 

of the contrite ones I create the fruit of 

the lips ; peace, peace to him that is far off, and to 
him that is near'* (Deut. xxxiii. 27) 28 ; Is. xxvi. 
3,4; Ivii. 15, 19). 

And, in like manner, our Lord and Saviour is 
prophesied of as being the " Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace'* And again, speaking more 
especially of what He has done for us, " The work 
of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever** 
(Is. ix. 6; xxxii. 17)* 

As, then, we have for many weeks commemorated 
the economy by which righteousness was restored 
to us, which took place in timey so from this day 
forth do we bring before our minds the infinite 
perfections of Almighty God, and our hope here- 
after of seeing and enjoying them. 

Hitherto we have celebrated His great works ; 
henceforth we magnify Himself. For twenty-five 
weeks we represent in figure what is to be here- 
after. We enter into our rest, by entering in with 
Him, Who, having wrought and suffered, has 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
For half a year we stand still, as if occupied only 
in adoring Him, and with the Seraphim in the testy 
crying, *' Holy, holy, holy," continually. 
All God*8 providences, a\\ God'^ ^eayvtv^ hiUAv 
us, all H/s Judgments, mercveft> vraxuvii^*> ^^>Nct- 
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ances, tend to peace and repose as their last issue. 
All our troubles and pleasures here, all our anxi- 
eties, fears, doubts, difficulties, hopes, encourage- 
ments, afflictions, losses, attainments, tend this 
way. 

After Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, comes 
Trinity-Sunday, and the weeks that follow : and in 
like manner, after our souVs anxious travail, after 
the birth of the Spirit, after trial and temptation, 
after sorrow and pain, after daily dyings to the 
world, after daily risings unto holiness, at length 
comes that *' rest which remaineth unto the peo- 
ple of God." 

After the fever of life ; after wearinesses and 
sicknesses, fightings and despond ings, languor and 
fretfulness, struggling and succeeding *, after all 
the changes and chances of this troubled, un- 
healthy state, at length comes death, at length the 
white throne of God, at length the beatific vision. 
After restlessness comes rest, peace, joy — our 
eternal portion, if we be worthy; the sight of 
the Blessed Three, the Holy One ; the Three that 
bear witness in heaven ; in light unapproachable ; 
in glory without spot or blemish ; in power with- 
out variableness, or shadow of turning. 

Let us, then, use with thankfulness the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, the subject of this day*s festi- 
val, as a means of peace, till it is given us, if we 
attain thereto, to see the face of God in heaven. 
Let us devoutly approach Him of Whom it speaks, 
with the confession of our lips and of our hearts. 
Let us look forward to the l\rcve -wVvevv >i5wv% n^<s^^ 
will have passed away, and a\\ \V"a ^^\isvaw%\ ^>xs.^ 
when we, when every one botw ^^ ^wsv^^-* \svNisN. 

c c'2 
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either be in heaven or in hell. Let us desire to hide 
ourselves under the shadow of His wings. Let 
us beg Him to give us an understanding heart, 
and that love of Him, which is the breath of spiri- 
tual life. Let us pray Him to give us the spirit of 
obedience, of true dutifulness; an honest spirit, 
earnestly set to do His will. 

So will He vouchsafe, as time goes on, to take 
up His abode in us ; the Spirit of Truth, Whom 
the world cannot receive, will dwell in us and be 
in us, and Christ ** will love us, and manifest Him- 
self to us," and " the Father will love us, and They 
will come unto us, and make Their abode with us." 
And when at length the hour of death comes, we 
shall be able to surrender our souls, our sinful yet 
redeemed souls, in much weakness and trembling, 
with much self-reproach and deep confession, yet 
in firm faith, and in cheerful hope, and in calm 
love, to God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost ; the Blessed Three, the Holy One ; 
Three Persons, One God ; our Creator, our Re- 
deemer, our Sanctifier, our Judge. 



Services for Trinity Sunday, 

jHomtng leicdcfonie;, Genesis i. ; St. Matthew iii. 
Sbemng lei^icfoniej, Genesis xviii.; 1 St. John v. 
lEptieJtU, Rev. iv. 1. 
^oie^pel, St. John iii. \. 

Wi^t CoIUtt. — Almighty and everlasting God, 
Who hast given unto xis TVv^ ^et\Mi\a ^vace^ by 
the confession of a true CailYi, \» aoki^owX^i^^^ VJwi 
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glory of the Eternal Trinity, and in the power of 
the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity; we 
beseech Thee that Thou wouldest keep us stedfast 
in this faith, and evermore defend us from alt 
adversities, Who live§t and reignest one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

The Church having held out to our faith the 
whole wonderful history of our redemption, by 
the love of the Father, the grace of the Son, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, on this day 
sums up all, and closes the season by this present 
festival, dedicated to the Most Holy Trinity in 
Unity, Three Persons in One God. 

In the Collect we thankfully acknowledge the 
grace by which we believe in our heart and con- 
fess with our mouth this Catholic faith, once deli- 
vered to the saints, and still set forth and declared 
in the Creed of Athanasius, which stands as a 
strong bulwark against every heresy, guarding 
our right belief, and with it our right practice. 

In the Cotnmunion Service for this day, our 
Church acknowledges and adores " One God, 
one Lord ; not one only Person, but three Persons 
in one substance. For that which we believe of 
the glory of the Father, the same we believe of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost, without any dif- 
ference or inequality. Therefore, with Angels 
and Archangels, and all the company of heaven^ 
we praise and magnify Thy holy Name," &e. 

Suitable to this, in the Scripture for the (Cpticftle, 
our minds are raised to coutein.^\a.\fc ^Jssfe. '^ic^'^^^ 
worship of this a\\-g\oT\ow% '^^^^eeX.N \^ \ssaM«^n 
where the One Lord God ^\txv\^M.^^>^^^'^^ 
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is with profound humility unceasingly adored in 
songs of praise. 

The like mysterious vision is shewn in the Old 
Testament also. In the sixth chapter of Isaiah's 
prophecy, the description of the Seraphim wor- 
shipping the Three Holies, One Lord of hosts, 
may instruct us in what manner and with what 
dispositions we ought to make our adorations and 
acts of worship. Each Seraph had six wings 
about him : '* with twain he covered his face," 
expressing humility ; ^* with twain he covered his 
feet," typifying purity ; and " with twain he did 
fly," shewing ready and cheerful obedience. Hu- 
mility, purity, and ready obedience, are the guards 
of faith and holiness. Humility is the grace that 
casteth down imaginations or vain reasonings, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God. Purity clears the heart of 
those defiling lusts which darken the mind, shut 
its eyes, and estrange it from the love of God. 
Obedience implies strict hearing and close atten- 
tion, listening to receive the command of the Di- 
vine Master, and instantly to fulfil it, as the 
Angels are represented flying with wings to do 
the will of God in heaven, a pattern to His ser- 
vants on earth. And if any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be 
of God; for he that is of God heareth God*8 
word, and disputeth not the truth of it. 

From the awful manner of the revelation in the 

Scripture for the iSpiMt, we are invited to hear, 

with acclamation of joy and praise, the words of 

our merciful and grac\o\is liovOi vcv vV^ &^i\^tl> 

whose speech distils as the devf, aa V)ci^ waaJ^ \«w\ 
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tipon the tender herb. Here we find Him Who 
came down from heaven, and after His Ascension 
thither sent the Holy Spirit from thence to lead 
His Church into all truth, conversing mildly with 
Nicodemus upon earth, while, in respect of His 
divine nature. He was in heaven. He Who 
united God and man in one Person brought down 
His gracious words to the level of our under- 
standing, and by the example of earthly things 
raised our minds to the heavenly realities. He 
teaches us that our fallen nature must be made 
new, and receive a new spirit, before it can regain 
happiness ; and He holds out to us His victorious 
cross as the anchor of our hope, to which we 
must firmly nail our faith and love. There He, 
by His wounds of infinite worth, bruised the ser- 
pent's head, spoiled principalities and powers, and 
made a show of them openly, when He was raised 
from the earth, according to the type of the ser- 
pent in the wilderness. From thence He lovingly 
calls to us, '* Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is 
none else" (Is. xlv. 22). And every devout soul 
will fervently answer; " Mine eyes look unto Thee, 
O Lord ; in Thee is my trust, O cast not out my 
soul." " Look Thou upon me, and be merciful 
unto me/* 

The 9,tiiion4 all confirm and strengthen our 
faith in the Most Holy Trinity. It is, as it were, 
set before our very senses, our eyes and ears, in 
the Baptism of our Saviour, the Father speaking 
from heaven, the Son ascendlu^ Civsl <i^ i'5i^^^^l^Rw^ 
and the Holy Ghost descewdVcv^w^wvVCxicft.. ^^^Vv 
we are all by the same ^^^xW. \i«^>C>s»^^ "^ ^"^ 
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name of the Father, and ef the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier. To Whom be all glory and praise, by all 
men and Angels, for ever and ever. Amen. 



C|^e duntrapicf after Crinit^. 

The Church has now finished the celebration of 
the High Festivals, and thereby run, as it were, 
through a great part of the Creed, by setting be- 
fore us in an orderly manner the highest mys- 
teries of our redemption by Christ on earth, till 
the day He was taken up into heaven, with the 
sending down of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost 

Now after she has, in looking back upon these 
mysteries, broken out into a more solemn and 
special adoration of the Blessed Trinity, she goes 
on to use such Epistles, Gospels, and Collects, as 
suit with her holy affections and aims at this 
season; such, namely, as tend to our edifying, 
and being the living temples of the Holy Ghost 
our Comforter, with His gifts and graces ; that, 
having oil in our lamps, we may be in better 
readiness to meet the Bridegroom at His second 
Advent, or coming to judgment. 

And this is done in the remaining Sundays till 

Advent, which in their services are, as it were, 

so many echoes and reflections upon the mystery 

of Pentecost (the life of the Spirit), or as trum- 

pets for preparation to lueel ovxx "Lw^ ^t Hia 

second coming. 
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*' Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness." — Rom. vi. 18. 

In the passage of which these words form a part, 
St. Paul insists again and again on the great truth 
which they declare, that Christians are not their 
own, but bought with a price, and, as being so, 
are become the servants, or rather the slaves, of 
God and His righteousness. • 

The great Apostle is not content with speaking 
half the truth ; he does not merely say that we 
are set free from guilt and misery ; but he adds, 
that we have become the servants of Christ ; nay, 
he uses a word which properly means slaves. 
Slaves are bought and sold ; we were by nature 
slaves to sin and Satan ; we are bought by the 
blood of Christ; we do not cease to be slaves. 
We are still slaves, but to a new Master, and that 
Master is Christ. He has not bought us and 
then set us loose upon the world ; but He has 
done for us what alone could complete His first 
benefit, bought us to be His servants or slaves. 
He has given us that only liberty which is really 
such, bond-service to Himself; lest if left to our- 
selves, we should fall back again, as we certainly 
should, to the cruel bondage from which He re- 
deemed us. 

We are indeed free as far as this, that if we 
do not choose to be Christ's servants, we can go 
back to that old bondage from which He rescued 
us, and be slaves again to the powers of evil. 
But though we are free to make our situation 
worse, we are not free to be witKovsA. ^^tNVsfc ^x 
post of any kind. We may c\\oo^^ o>i:t \»as^se^^ 
but God or Mammon we wvvxttt ^etNVi. \^ ^^ "*^^ 
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not be Christ's servants, we are forthwith Satan's; 
and Christ set us free from Satan only by making 
us His servants. 

Religion, then, is a necessary service ; of course 
it is a privilege too, but it becomes more and 
more of a privilege, the more we exercise our- 
selves in it. The perfect Christian state is that 
in which our duty and our pleasure are the same, 
when what is right and true is natural to us, and 
in which God*s " service is perfect freedom." 
And this is the state towards which all true 
Christians are tending; it is the state in which 
the Angels stand; entire subjection to God in 
thought and deed is their happiness ; an utter and 
absolute captivity of their will to His will is their 
fulness of joy and everlasting life. 

But it is not so with the best of us, except in 
part. We indeed upon our regeneration have a 
seed of truth and holiness planted within us, a 
new law introduced into our nature ; but still we 
have that old nature to subdue, "the old man 
which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts" 
(Eph. iv. 22). 

We Christians are cast into a certain mould. 
So far as we keep within it, we are not sensible 
that it is a mould, or has an outline. It is when 
our hearts would overflow in some evil direction, 
then we discover that we are confined, and con- 
sider ourselves in prison. It is the law in our 
members warring against the law of the Spirit 
which brings us into a distressing bondage. 

Let us, then, see where we stand, and what we 
must do. Heaven cannot cYvw\%e\ God vs " with- 
out vanableness or shadoNv oK \.wTv\vci%r "^v^ 
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" word endureth for ever in heaven." His law 
is from everlasting to everlasting. We must 
change. We must go over to the side of heaven. 
Never had a soul true happiness but in conformity 
to God, in obedience to His will. We must have 
the law of the Spirit of life written and set up in 
our hearts, that the righteousness of God may be 
fulfilled in us, and that we may learn to please 
and to love God. 

Doubtless this life was meant to be enjoyment ; 
but why not a rejoicing in the Lord ? We Chris- 
tians are indeed under the law as other men, but 
it is the new law, the law of the Spirit of Christ. 
We are under grace. That law, which to nature 
is a grievous bondage, is to those who live under 
the power of God's Presence, what it was meant 
to be, a rejoicing. 

Let us go to Him for grace. Let us seek His 
face. Let us come where He gives grace. Let 
us come to the ordinances of grace, in which 
Christ gives His Holy Spirit to enable us to do 
that which by nature we cannot do, and to be 
" servants of righteousness." 

They who pray for His saving help to change 
their likings and dislikings, their tastes, their 
views, their wills, their hearts, do not indeed all 
at once gain what they seek ; they do not gain it 
at once asking ; they do not perceive they gain it 
while they gain it ; but if they come continually 
day by day to Him — if they come humbly — if 
they come in faith — if they come, not as a trial 
how they shall like God's service, but throwuvs^ 
(as far as may be) their w\io\e YvewX.* ^\A ^^>^ 
into their duty as a sacriftce lo IXvca — V^ "Osv^^ 
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come, not seeking a sign, but determined to go 
on seeking Him, honouring Him, serving Him, 
trusting Him, whether they see light, or feel com- 
fort, or discern their growth, or no; such men 
will gain, though they know it not; they will 
find, even while they are still seeking; before 
they call, He will answer them; and they will 
in the end find themselves saved wondrously, to 
their surprise, how they know not, and when their 
crown seemed at a distance. ^^ They that wait 
on the Lord,'' says the prophet, " shall renew 
their strength ; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles ; they shall run and not be weary, and 
they shall walk and not faint'' (Is. xl. 31). 



Such is the bliss of souls serene. 
When they have sworn, and stedfast mean, 
Counting the cost, in all to espy 
Their God, in all themselves deny. 

O could we learn that sacrifice, 
What light would all around us rise ! 
How would our hearts with wisdom talk 
Along life's dullest, dreariest walk ! 

The trivial round, the common task. 
Would furnish all we ought to ask ; 
Room to deny ourselves ; a road 
To bring us daily nearer God. 

Only, O Lord, in Thy dear love, 
Fit us for perfect rest above ; 
And help us, this and every day, 
To live more nearly as we pray. 
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Services for the First Sunday after Trinity. 

laming ItHaon, Joshua x. 

ffibmtng itHioxi, Joshua xxiii. 

(Eptetle, 1 St. John iv. 7. 

^oietpely St Luke xvi. 1 9. 

Ci^e Collect. — O God, the strength of all them 
that put their trust in Thee, mercifully accept 
our prayers ; and because, through the weakness 
of our mortal naturals, we can do no good thing 
without Thee, grant us the help of Thy grace, 
that in keeping Thy commandments we may 
please Thee both in will and deed ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Faith and works, principle and practice, are 
most closely and necessarily joined together, as 
soul and body ; the separation of the one from the 
other is death. And therefore, when we call the 
one half of the year, taking in the time from Ad- 
vent to Trinity Sunday, the doctrinal season, and 
the other, from Trinity to Advent, the practical^ 
we mean only that we then consider each more 
particularly at length ; although, every day, every 
several service devoutly impresses both in close 
union upon our hearts, for our faith in the holy 
exercises of devotion works by love. 

Now " thb is the love of God," says the beloved 
disciple, the Apostle St. John, " that we keep His 
commandments.'' To enable us to do this we pray 
to God for grace, under a deep sense of our 
natural weakness, but with trust in His &tx^\s.'^icL 
enabling us to keep them) so \)ftaX «viL\ ^^^^'sasifc 
may be sincere and genera\>*uv V^ ««A eiftfc^%^»»Si. 
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accepted through Him in Whom He is always 
well pleased, and Who is our strength as well as 
our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Such is the mean- 
ing of the Collect, admirably full, and plainly 
proper to this day, which begins the Church- 
season set apart more particularly to the Com- 
mandments, as the former season pressed upon us 
most feelingly the belief of the Creed. 

Redeemed from the Egypt of the world, deli- 
vered from the dreadful slavery of sin and Satan, 
Canaan is now become our country, the posses- 
sion of God, the perfect fruit of bliss and joy 
eternal, the heavenly country, of which the earthly 
was but a type or faint shadow. We must enter 
into this joyful rest by battle and conquest ; yet 
we have no cause to fear or to be disheartened ; 
for the true Joshua, not the typical, is with us, 
even the Lord Jesus, Jehovah, Who took upon 
Him our flesh, God with us. He is the Captain 
of our salvation, under Whose banner we are en- 
listed to flght manfully against the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. Under these are understood sins 
of every kind, sometimes spoken of under the 
heads of the seven deadly sins, pride, envy, covet' 
otisnesSf luxury, anger, intemperance, and sloth. 
Of these the seven accursed nations of Canaan 
have, in a spiritual light, been considered as pic-^ 
tures or types. " Pride," says the pious Bishop 
Andrews, *^ is an Amorite ; envy, an Hittite ; 
anger, a Perizzite ; covetousness, a Canaanite ; and 
sloth, a Jebusite." 

The enemies of our souls, as all sins are, being 
our deadly dangerous foes, we mxx^V., ^\. \.Vvfe ^o\sci- 
maad of God, Who fighU ^ot \3l%> \Si«.Vfc ^^ V^^^ 
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or truce with them, but utterly root them out. 
And such is the wholesome use that we should 
make of this morning's awful %tsiiion — killing in 
the letter, but in the spirit giving life ; for the 
death of sin is the life of the soul. Long did the 
Divine patience bear with those wicked nations, 
waiting for their repentance, that He might spare 
them ; for in the days of Abraham, sinful as they 
then were, the iniquity of the Amorites was not 
then full. But now, beyond all measure abomi- 
nable, they were ripe for judgment, and it came 
upon them to the uttermost, when they finally 
refused the least submission, which might have 
softened their punishment, as in the case of the 
humbled Gibeonites. The Almighty Monarch 
of the whole world might have cut them off by 
plague, pestilence, famine, or earthquake. But 
He made His chosen people the executioners of 
His sentence, that they might tremble while they 
struck, and take warning by the bloody vengeance 
to flee far away from the wrath which sooner or 
later must overtake impenitent sinners ; who, de- 
spising " the riches of His goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long-suffering, treasure up unto 
themselves wrath against the day of*wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God." 

We must therefore lay our hands upon our 
mouths, and find reason enough in their horrible 
fate, when we read and hear that all was done 
" as the Lord God of Israel commanded." The 
battle was His, " for the Lord God of Israel fought 
for Israel." They gat not the land in ijos&e^aNss^ 
through their own sword, Tie\\\i«t ^«& \\.Viw»x «^^ 
arm that helped them, but IWa Yi^lXvaxv^i. ^w^'^^^^ 

D D ^ 
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arm, and the light of His countenance, who stayed 
the light of the sun to favour their conquest. The 
same Ahnighty Lord, Whose soldiers we are, if we 
sincerely trust in Him as our strength, and faith- 
fully use the weapons which He has put into our 
hands, will make us triumphant conquerors over 
all our ghostly enemies^ and conduct us out of the 
field of battle, to rejoice in peace with our Saviour 
Who loves us. 

Meantime the Sbening ItHsion, in most mov- 
ing words, exhorts us to stedfast and persevering 
obedience, that we may obtain the final blessing 
of our Joshua, our Jesus. It excites us to be 
very courageous to keep and to do God's com- 
mandments ; to take good heed to ourselves, that 
we love the Lord our God ; for if we do in any- 
wise go back, by cleaving to the remnant of cor- 
ruption that is left in our fallen nature to prove 
us, we shall forfeit all our hopes, and shall soon 
utterly perish. 

The principle of love to our most loving Lord 
God, and to our neighbour for His sake, is taught 
us in the most engaging manner by the (Cpiicftlf. 
If we will not be moved by this, the 6o0pel draws 
up the curtain of eternity, and sets before our 
eyes the happy state of patient persevering virtue, 
however much it has been afnicted here, shewn 
forth in the case of Lazarus. It shews us also 
the dreadful consequence of unbelief and impious 
living in that of the rich man — in another world 
become so poor, as to beg a drop of water to 
soothe his burning thirst, and could not get it. 
'^ lake heedf therefore, brellvreu, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart o^ wi\>a€i\\ft^,\\i ^^^^x'Cwv^^ 
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from the living God. But exhort one another 
daily, while it is called to-day, lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 
iii. 12, 13). 



Where is the sweet repose of hearts repenting. 
The deep cahn sky, the sunshine of the soul, 
Now heaven and earth are to our bliss consenting. 
And all the Godhead joins to make us whole ? 
The triple crown of mercy now 
Is ready for the suppliant's brow, 
By the Almighty Three for ever planned. 
And from behind the cloud held out by Jesus' hand. 



Services for the Second Sunday after Trinity. 

jHotning fLeie^sfotti Judges iv. 

(Sbentng Hesficfon, Judges v. 

(fptiettle, 1 St. John iii. IS. 
. doiEJpel, St. Luke xiv. 16. 

tti^e CoIUct. — O Lord, Who never failest to 
help and govern them whom Thou dost bring up 
in Thy stedfast fear and love, keep us, we beseech 
Thee, under the protection of Thy good provi- 
dence, and make us to have a perpetual fear and 
love of Thy holy Name ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The service of this day very well follows up that 
of Sunday last, the general subject of all from. 
Trinity Sunday being the doeXxYXv^ o'l JaxllxJ-uX cA>e.- 
dtence, to be stedfastly pexsisVe^ m M^ wixXiSS^^ 
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shall return in His glorious Advent to judge the 
world. Till then the Church shall continue in a 
state of warfare ; all Christians going on, as the 
soldiers of Christ, under His victorious banner, 
conquering and to conquer. The army against 
which we have to fight is powerful, were not our 
Leader and Captain almighty. King Jabin and 
his captain Sisera, with a countless army fierce 
and furious, being fit pictures of the devil and his 
angels. But Deborah and Barak conquer com- 
pletely, and celebrate in songs of praise their 
triumph over all. The seed of the woman, in 
union with the King of Glory, the everlasting Son 
of the Father (in whom He is well plecLsedy — Abi- 
noam), miraculously conceived in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, has conquered death, and him 
that had the power of death, the devil. In 
Christ, we also, willingly offering ourselves to 
fight under His banner, shall conquer, and finally 
triumph and shout aloud for joy, for He must 
reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet. 
Sin is His irreconcilable enemy ; and He will de- 
stroy sin or sinners. Sin He will destroy by His 
grace in those who submit themselves to it; and 
dreadful shall be the end of sinners who have not 
repented and amended their lives, when at the 
last great day all His enemies shall perish. 

But they that love Him shall be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might, rising from the 
dead with rays of glory : for then, as He Himself 
hath assured us, shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of the Father. That 
dreadful day of terror to t\\e wVekad, but of joy- 
^iJ hope to the righteous, tends ^Xxow^^j^Vj ^x^fc 
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consideration of it, to excite that proper mixture 
of fear and love for wliich we pray in the CoIUct 
for the day, and which are in the mean time pow- 
erful motives to repentance and sincere obedience. 
By these shall we be supported when heaven and 
earth shall pass away, the love of the Saviour 
softening the awful majesty of the Judge, perfect 
love casting out all such fear as hath torment. 
Meantime the true love of our Lord will make us 
perfectly to hate the thing which is evil, and keep 
to that which is good^ sheltered under the protec- 
tion of His good providence for our help and go- 
vernance. Happy are they who from their infancy 
have been brought up in such stedfast fear and 
love I 

The CpiMt, of the same spirit with that of 
Sunday last, insists upon this noble principle of 
love, the love of a child to his father, which fears 
to offend, and delights to keep God's command- 
ments ; governed by that Holy Spirit which sheds 
the love of God abroad in our hearts. And 
wherever that is rooted, the love of our neigh- 
bour shall surely spring from it; for it is the 
fulfilling of the whole law of duty to God and 
man, taking in our neighbour and ourselves. 
This divine principle in the heart is poisoned by 
the love of the world, of which the &o^ptl gives 
an example in those who, being too much taken 
up by the business and engagements of earth, un- 
gratefully refused an invitation to the great sup- 
per of heavenly delights, and thus shut them- 
selves out from the happiness held out to tbLo^xx^ 
which we must accept and deNWiJ^^ ^^^^Nfci^ 
or it will he lost for ever. To csft\\fc n^^'^^. ^ 
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verning principles of fear and love divine, the two 
following texts (Deut* v. 29; Joshua xxiii. 11) 
should be deeply treasured in the heart, teaching 
us to cleave unto the Lord our God : <^ O that 
there were such an heart in them, that they could 
fear Me, and keep all My commandments always ; 
that it might be well with them and with their 
children for ever I" " Take good heed unto 
yourselves, that ye love the Lord your God." 



Wouldst thou the life of soolfl discern ? 

Nor human wisdom nor divine 
Helps thee by aught beside to learn ; 

Love is life's only sign. 
The spring of the regenerate heart, 
The pulse, the glow of every part, 
Is the true love of Christ our Lord, 
As man embraced, as God ador'd. 

But he whose heart will bound to mark 
The full bright burst of summer mom. 

Loves too each little dewy spark 
By leaf or flow'ret worn : 

Cheap forms and common hues, 'tis true. 

Through the bright shower-drop meet his view ; 

The colouring may be of this earth ; 

The lustre comes of heavenly birth. 

Even so, who loves the Lord aright. 
No soul of man can worthless find ; 

All will be precious in his sight. 
Since Christ on all hath shin'd : 

But chiefly Christian souls ; for they, 

Though worn and soiled with sinful clay, 

Are yet, to eyes that see them true. 

All glistening with baptismal dew. 
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Services for the Third Sunday after Trinity, 

;0(omtng Hesfsfon, 1 Samuel ii. 

(£bening fteiSielon, 1 Samuel iii. 

(Cptieltle, 1 St. Peter v. 5. 

^osjpely St. Luke xv. 1. 

Ci)e Collect. — O Lord, we beseech Thee mer- 
cifully to hear us; and grant that we, to whom 
Thou hast given an hearty desire to pray, may by 
Thy mighty aid be defended and comforted in all 
dangers and adversities ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Mercy and justice in God are one and the 
same, all His attributes being in perfect concord 
and agreement ; just He is in His mercy and mer- 
ciful in His justice. " My song," says the Psalm- 
ist (Psalm ci. 1), "shall be of mercy and judg- 
ment ; unto Thee, O Lord, will I sing." We are 
called to imitate and become like to God, as far as 
we can in our imperfect nature be like our Perfect 
Pattern, that we may enjoy communion with Him 
in the means of grace, and complete happiness 
with Him at length in the mansions of glory. 
We must therefore fervently pray in the following 
words of that Psalm : *' O let me have understand- 
ing in the way of godliness I When wilt Thou 
come unto me ? I will walk in my house with a 
perfect heart." 

The good order and government of a house or 
family, whether high or low, is of the greatest im- 
portance, in order to keep up and spread ^odlinfifisk 
and virtue ; as is strikingly aVie^xv vck ^^ S»xsi^ ^ 
Eli the high-priest, whose V\\s\.ox^ m^'es»^^ ^>5&a^^.- 
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ing subject of this day's %tMonfi. He was himseli 
a good man, but neglected to correct his children 
by that wholesome discipline of the rod as well as 
reproof, which, in the present corrupt state of hu- 
man nature, is generally necessary to bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. <* The 
rod and reproof give wisdom," says Solomon (Pro- 
verbs xxix. 15), ^* but a child left to himself bring- 
eth his mother to shame," — but much more his 
careless father, to whom the rod and rule chiefly 
belong. Such shame and sorrow did Eli suffer 
from the shockingly ill behaviour of his sons. 
And they being persons of public character and 
priestly office spread offence among the people; 
the good were grieved, and the bad were hardened ; 
while they brought down the destroying vengeance 
of Heaven to clear the divine glory, darkened by 
their sinful disorders. 

The amiable early piety of young Samuel, set 
apart for the service of God from his birth, is a 
pleasant contrast to the hateful behaviour of the 
impious priests. He was the child of prayer — 
given miraculously to the hearty prayers and vows 
of his mother — called therefore Samuel^ i. e, one 
sought or begged of God. In the midst of the 
unhappy disorders caused by the sinful neglect of 
their father, and the shocking profaneness of the 
sons of Eli, Samuel was raised up to reform the 
wickedness of the nation, to rule according to 
God's own heart, and to better His people. 

The success of hearty prayer, which improves 

every grace, increasing hope, and charity, as 

shewn by the example of Sam\xt\, secures that 

'"'ghty aid of God, by which a\otve vie <*«cv>a^ ^^ 
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fended and comforted in all dangers and adversi- 
ties, ghostly and bodily. This, therefore, very 
suitably makes the subject of the Collect : '* O 
Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to hear us," &c. 
Every where, in all our requests and our best 
services, the Church claims no merit, and flies to 
mercy, resting her trust there only. She sup- 
poses, however, that her children are devoutly 
disposed to hearty prayer, as the ColUct expresses 
it ; and trusts for an answer to that desire to God's 
gift of grace, from Whom all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works do proceed. 

His house is the house of prayer to all people ; 
and so it is to be hoped that all who come to 
church come to pray. But prayer is a word 
which means a great deal, and takes in all the acts 
and oflices of devotion in general. Yet it is parti- 
cularly put for petition — ^that is, a request or desire 
of some benefit ; and according to our opinion of 
the worth of the gift will be the earnestness of our 
desire to obtain it. Now the gifts which we beg of 
God being of the greatest value and importance, our 
wishes for them must not be cold, but very earnest, 
and from the ground of the heart. And we must 
pray Him of His mercy to hear and accept those 
to whom, by His preventing {going before) and 
assisting grace. He has already given an hearty 
desire to pray. " But," says the Psalmist (Psalm 
Ixvi. 18), "if I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me.** The Church, therefore, 
attending to this, which is necessarily required, 
begins her prayers, morning and eveuiu^^ V^^ NJwfe. 
exercise of penitence, 'wYvvc^i \x\xw% \^i^^ ^«^ 
iniquity into the greatest AVsYvke ^w^ V^X-^'^^ ^'^'^'^' 

"E IB 



314 SUNDAY SERVICES. 

This is the true preparation for prayer, accord 
ing to the divine teaching in the book of Jo 
(xi. 13, &C.) " If thou prepare thine heart, an 
stretch out thine hand towards Him ; if iniquit 
be in thine hand, put it far awav, and let nc 
wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For the 
shalt thou lift up thy face without spot ; yea, tho 
shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear.'' The n 
formed penitent need not, indeed, fear with th 
fear of terror or despair, whatever his wandei 
ings may have been (the remembrance of whic 
should keep him humble), if he now, with trul 
sincere and contrite heart, return to his graciou 
and merciful Father. 

The good news of pardon and salvation — th 
doftpel for the day, comes in to the comfort c 
such, declaring repeatedly that there is joy i 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more tha 
over ninety and nine just persons that need n 
repentance; thus encouraging the greatest sic 
ners to draw near to their Saviour, if they b 
truly penitent. 

He will gladly receive His lost sheep, — His recc 
vered coin, stamped with His image, — His returr 
ing prodigal son. So far from refusing or ne^ 
lecting, the Good Shepherd goes out to seek an 
search for His lost sheep that had erred or straye 
from His ways of plenty, peace, and pleasani 
ness ; exposed to the rage of that roaring lioi 
against whom the (K^iiftU puts us on our guan 
who walketh about, seeking whom he may d< 
vour. 

But if we be cloihed v/\t\\ WmvVvVj, ^xvd eout 
nue sober and vigilant (^vjalcVv^vXV '^^ ^^' 
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enabled to resist, stedfast in the faith. And the 
God of all grace, Who hath called us to His eter- 
nal glory by Christ Jesus, shall make us perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, and settle us. To Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 



** There is joy in the presence of the Angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth.**— nS^. Luke xy. 10. 

If such there be, O grief and shame to think 
That sight of thee should overcloud their joy, 

A new-bom soul, just waiting on the brink 
Of endless life, yet wrapt in earth's annoy ! 

O turn, and be thou tum'd ! the selfish tear, 
In bitter thoughts of low-bom care begun. 

Let it flow on, but flow refin'd and clear. 
The turbid waters brightening as they run. 

Let it flow on, till all thine earthly heart 
In penitential drops have ebb'd away ; 

Then fearless turn where Heaven hath set thy part, 
Nor shudder at the eye that saw thee stray. 



Services for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity, 

:0{omtng Heftiton, 1 Samuel xii. 

Sbmtng ftetftfon, 1 Samuel xiii. 

Spifttle, Romans viii. 18. 

doielpel, St. Luke vi. 36. 

Ci^e Collect. — O God, the Protector of all that 
trust in Thee, without Whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy, increase and multiply upon us 
Thy mercy, that Thou being our Ruler audGxivift.^ 
we may so pass through thVn^ X.eav^owS^^'OBaX.H*^ 
Bnally lose not the things elexxk^l-, ^wjX^^c^^^ 
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heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake our Lord. 
Amen. 

The service for this as for every Sunday, in its 
proper Lessons, Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, is 
truly edifying (improving) in faith and holiness. 
Indeed, we have, in a single verse of this fflotn^ 
ingulf itiioti, the sum of all that relates to faith 
or practice. (1 Samuel xii. 24.) "Only fear the 
Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart ; 
for consider how great things He hath done for 
you." 

This the Church teaches every day throughout 
the whole year, morning and evening, and in the 
two great seasons of the year draws out more at 
length. She sets apart the winter season, from 
Advent to Trinity Sunday, more especially for 
the consideration of the Creed, which sets before 
us how great things the Lord (Jehovah) hath 
done for us, by creating us out of nothing, redeem- 
ing us from misery, and sanctifying us by His 
grace, that, being made holy, we may become 
eternally happy. From Trinity Sunday to the 
return of Advent, the Church presnes upon us the 
practical improvement of such consideration ; that 
with affectionate gratitude, we may return love 
for love; that, as dutiful children fear to offend 
their most kind and loving father, so we may fear 
the Lord, and delight in serving Him sincerely 
with all our heart. 

We see the sad falling-offand fatal disorders of 
the soul, which arise through want of such consi- 
daration as is excited by \vve\^ ^\i\\.V\ wvd gpdly 
^ear, in the inconstancy o^ iVie \wwX\V», ^\\^i \i^ 
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came weary of the immediate government of God 
Himself, when He condescended to be their parti- 
cular King upon earth, as He is in heaven and 
earth the King of the whole world. 

And as in the wilderness they would have a 
god fitted to their senses, so now they would have 
a king, like the nations round about them, to walk 
before them. In Saul they had experience of 
such a king, whom, however, not the people but 
the King of kings, who is the only Ruler of 
princes, set over them. This prince, whom they 
desired, and God gave them, while he continued 
humble and little in his own eyes, secured the 
Divine arm in his strength and favour. But 
when his heart lifted him up, and he blew the 
trumpet of vainglory, — when he presumptuously 
took upon himself the priestly office, — he fell, by 
pride, envy, and disobedience, into sin and ruin. 
The case of Saul is indeed very affecting; it 
paints in lively colours the danger of our present 
state, and shews how apt earthly things are to 
draw off our hearts from God and the things 
eternal, where only lies our happiness. 

Earnestly therefore should we pray, in the mov- 
ing Collect of this day (the spirit of which should 
always govern our hearts and minds) ; considering 
God our only strength, and trusting in Him our 
only refuge. Who is our governing guide and 
guard amidst the snares and dangers of this mor- 
tal state ; that so, by ever-enduring mercy, increas- 
ing in likeness, we may be fitted for fixed eternal 
happiness, in and through that beloved ^^\!w^x». 
Whom alone we can ftnd l\\^ ^^X)svc«^^ ^^^jfc^'v.- 
ance. 

E. E. ^ 
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While we keep our eye firmly fixed, by faitb 
and hope, upon that glory which shall be revealed 
and shewn forth in body as well as soul at its 
redemption from death and the grave, that is, by 
its resurrection, we shall not think it hard to have 
our portion of suffering, to which the whole crea- 
tion is doomed, — made subject to disease and death 
by Adam's fall, but restored to spiritual life and 
hope of perfect bliss with God in heaven by the 
wonderful things which Christ has done and suf- 
fered for us. For it is He alone Who hath deli- 
vered us from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of Goid. Of which 
deliverance, that from the cruel slavery of Egypt 
was only a type or figure,— only a shadow of the 
true and real redemption by Christ Jesus. 

With Him, after we have suffered a short while 
in our passage through the wilderness of this 
world, we shall reign for ever, if we dutifully 
hear and obey His voice in the &ofiptlf exciting 
us to be kind, forgiving, and merciful to one 
another, as He is merciful to us all. The duty 
of love in all its branches takes in the whole of 
virtue — ^to God, our neighbour, and ourselves; 
and this love is necessary, not merely as the so- 
lemnly vowed condition of life and joy eternal, 
but as the necessary disposition for happiness ; 
because, without heavenly-mindedness we could 
not be happy in heaven itself, for it is not the 
place, but the state that makes happiness. 

He bids U8 hear, at each sweet pause 

From care, and want, and tou, — 
When dewy eve her curtain dxttwa 
Over the day's turmoil, 
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In the low chant of wakeful birds, 

In the deep weltering flood, 
In whispering leaves, these solemn words, — 

** God made us all for good/' 



Services for ihe Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 

:fKorntng HesiiElon, 1 Samuel xv. 

(Cbentng HesliEJon, 1 Samuel xvii. 

ffipiJltle, 1 St. Peter iii. 18. 

6ojg;pel, St. Luke v. 1. 

Cl)e Collect. — Grant, O Lord, we beseech 
Thee, that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by Thy governance, that Thy 
Church may joyfully serve Thee in all godly 
quietness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The peace and godly quietness of the Church, 
which is the subject of this day's Collect, help 
towards the peace and spiritual welfare of every 
single member of it. The Church is the mystical 
body of Christ, enlivened by His Spirit, Who 
makes all the members to be of one mind, to love 
as brethren, pitiful and courteous, according to 
the holy doctrine of the (Cptieltle. 

But the Church, the spiritual ship of salvation, 
is a ship at sea, according to the figure in the 
6os(pel, in which human power alone is of no 
use, toiling all the night and taking nothing. It 
is the Presence of Christ alone that by His Word 
and Spirit gives the success ; and it ia tt\^ ^ws^.- 
mi3sion only that gives metv "^wnex \.ci \i^ H\!^«c^ 
of their fellow-mortals o\xt o^\Vi^^^^oS.^^^^^^> 
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that in the Church's net they may be drawn safe 
to the shore of eternal happiness, where there is 
no sea, no tossing agitation, or stormy tumult 
whatever, but ail is godly and glorious quietness, 
and the service of God, His joyful praise, is per- 
formed in endless happiness. Meantime, while 
the net is in its passage, it takes in bad fishes as 
well as good ; and, according to St. Augustines 
teaching, the good must not break the net because 
the bad are with them, but wait quietly and pa- 
tiently in hope even of their becoming better in 
the company of the good, till Christ Himself, in 
the day of judgment, shall separate the precious 
from the vile. 

The men employed in this toilsome hard work, 
to be continued in season, out of season, night and 
day, must be Christ's commissioned fishers, taking 
their authority in succession from the Apostles, 
to whom in the beginning He gave commission to 
be fishers of men, and promised to be with that 
commission to the end of the world. For it is 
He alone Who has power to send and give suc- 
cess. Who Himself is all in all, and without Whom 
the best talents of men labour in vain. Whatever 
is well done and succeeds happily in this spiritual 
ship of the Church is His work. The under-work- 
men are but His instruments and ministers, all 
appointed by Him in their several places and 
ranks, which have all their proper place ; for 
without such order, as in the ships of the world, 
so also in the ship bound for heaven's harbour, 
great would be the danger of running upon rocks, 
and going to wreck. Let Hia \o\ce ^Xvet^^Qx^ \ae 
Jieard, and His order carefuW^ o\>e>j^A, Vj «s«rj 
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one in his own place and station ; for, as in the 
6odpel for this day, it is He still Who sits in this 
ship, and teaeheth the people out of the ship. The 
voice of man, however well he may speak, without 
His assistance only beats the air, and instantly 
vanishes; but His Word, Who is the Almighty 
Word of God, is with power, and His teaching 
takes effect by His Spirit. To Him, therefore, we 
must give ear ; first praying Him to give us such 
an ear that we may hear, to our soul's salvation, 
what the Spirit saith unto the Churches. To this 
end He frequently says, '^ He that hath an ear, let 
him hear." 

If we give ear to the JHonung &e£(s{on, and spi- 
ritually apply it, we shall learn in a striking manner, 
in the case of Saul and the Amalekites, the danger 
of doing the work of the Lord and executing His 
commission in part only. We shall see how easily 
we may deceive ourselves by vain pretences and 
excuses which flatter ourselves, when the signs of 
disobedience, like the oxen and sheep of the 
Amalekites, lowing and bleating, stun the ears 
of the hearers. While Saul was little in his own 
eyes, meek and lowly, he was exalted ; but when 
he became proud and thought highly of himself, 
he lost the Divine favour, and fell from his high 
station. Before honour is humility, but pride is 
the losing of it. He that exalteth himself shall 
be abased, and he that.humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

The glorious %ti^on for the ?Ebmng is a con- 
trast to that for the Morning, and encQiira^<9> vtc^ 
bj representing as in a t^pe VYv^XxYxvtw^^'l^^^^sJv.- 
ife Who was the truly bumbXe OLe^cew^^xv\.^^^'^'*>" 
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triumphed over the devil and all his hosts of sin 
and death ; by the arm of the Almighty in human 
nature conquering by His cross (pictured to us in 
David's staff); spoiled thereby principalities and 
powers, making a show of them openly, wound- 
ing and bruising the head of the old serpent, who 
is typified by Goliath. 



** The livelong night weVe toiled in vain ; 

But at Thy gracious word 
I will let down the net again : 

Do Thou Thy will, O Lord !' 



\** 



So spake the weary ftshery spent 
With bootless darklins; toil, 

Yet at His Master's biddmg bent 
For love and not for spoil. 



There is a stay, and we are strong ; 

Our Master is at hand, 
To cheer our solitary song. 

And guide us to the strand. 



Services for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 

;0(orntng Keftfton, 2 Samuel xii. 

(Sbentng Ses(!{on, 2 Samuel xix. 

(Sptfttle, Romans vi. 3. 

6os(pel, St. Matthew v. 20. 

Ci^e Collect. — O God, Who hast prepared for 
them that love Thee such good things as pass 
man s understanding ; pour \w\a owt \i«»x<ft «uch 
Jove towards Thee, that v/e, \oN\\i\^TW«i viSow^ ^ 
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things, may obtain Thy promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

In the Collect for Sunday last the humble 
prayer was, for the peaceable state and good go- 
vernment of this world, by the ruling providence 
of our gracious Lord. He Who is both God and 
man in one Person is raised in His human na- 
ture to be Head and Governor over all things, 
which He directs and orders for the good of His 
Church ; not only that it may enjoy earthly quiet, 
which is often found intoxicating and poisoning 
by its ease and pleasures, but that His Church 
and all its members may have the better oppor- 
tunity of devoutly serving God without fear or 
hindrance from its enemies. 

Such godly quietness, with the helps which it 
gives in the practice of piety, is a taste of, and 
will surely prepare us for, that heavenly rest and 
those good things which pass man's understand- 
ing, after which breathes the beautiful Collect of 
this day. But those great joys of heaven cannot 
be obtained till the love of God has disposed the 
heart for them, because for such only they are 
suited and prepared. This sacred love is the root 
of all divine virtue, the bond of peace, and the 
fulfilling of the whole law. It is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost, given us in Bap- 
tism, when we were born again from above. 

The (SpiMt for this day presses upon us 
strongly the grace and holy obli^aUovs. ^^ Mks& 
regenerating sacrament) Nv\\ex\, ^»& ^^<y«-^\^>:ws«^ 
with the Saints, and o£ l\ve Yvow^^VoX^ oS. ^^^^^'^ 
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were made heirs of the kingdom of heaven. It 
excites us, in conformity with Christ's death, to 
mortify all corrupt affections; and to make a 
thorough change to holiness and heavenly con- 
versation, in conformity with His resurrection, 
which assures us of our own resurrection to eter- 
nal life and glory, the gift of God to us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

But meantime, in order to enter at last into the 
blessed kingdom of heaven, our righteousness must 
go beyond that of the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
were busied chiefly in outward things, seeking for 
vain -glory and the -praise of man, instead of the 
honour that cometh from God only. To raise us 
above this low and grovelling state, and exalt us 
far beyond it, we must go up to the Mount, that 
we may listen to and learn, in order to practise, 
our Divine Master s heavenly doctrines, which He 
taught us from thence, in this day's &ofipA. Had 
we once gained the grace to which He gives the 
flrst blessing, all the rest would be smooth and 
easy to us; humility and meekness leading the 
way, and drawing after them every grace and end- 
less blessing. That divine spirit, which is the life 
of the whole, is the spirit of love ; and springing 
from the fountain of love, even God, Who is love 
itself, will put out every spark of the fire of hell, 
the devil's element, who was a murderer from the 
beginning. 

It will not only restrain the hand and bridle 

the tongue, but purify the heart from every de- 

gree of malice or hatred, from which springs 

murder. Our Divine Maatet vVvet^l^ote begins 

if'/tJi setting right : and iv\si\^ fexp\vsAtC\\\% W^ ^v*jOi 
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commandment, spreading it beyond its forbidding 
strength, '* Thou shalt do no murder,'* to that 
love which worketh no ill to one's neighbour, but 
helps towards the fulfilling of the whole law. 

Corrupt nature must first be conquered before 
it can bend to the yoke of Christ, although it be 
no other than the yoke of love. It will, accord- 
ingly, want some pain and pressing, at first par- 
ticularly, to enter upon this high course of life. 
So our Lord forewarns us in this His heavenly 
sermon : ^' Strait is the gate and narrow the way 
that leadeth unto life." 

Great need have we therefore to walk carefully, 
and attend to the path of our feet, that all our 
ways may be established. A little side-look may 
lead us astray to a length of danger, the thought 
of which at first would have made us tremble. 
Of this awful truth we see an example in the case 
of David, whom one unguarded look led into the 
dismal crimes of adultery and murder under the 
worst circumstances. 

But that no sinner may utterly despair, we find 
him, after the penitential improvement of the earth- 
ly troubles and griefs inflicted upon him, and his 
confessions and humiliations, restored to the Di- 
vine favour; through Him Who, to save lost 
sinners, became Himself a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, weeping over ruined and 
rebellious Jerusalem, as David did over Absalom. 
His redemption and grace, accepted with faithful 
penitence, prove healing medicine, bringing balm 
to the bruised heart, and comfexi \ft HJcv& Xs^^^^g:^ 
spirit. 



¥ -E 
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** David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And 
Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy 
sin ; thou shalt not die." — 2 Sam. xii. 13. 

When bitter thoughts, of conscience born, 
With sinners wake at mom, 
When from our restless couch we start, 
With fever'd lips and withered heart. 
Where is the spell to charm those mists away. 
And make new morning in that darksome day ? 
One draught of spring's delicious air. 
One stedfast thought, that God is there. 

These are Thy wonders, hourly wrought. 

Thou Lord of time and thought. 

Lifting and lowering souls at will, 

Crowding a world of good or ill 
Into a moment's vision ; even as light 
Mounts o'er a cloudy ridge, and all is bright ; 

From west to east one thrilling ray. 

Turning a wintry world to May. 

Wouldst thou the pangs of guilt assuage ? 

Lo here an open page, 

Where heavenly mercy shines as free, 

Written in balm, sad heart, for thee. 
Never so fast, in silent April shower, 
Flush' d into green the dry and leafless bower, 

As Israel's crowned mourner felt 

The dull hard stone within him melt. 

The absolver saw the mighty grief. 

And hasten'd with relief; 

" The Lord forgives ; thou shalt not die." 

'Twas gently spoke, yet heard on high ; 
And all the band of Angels, used to sing 
In heaven, accordant to his raptur'd string, 

Who many a month had tum'd away 

With veiled eyes, nor own'd his lay. 

Now spread their wings, and t\vTOTv% wovxsi^ 
To the glad mournful sound ; 
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And welcome, with bright open face, 

The broken heart to love's embrace. 
The rock is smitten, and to future years 
Springs ever fresh the tide of holy tears, 

And holy music, whispering peace. 

Till time and sin together cease.* 



Services for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 

iHomms Hes^tlon, 2 Samuel xxi. 

ffibenmg Ses^i^on, 2 Samuel xxiv. 

(KEptsStU, Romans vi. 19. 

®Oi^peI, St. Mark viii. 1. 

C||e Collect. — Lord of all power and might, 
Who art the Author and Giver of all good things; 
graft in our hearts the love of Thy name, increase 
in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, 
and of Thy great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect for Sunday last breathed out the 
most ardent desires after that great happiness, 
which is more than all that we can conceive by 
the most lively feeling or fancy, but which we are 
assured that God has prepared for them that love 
Him. In this blessed temper of divine love, and 
its practical fruits, the Collect of this day presents 
its earnest petition, teaching us our duty, while it 
assists our devotion. 

In the address with which it calls upon the 
Divine Majesty, it expresses fully the meaning of 
the usual and adorable title o£ Alm^g\\A^J^"^\^'S^ 
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belongs to Him alone. That word shews that He 
has not only aJnlity to do whatsoever He pleases, 
but authority also as the Supreme Governor of 
the world, the Sovereign Judge, Who will always 
do right. This attribute o^AlmigtUy is expressed, 
also, by calling Him the Lord of Sahaoth^ that 
is, of hosts or armies; Whose power produced 
and Whose Providence governs all things to the 
end for which He made them. You may see that 
this is the force of the word Almighty, by putting 
together Isaiah vi. 3 and Revelations iv. 8. In 
the first place, it is ** Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
of hosts ; ' in the last, '* Holy, holy, holy. Lord 
God Almighty.'' From this we believe that the 
meaning of tne different words is one and the 
same, expressing the eternal glory of the Lord 
Jehovah, which was, and is, and is to come, ever- 
lasting. 

But, to our comfort, this glorious Majesty is as 
good as He is great. He is good, and does good, 
being the Author and Giver of all good things ; 
Who made man for Himself, giving to him first 
a time of training and trial, that He might lead 
him by grace to glory. In return to the love 
which He has shewn towards us, the fallen child- 
ren of Adam, to whom He has given fresh life in 
Christ (bestowing upon us in Him that which by 
nature we cannot have), we fervently pray that 
He would graft, or plant, in our hearts, which are 
by nature wild and barren of good fruit, the hea- 
venly bud or branch of divine love. This life- 
giving principle, if we blast it not wilfully, but 
c/jfriifh and imf)rovc it, wiW proOLWce \w ua real 
«>»c/ true religion, incrcaBmig co\\\Aw>Mi5\^> wA 
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bringing forth all the fruits of righteousness ; in 
which, if we be careful to persevere unto the end, 
faithful unto death, we shall not fail to gain that 
life everlasting which is the end of our faith and 
hope. This will happily perfect the love which 
shall last for ever, kindled again and again con- 
tinually by the possession of that wonderful gift, 
which cost our Divine Redeemer so dear to pur- 
chase. 

To us indeed it is a free gift, and so it is to the 
most pure and holy beings; for no creature, not 
the most glorious Angel, could have ever worked 
it out for himself. But to us sinners, fallen 
creatures, it is the altogether undeserved gift of 
God, which He grants us through Jesus Christ, 
if we receive Him for our Lord, Who bought us 
at the price of His blood ; that, as His purchase, 
we might, in holy subjection and obedience to 
Him, glorify Him in our bodies and spirits, which 
are both His. But in vain do we call Him Lord, 
or hope to be saved by Him, if we do not the 
things which He says. For He is the Author of 
eternal salvation only to them that obey Him. 

To His service we were devoted in Baptism, 
the duties and holiness of which the lEptiltU for 
this day, following up that of Sunday last, strongly 
teaches and presses upon us. 

And that we may not faint in this barren wilder- 
ness of the world, we have to apply for our sup- 
porting food our compassionate Saviour's miracle 
in the ®0{lpel, which is so important and rich in 
many spiritual reflections, that lUft CVwix^ \»^x^- 
duces it three times in tVie cowt^fe o^^^^^"a2t- ^ 
we follow Him, He wlV\ not »v3«^t w.^ V^ ^^^^^.^s^ 

T ¥ ^ 
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the way, Wlio is Himself our way, and our eternal 
home. To His Almighty power, Who feeds and 
supports the whole world, all things are equally 
easy, every number the same, whether four or 
five thousand or five thousand millions. 

But that the merciful and bountiful goodness 
of our God may not be abused to make us pre- 
sumptuous and careless in our lives, the %ti^oni 
of the day give us an awe of His impartial justice, 
which no sin, whether of Saul or of David — for 
there is no respect of persons with God — shall 
escape without punishment, either in this world, 
where punishment is mercy, if it lead to repent- 
ance, or in the world to come, where impenitent 
sinners shall have judgment without mercy. 

From which, good Lord, deliver us I 



" From whence can a man naiUfy these men with bread here In the 
wilderness?"— 67. Mark viii. 4. 

There's not a star the heaven can shew, 

There's not a cottage-hearth below, 
l)ut feeds with solace kind the willing soul : 

Men love us, or they need our love, 

Freely they own, or heedless prove 
The curse of lawless hearts, the joy of self-control. 

Then rouse thee from desponding sleep, 

Nor by the wayside lingering weep, 
Nor fear to seek llim farther in the wild, 

Whose love can turn earth's worst and least 

1 nto a conqueror's royal feast : 
Thou wilt not be untrue, thou shalt not be begoil'd. 
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Services for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity, 

mornins Ees^i^on, 1 Kings xiii. 

iEbentng letlsjon, 1 Kings xvii. 

i£pt£{tle, Romans viii. 12. 

®0£(pel9 St. Matthew vii. 15. 

CI)e Collect. — O God, Whose never-failing pro- 
vidence ordereth all things both in heaven and 
earth; we humbly beseech Thee to put away from 
us all hurtful things, and to give us those things 
which be profitable for us ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

All the Collects of the Church are admirable 
both for doctrine and devotion. In that for Sun- 
day lajst, we called upon the Divine Majesty, as 
Lord of all power and might ; in this day's Collect 
we suitably acknowledge, to our great comfort, 
that His never -failing providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth. To Him there- 
fore we trust for protection from all hurtful evil, 
and supply of all real good. The only real evil 
is sin ; and having the seeds of it in ourselves, our 
danger is the greater. By Adam's fall we lost the 
Divine Spirit, the principle of divine and spiritual 
life, and sank down into the animal life, led by 
sense, and selfish, corrupt passions and affections. 

This fallen state of human nature the Scripture 
calls the flesh; the corrupt lusts and sinful desires 
of which are at war against the soul. If we give 
ourselves up and be led captive as slaves to them, 
we shall die eternally, being novr a\tQ^<^\!wet^^>J^- 
out excuse if we do not e.owc^^'t, ^^"t ^i2«^^^^ 
at the immense price oi K\^ o>«w xssa^'v. ^x^^^^^^^ 
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bloody has bought for us again our lost princ/p/s 
of life and spiritual strength, cleansing us by Hi% 
Blood, and sanctifying us by His Spirit Theses 
inestimable benefits He gives us in Baptism and 
Confirmation by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

Our great privileges, and our obligations and 
duties in consequence, are closely and powerfully 
taught in the (BpiHtU, to which every adopted 
child of God ought to be deeply attentive. For 
we are no longer imprisoned debtors under the 
tyranny of the devil and sin, that we should live 
after the flesh, our mortal enemy, which we must 
now conquer, or for ever die. 

But if we, through the Spirit, Who is with us, 
and dwells in us, do mortify the deeds of the body, 
we shall for ever live. It is by the flesh-— our 
corruption in consequence of our fall — that our 
deadly enemy the devil gets hold of us, throwing 
out his ensnaring baits, by the vain pleasures and 
wicked persons of the world. 

In order to lead us astray, he sometimes turns 
himself into an angel of light, and throws over 
his ravening wolflsh nature the clothing of the 
sheep or the false shepherd ; against being de- 
ceived by which, our Lord warns us in the 6iiitf^ 
pel. By false pretences he raises sedition in the 
State, and schism in the Church, in promoting 
which he is very active. In the fifth chapter to 
the Galatians these are numbered among the 
deadly works of the flesh ; and therefore let no 
man deceive us with vain words, for because of 
tAese things comcth the wratVv o^ Go^ >r^OTi \3ftfc 
children of disobedience. 
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The dismal effects of them are strikingly shewn 
forth in the iLe£{s(ons{ for the day, in the case of 
Jeroboam's schism, and the death of the too easily 
yielding prophet, who was deceived by the sheep's 
clothing of the lying prophet, serving in that in- 
stance the father of lies. In consequence of their 
division and falling-off, the kingdom of the ten 
tribes worked out its own ruin, notwithstanding 
all the gracious warnings of God by His servants, 
the true and faithful prophets, and by the dispen- 
sations of His Providence, to call them back to 
Himself and to happiness. In every case division 
is dangerous; but in religion — the sacred bond 
which joins us with God and with one another in 
one communion and fellowship, — it is deadly, and 
will destroy us. It is the chief tool of the great 
adversary, the devil,' against Christ's kingdom. 
That kingdom, to be sure, stands upon a rock, 
against which the gates of hell, the greatest power 
and craft of its enemy, shall never prevail. But 
when its disobedient subjects, by their pride and 
perverseness laying themselves open to his snares 
and wiles, depart from its unity (oneness), the 
breach which they make lets in many disorders. 
It lays a stumbling-block in the way of those who 
would come in, and stops the progress of those 
who have already entered. Against this danger, 
therefore, our divine Lord most earnestly and re- 
peatedly prayed when He was about to lay down 
His life for us, and in the place where He insti- 
tuted that mystery of love, the memorial of His 
death, that He might closely ^^vcv ^S& ^^S^^-^'s^ 
into One Body, by a\\ ^^tXa^Vytv^ qS. <^^^^^^^: 
** Jpray not for these a\oii€ir \S.e«»:\^'»^^'«^'^'^ 
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Apostles who were then \nth Him, " but for tfaea^ 
also who shall believe on Me through their word ^ 
that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art ii^ 
Me and I in Thee ; that they also may be one ivk 
Us ; that the world may believe that Thou hasti 
sent Me." 

In like manner. His holy Apostles, in most 
moving words, taught unity. To the Corinthians, 
who were disposed to split into parties, the blessed 
Apostle St. Paul thus writes : " Now I beseech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you ; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment.'* '^ For whereas there is 
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are 
ye not carnal, and walk as men ?'* (St John xvii. 
20, 21 ; 1 Cor. i. 10 ; iii. 3.) Where these things 
take place, it is a worldly spirit that reigns, for 
the Spirit of God cannot dwell with discord. 
" These are they who separate themselves," says 
St. Jude, ver. 19, " sensual, having not the Spirit." 
Most carefully, therefore, should we guard against 
division, and fly from schism, that we perish not 
in the gainsaying of Korah. " In the depreca« 
tions of the Litany, the Church, as the primitive 
Church did, puts schism among the greatest of 
sins ; such as lead to hardness of heart, and con- 
tempt of God's word and commandments. Most 
heartily, therefore, should we ever say, * Good 
Lord, deliver us.* *' 
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" It is the man of Ood who was disobedient to the word of the 

Lord."— 1 Kings xui. 26. 

Trust not the dangerous path again — 
O forward step and lingering will ! 

O loved and wam'd in vain I 
And wilt thou perish still ? 

Thy message given, thine home in sight, 

To the forbidden feast return ? 
Yield to the false delight. 

Thy better soul could spurn ? 



Services for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 

jWfotmms Eesjdon, 1 Kings xviii. 

ffibniing %t^itmi 1 Kings xix. 

ffiptJitle, 1 Cor. X. 1. 

(SosSpel, St. Luke xvi. 1. 

CI)e Collect. — Grant to us, Lord, we beseech 
Thee, the spirit to think and do always such 
things as be rightful; that we, who cannot do 
any thing that is good without Thee, may by Thee 
be enabled to live according to Thy will ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In the Collect of last week, looking up to Him 
Who continually directs and governs all things in 
heaven and earth, as once He created the whole 
world, we prayed for His protection and deliver- 
ance from the evils with which He sees us con- 
tinually surrounded, and that He would grant us 
what He sees truly good for us, putting our whole 
trust in our Redeemer's merits and interce«avj»^^ 
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He Who with the Father is one, being His pe 
sonal Word, eternal with Him, our way to tn 
life, to God Himself and His glorious kingdoi 
has taught us, in His Gospel (the glad tidings 
salvation), that to our belief we munt join since 
obedience to the Divine will, fulfilling all duti 
to God, our neighbour, and ourselves, if we wou 
be admitted into the heavenly kingdom. '< N 
every one that saith to Me, Lord, Lord, shf 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he th 
doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven 
Deeply considering this unchangeable sentenc 
according to which our eternal state shall be se 
tied at the last great day, the Collect for this df 
devoutly prays for obedience to the will of Gc 
in the conduct of our present life. It asks, 
order to this, for the continual guidance of 01 
inward thoughts and outward actions by th 
Divine Spirit Who works in us both to will ai 
to do according to His good pleasure. 

The (CptsItU powerfully excites us to be car 
ful, shewing the likeness between our present ca 
and state in the world, and that of our forefathe 
the Israelites in the wilderness; that, warned 
our danger, we may walk the more warily in tl 
day of temptation or trial. Strengthened by tl 
sacraments, restored to spiritual life by the nc 
birth of water and the Spirit, in Baptism and Co 
firmation, and nourished by the true bread fro 
heaven, the spiritual manna, we must be extreme 
careful that we receive not such grace in vai 
but be diligent to improve it by the continual e 
ercise of repentance, Ca\\\\) wvd o\ie.dveuce, whii 
dre the conditions of out aa\v«*NAOTv, ^o ^v8i\ 
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escape the overthrow of the unbelieving and dis- 
obedient Israelites ; and under the conduct of the 
true Joshua, our blessed Lord Jesus (of Whom the 
first was only a type), shall pass safely through 
death, as they crossed Jordan, and enter into the 
joyful rest which remains for the people of God. 

The &oift\, in agreement with the iEptiStU, 
stirs us up to good and faithful management, put- 
ting us in mind that we are meanwhile under 
trust as stewards. We must at last give an awful 
account of our stewardship, and be sentenced to 
reward or punishment according to our faithful- 
ness or dishonesty ; and therefore it will be wise 
in us to act such a part, that we may give up our 
accounts with joy, and be graciously received into 
the happy mansions of our Father's house. 

The proper %t!iioni strongly awaken our atten- 
tion to the grand and glorious government of the 
great Lord of hosts, working wonders of mercy 
to the faithful remnant who bow not to Baal, and 
dreadful destruction upon those who turn from 
the true God and upon the idols which they wor- 
ship. We must therefore be without excuse, if, 
under such loud warnings to depart from evil, 
and loving invitations to do good and please God, 
that we may be accepted of Him, we do not now, 
in this our day, hear His voice, and follow His 
loving call to holiness and happiness. 



G Q 
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<* And after the earthgnake, a fire ; but the Lord was not in the 
fire : and after the fire, a still small voice/'— 1 King* xix. 12. 

The storm ia o'er — and hark I a still small voice 
Steals on the ear, to say, Jehovah's choice 

Is ever with the soft, meek, tender soul : 
By soft, meek, tender ways He loves to draw 
The sinner, startled by His ways of awe : 

Here is our Lord, and not where thunders roll. 



Services for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

iKornins Hefli^on, 1 Kings xxi. 

^bming iLtiiism, 1 Kings xxii. 

^fetUy 1 Cor. xii. 

fiotfpel, St Luke xix. 41. 

Cf)e Collect. — Let Thy merciful ears, O Lord, 
be open to the prayers of Thy humble servants ; 
and that they may obtain their petitions, make 
them to ask such things as shall please Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We this day, in the appointed Collect^ pray 
for the grace or spirit of prayer, of which, were 
we once possessed, we should have every grace. 
The word prayer has a wide meaning, and much 
is required in order to pray aright 

Prayer is a general word, taking in many par- 
ticulars under it; — confession of sins, deprecation 
of guilt, which makes us worthy of punishment, 
supplication to be delivered from evil, petition in 
order to obtain good, and thanksgiving for God's 
mercies and favours. TVvms (\ Sam, ii.) Hannah 
* prayed and said," when e\ve Xi^^'^^t^ wQ!Osi\w% ^\- 
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rectly, but said her hymn of joyful thanks for the 
granting her petition. Here, also, in this Collect^ 
as in Hannah's hymn, are contained praise of 
God's adorable perfections, and faith in His being, 
attributes, word, and promises (for we must pray 
in faith, without which it is impossible to please 
Him); and intercession also for His mercy and 
goodness to all mankind. 

Now, in order to perform all these rightly, the 
dispositions of the worshipper must be suitable. 
Godly sorrow for sin, working repentance, must 
accompany confession ; an utter hatred of all sin, 
as the greatest and most dreadful evil, must ex- 
cite our earnest prayer to be delivered from the 
Divine wrath, which will ever follow and punish 
unrepented sin. An hearty wish for holiness, or 
obedience to God's will, must attend our prayers 
for it. A lively sense of feeling of God's good- 
ness in all His benefits must give life to our 
thanksgiving. A deep reverence, as well as joy- 
ful sense of God's infinite perfections, must ex- 
cite our praises. And an earnest and unshaken 
belief, firmly built on God's never-failing word, 
must draw our faith out of a pure and good con- 
science, ending in love, or charity ; which charity 
will spread itself for God's sake into hearty good 
will, prayer, and the best services in our power, 
to all the world. For the pleasing of our God 
will be the aim of all this, and the setting forth 
of His glory our only end and plan in all our 
duties, using all His gifts to this purpose. 

To this we are directed in the iE$ti(tle^ t^ealvw^ 

of spiritual gifts, which are vaaxv^ ^xv^ NW^wya»^\N\iX. 

all wrought by the aame SpitVt, N^Vvo \«. ^^^ ^^^ 
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Lordi One with the Father and the Son, Trinity 
in Unity. Him we must worship in spirit and ir 
truth in the inward house of our hearts, as a sane- 
tuary pure and clean ; and in the outward house 
of His temple, which it would be a great sin 
highly affronting and displeasing to the Divine 
Majesty, to profane by worldly trafRc and sinfu! 
affections. It is the house of prayer, not only ol 
preaching, which with some has taken place of the 
prayers and other holy offices that make up the 
proper worship of God. It is the place of His spe- 
cial Presence, — His Church being now no longei 
confined within the narrow bounds of Judea, but 
spread to all people and nations, — where He gra* 
ciously comes to meet us ; and sends His ministen 
duly commissioned, in succession from His Apos- 
tles, to act in His name; having promised tc 
make good in heaven above the absolutions anc 
blessings which they rightly and to the well-dis- 
posed pronounce below. For such is His never- 
failing promise. St. Matt. xvii. 18-20 : '* Ve- 
rily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind or 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoevei 
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven 
Again, I say unto you, that if two of you shal 
agree on earth as touching any thing that the] 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Fathei 
which is in heaven : for where two or three an 
gathered together in My name [that is, with Hii 
authority] there am I in the midst of them.' 
This is our great and glorious privilege, as it wui 
to the Israelites of old, to have our Ood so neai 
unto ua in all things tViat ^e cs^\ w^oiv Hvkv for* 
But let U8 take wammg )a^ n«\i»X. ^^ m'^wl ^ 
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once highly favoured people, when they had sunk 
into the form alone of religion, and in the pride 
of their hearts rejected the meek and lowly Jesus ; 
Who wept over their obstinacy, and the miseries 
coming upon them, as in this day's affecting and 
awakening doiEfpel. Misery greater than can be 
thought of must overtake all who reject the offers 
of mercy, and disregard so long the things that 
belong to their peace, till at length they are hid 
from their eyes. 

The proper 9,tsisioxtsif too, bring us many holy 
and hesdthful warnings, shewing us, by their his- 
tories, that the threatenings as well as the pro- 
mises of the Divine Majesty will without fail be 
fulfilled upon their proper objects, and warning us 
accordingly to fly from the wrath to come. 



" And when He was come ne&r, He beheld the city» and wept over 

it."— ^*. Luke xix. 41. 

And doth the Saviour weep 

Over His people's sin, 
Because we will not let Him keep 

The souls He died to win ? 

Ye hearts that love the Lord, 

If at this sight ye frown, 
See that in thought, in deed, in word. 

Ye hate what made Him mourn. 



G g2. 
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Services for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 

jHornins leiEfiEfon, 2 Kings v. 

Cumins leiEfi^on, 2 Kings ix. 

(SpiiEftle, 1 Cor. xv. 1. 

doi^pely St. Luke xviii. 9. 

Ci^e Collect— O God, Who declarest Thy al- 
mighty power most chiefly in shewing mercy and 
pity ; mercifully grant unto us such a measure of 
Thy grace, that we, running the way of Thy com- 
mandments, may obtain Thy gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of Thy heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Church's year, after Trinity Sunday, is dedi- 
cated to the commandments, that by keeping them 
we may express our holy love, in return to the 
wonderful love manifested in our redemption, as 
the other half of the year calls upon us to contem- 
plate that work of our redemption in the Creed. 
The Collects after Trinity therefore implore chiefly 
the grace of faithful obedience. Of this the Cou 
Uct tor the day is a striking example. It excites 
us to devout prayer, by setting before us the Al- 
mighty power of God, which would overwhelm us 
with awe and dread, were it not mildly tempered 
with the sweet assurance, that as His majesty is, 
so is His mercy. He has spread His mercy over 
all His works, and delights to exert it towards all 
the fit objects of it, which His reasonable crea^- 
tures must endeavour to make themselves by re- 
pentance and obedience. We therefore earnestly 
beg such degrees of H\& %tte;w^\.\v^wvcv%, ^\:^.ce^ as 
that we may with speedy ^ace «Ai^ t^^c»&^^^ ^^v 
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gence hold on in the holy and happy way of His 
commandments, which leads to life eternal, and 
His glorious Presence, where is fulness of joy and 
pleasures for evermore, without end or interrup- 
tion. 

Weak and wavering, apt to trip and stumble, 
and slip out of the narrow way which leads to 
life, we should be apt to faint, did not the glad 
tidings of our redemption and salvation by the 
Death and Resurrection of Christ, with the assur- 
ance of His grace, as in the (Spti^tU for the day, 
animate us with the enlivening hope of pardon, 
peace, and the acceptance of God to our sincere 
endeavours, however weak, provided they be ear- 
nest and unceasing. Our whole trust must be in 
Him Who strengthens us and works all our works 
in us ; resolving all into His grace, as did the 
great Apostle amidst his zealous labours, when he 
renounced self, and ascribed all to his Saviour ; 
" not I,** says he, " but the grace of God which was 
with me." All that we may think ours, without 
His grace and merits, is as filthy rags,— matter of 
deepest humiliation, instead of boasting. 

The &o^ptl for the day, therefore, comes in 
very seasonably, to warn us against the proud 
vain-glorious boastfulness of the Pharisee, and 
move us to imitate the deep humility of the peni- 
tent Publican ; convicted by our consciences, and 
condemning ourselves as sinners, sensible of our 
misery, smiting our breasts, while in penitence we 
accuse and condemn ourselves, supplicating the 
mercy of God as our only hope and refuse. 

The leprosy of Naaman is tVve \o^V\v^wck^ ^\si^^^«!^ 
of sin, the taint and stain o« wYvveVi wo\Xvvw% ^'^•sv 
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cleanse or cure, or wash away, but the water and 
blood which flowed from the pierced side of 
Christ, set forth and applied in Baptism and the 
Holy Eucharist. We must not, therefore, with 
the proud Syrian, when he was disappointed in 
bis expectation, turn away from the Divine com- 
mand to use these simple elements ; but trust faith- 
fully in the Almighty Power of Him, Who by 
weak means works wonders of mercy and pity to 
humble and penitent sinners, if they seek Him 
where and while He is to be found. 

For if mercy be now slighted, justice in awful 
judgment will at length awake to take full ven- 
geance upon the unbelieving and impenitent, as 
we may see in the proper %tiiiion for the dSbming, 
where Jehu was made the executioner of the sen- 
tence which God Himself had pronounced against 
Ahab and his prompter Jezebel, and their whole 
ungodly family. 



The fire of Heaven is soon to fall 
(Thou know'st it) on this earthly ball ; 
Then many a soul, the price of blood, 
Mark'd by th' Almighty hand for good, 
Shall feel the o'erflowing whirlwind's sweep— 
And will the Saints in Heaven dare weep ? 

I'hen in His wrath shall God uproot 
The trees He set, for lack of fruit, 
And drown in rude tempestuous blaze 
The towers His Hand had deign'd to raise. 
In silence, ere that storm begin. 
Count o'er His mercies and thy sin. 
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Services for the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 

morning; lesli^on, 2 Kings x. 

C^mtny ileiEfi^on, 2 Kings xviii. 

ffipfetU, 2 Cor. iii. 4. 

doflpel, St. Mark vii. 31. 

C|)f Collect. — Almighty and everlasting God, 
Who art always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and art wont to give more than either we 
desire or deserve ; pour down upon us the abun- 
dance of Thy mercy; forgiving us those things 
whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us 
those good things which we are not worthy to 
ask, but through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

The Collects of the Church, throughout the 
year, speak in few words such feelings of devotion 
as must enlighten the mind and warm the heart 
of every attentive and devout worshipper. With 
deep humility, on account of the unworthiness of 
man, they excite the firmest hope of God's ac- 
ceptance, and of heavenly grace, in Christ and for 
His sake, to supply our wants, and do abundantly 
for us above all that we can ask or think. 

The Collect of this day in particular shews the 
fulness of holy desire, earnestly petitioning pardon 
and peace, deliverance by the mercy of God from 
the guilt and sting of our sins past, and the at- 
tainment of that good gift of grace and holiness, 
which Christ purchased for us, and confers on us 
in the sacraments, and by the ministry of His qvtkv 
appointment and commission. 

He completed the wonderfvxY v«atV ci!i w^^^ ^^' 
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demption by His death ; and the gracious benefits 
purchased by it, as they went back" through all 
ages before, to the beginning, to sanctify and save 
all who would embrace them, — so He provided 
that they might be continued through the fulness 
of time to the end of the world. 

Founding His Church upon Himself, the Rock 
of Ages, upon Whom it rested from the beginning, 
He appointed three orders, of Bishops, Priests, 
and Deacons, that the ministry of the New Testa- 
ment might agree with that of the Old, in the 
High-Priest, the Priests, and Levites. The first 
and highest authority He gave to His Apostles : 
" As My Father hath sent Me," He said, " even 
so send I you," with power to continue their own 
order, and ordain men to minister under them, 
promising to be with this apostolic commission, 
in perpetual succession, through all ages from that 
time, till time itself should give place to eternity. 
" Lo," He said, — His word can never fail — ** 1 am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world." 

Of the worth and efiicacy of this ministry, the 
Spii^tU treats; and the &oiptl mystically points 
out the blessings of it, typified in the miraculous 
cure of the deaf ears and obstructed speech by the 
word and mouth and touch of Christ Himself. 
By hearing, faith cometh, and hearing by the Di- 
vine Word, the Holy Ghost, the finger of Christ 
opening the inward ear of the heart, and giving 
the grace of prayer and praise in the worship of 
God. 

The appearance of zeal for the Lord may be 
showy, as was that o? 3eViw, ».wd ^^t self may 
really he the object oi tVie ^\a«v»X.\ «cA ^ ^^ 
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heavenly kingdom may be forfeited, if we do not 
give to God our whole heart in His service, and 
with sincerity strive to fulfil all His will, not that 
only which falls in with our own inclinations. 

Turning away, then, from Jehu as an imperfect 
character, who served God by halves, we are di- 
rected to turn to good Hezekiah, as the better 
pattern, whose trust in God sheltered him in His 
protection, and scattered by a sudden blast his 
terrible enemies, in the midst of their raging blas- 
phemies. 

'* And looking up to Heaven, He sighed, and saith unto him, Eph- 
phatha, that is. Be opened." — St. Mark vii. 34. 

Lord, by Thy sad and earnest eye, 
When Thou didst look to Heaven and sigh ; 
Thy voice, that with a word could chase 
The dumb, deaf spirit from his place ; 

As Thou hast touch'd our ears, and taught 
Our tongues to speak Thy praises plain. 

Quell Thou each thankless, godless thought 
That would make fast our bonds again. 

From worldly strife, from mirth unblest, 
Drowning Thy music in the breast, 
From foul reproach, from thrilling fears, 
Preserve, good Lord, Thy servant's ears. 

From idle words, that restless throng, 

And haunt our hearts when we would pray. 

From pride's false chime and jarring wrong. 
Seal Thou my lips, and guard the way. 

For Ihou hast sworn, that every ear, 
Willing or loath. Thy trump shall hear. 
And every tongue unchained be, 
To own no hope, no God, WtTVvt^. 
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Services for the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

iHoming izH^my 2 Kings xix. 

®bemns HeiEfiEfon, 2 Kings xxiii. 

€pt!E{tU, Gal. ill. 16. 

doi^pel, St. Luke x. 23. 

Ci)f Collect. — Almighty and merciful God, 
of Whose only gift it cometh that Thy faithful 
people do unto Thee true and laudable service; 
grant, we beseech Thee, that we may so faithfully 
serve Thee in this life, that we fail not finally to 
attain Thy heavenly promises ; through the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In this day's Collect we have another instance 
of vast fulness of meaning conveyed in a few 
words. Here too we find our whole duty, as well 
as devotion, leading to that happy eternal rest, of 
which God is both the beginning and end. It is 
He alone Who can rescue us from the slavery of 
our own corrupt affections and passions, and en- 
gage and guide us in that faithful service of Him- 
self which is perfect freedom, the way of peace 
and pleasantness here, and the gate opening into 
heavenly peace and eternal joy hereafter. 

This wonderful gift of grace and life eternal 
could not be given by the Law of Moses. Only 
the promised seed of the woman, Immanuel, the 
bruiser of the serpent's head, could claim it as 
His purchase, and bestow it on His faithful fol- 
lower; being the true Mediator between God 
and man, Gentiles as well as Jews, united in one ; 
whilst Moses, as a medVatot X^elvi^^Tv iVve Lord and 
Hia people^ was only tVie l^^e o^ C\«\%\. 
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By the bruise of our fall in Adam, wounded by 
the devil, poor wretched human nature lay half 
dead, and neither the Priest nor the Levite could 
cure or effectually pity the mortal disease. None 
but the Good Samaritan, the never sleeping nor 
slumbering Keeper of Israel, could behold lost 
man, stripped of the robe of holiness, and lying in 
sin and misery, with the eye of true compassion, 
take him up, and pour healing balm into his wounds. 
He took such compassion upon him as to suffer 
with him and for him. He raised him from his 
dust and ruin, restored him to sit with Him when 
He had taken manhood upon Him, brought him 
to the view of His Church, and gave charge to 
the keepers of it to take care, by the proper means 
and medicines, to provide for restoring him fully 
to health, while, by their unwearied attention to 
such charge, they should provide, at the same 
time, for the increase of their own future happi- 
ness, when He shall come again in power and 
great glory. To every such guardian of souls, He 
says, " When I come again, 1 will repay you." 

In the {BoxninQ %tiision we have a shocking 
emblem of the devil's rage against us, in the 
proud threats of the blaspheming Assyrian king ; 
as also of our most wonderful rescue and pre- 
servation by our Saviour's almighty power and 
mercy. 

And, in the itiHon for the (S^mtns, the his- 
tory of good Josiah holds out a perfect pattern 
of the thorough reformation of life, and faithful 
return to the sincere service of God our Saviour, 
to which those are bound whom He has delivered 
out of the hand of their enemies, that the^ isiv^t. 

H H 
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serve Him without fear, in holiness and righte- 
ousness before Him, all the days of their life. 



" Blessed are the eyes which see the thin|^ that ye see/ 

St. Luke X. 23. 

BlessM eyes, which see the things we see ! 

And yet this tree of life hath proved 
To many a soul a poison-tree, 

Beheld, and not belov'd. 

So like an Angel's is our bliss, 

(Oh ! thought to comfort and appa]) 

It needs must bring, if used amiss, 
An Angel's hopeless fall. 



Services for the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

iKorning itHHtm, Jeremiah v. 

Cbentng Cei^i^on, Jeremiah xxii. 

iEpti^tle, Galatians v. 16. 

doi^pel, St. Luke xvii. 11. 

Ci)e CoIUct. — Almighty and everlasting God, 
give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and cha- 
rity ; and, that we may obtain that which Thou 
dost promise, make us to love that which Thou 
dost command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The proper service of this day is most edifying 

In all respects. The three Christian virtues, which 

make the prayer of iV\e CtiVVttX.^ ewvVixwi^ llv« 

whole of our divine re\\gioi\. Xiv^ ^\3tvw^^>i5R 
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other half of the year be devoted more particu- 
larly to faith and hope, the Creed and the Lord's 
Prayer, and this, the season after Trinity Sunday, 
to charity or love, by which we keep the Com- 
mandments ; yet it is ever to be remembered and 
most carefully considered, that the three, to ren- 
der them saving virtues, must be firmly joined 
together ; for if they be parted, they die, and are 
of no effect. 

Faith embraces all the divine truths, the whole 
Word of God in general. Hope has its eye par- 
ticularly fixed upon the promises, the hope of 
which would be but empty boldness, if Charity 
did not enliven it to keep the commandments; 
for in order to obtain that which God doth pro- 
mise, we must ever love, so as to embrace and do, 
what He doth command. These virtues are all 
active, exciting us to do and patiently suffer the 
will of God, by the work of faith, the labour of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. By His redemption and salvation, given 
to us through His means of grace, we lay firm 
hold of the hope of glory. 

But every man that hath this hope in him, 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure. Having 
such promises, we must cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God. Fierce, indeed, is often the 
combat between the two principles in our nature, 
as now our fallen state is. But if we take the 
complete Christian armour, we shall be enabled 
to stand in the evil day, and, la 1\\^ ^w^xwg^ ^ 
Christ, shall at last conquer. 
The epi^tU, accordingly, dvcecXa \i» vcl ^^a^ ^^^- 
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ritual warfare ; that, walking in the Spirit, we may 
root out the works of the flesh, and cultivate the 
growth and increase of the fruits of the Spirit ; 
that all carnal affections may die in us, and all 
things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow 
in us. 

Sin is the shocking leprosy of the soul, of which 
that of the body, in this day's &osiptl, is only an 
emblem. The mercy of Jesus alone can and will 
cure it, if, with a true sense of our disease, and 
deep humility, we lift up our voices and cry for 
mercy; using the prescriptions and applying to 
the priests, by whose ministry He Himself cures 
us, in the due and faithful use of the means which 
He has commissioned them to use, returning our 
humble and hearty thanks to the merciful and 
gracious Lord, Who is all in all. Yet, alas I the 
far greater number, nine out often, neglect Him; 
if they thank Him sometimes with their lips, as 
matter of form, they dishonour Him by the un- 
suitable course of their lives. 

Yet, of His tender pity, He uses all methods of 
warning, with threats and promises, to stir them 
up to a better course of living ; searching and turn- 
ing every way to save their souls ; not deserting 
the worst offenders as long as the least hope of 
cure remains. This, and much more, we gather 
from the moving and very affecting %tfifioni, 
jHoming and (BbtnitiQ. 
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" And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine? There are not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger." — St. Luke xvii. 17, 18. 

Not surer would the blessing prove 
Of humbled hearts, that own Thy love, 
Should choral welcome from above 

Visit our senses plain, 
Than by Thy placid voice and brow. 
With healing first, with comfort now, 
Tum'd upon him, who hastes to bow 

Before Thee, heart and knee. 
** Oh thou, who only wouldst be blest, 
On thee alone My blessing rest ! 
Rise, go thy way in peace, possess^ 

For evermore of Me." 



Services for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 

morning Eei^i^on, Jeremiah xxxv. 

(SDbcntug He^J^Jon, Jeremiah xxxvi. 

(^pt^Jtle, Gaiatians vi. 11. 

®o£(pel, St. Matthew vi. 24. 

Ct)e Collect.— Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, 
Thy Church with Thy perpetual mercy : and, be- 
cause the frailty of man without Thee cannot but 
fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things 
hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 
salvation ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As the autumnal Ember-season falls about this 
time, and the due dispensing of Holy Orders is 
of the greatest importance to the welfare of the 
Church and all its members, the Collects ^OkX nKv^ 
and the next Sunday are drawn w^ vsx ^ \ssaxswet 
suitable to the occasion. 

H H ^ 
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With that truly Christian spirit of deep humility, 
which leads us to distrust ourselves, corrupt and 
frail as we are, and rest our hope in the help of 
God alone, we fly to our Lord's perpetual mercy 
for defence against danger, and guidance in the 
way of salvation. ^ 

This salvation hangs upon the cross of Christ, 
to which the Christian must be conformed, cru- 
cified and dying to the world, living not by sense, 
nor the shadows of the law, after the substance is 
come, but by the faith of Him Who loved us and 
died for us. He would have us without careful- 
ness, renouncing Mammon^ all false trust, whether 
in riches or in any other worldly good, and devot- 
ing ourselves to Him alone, our never- failing hope 
and only satisfying good. Who richly giveth us 
all things for life and goodness, while we make 
Him the only object of our hearts. To this we 
are excited both by the (Spt£ltle and bv the di- 
vine words of our Lord Himself in the ^0£{peL 

In the Eei$0oni$, we have in the jlSlonnng the 
most amiable and inviting example of obedience 
to parents, in the case of the Rechabites, shewn 
in an instance in itself indifferent — the abstain- 
ing from wine ; an example of simple submission 
to the authority of a father, and a sad reproach 
to the disobedience of God's own people, who 
disregarded and broke His commands, and ran 
desperately by disobedience into misery, notwith- 
standing all the various methods used to win and 
save them. 
A most dreadful instance is given in the (Sbtiu 
(itff of the contempt o? GoOl^ yiox^ wv^xasweaj^^ 
yyritten and read in order to tee«\ "ft^v^ ^^^^Vi Hxq 
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sin and ruin, that upon their repentance He might 
forgive their iniquity and their sins ; such an in- 
sult as defied the vengeance which, after repeated 
calls despised and neglected, must at length come 
upon hardness of heart and contempt of God s 
word and commandments. From which, good 
Lord, deliver us I 



" Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow."- 
St. Matt, vi 28. 

Ye dwell beside our paths and homes , 
Our paths of sin, our homes of sorrow ; 

And guilty man, where'er he roams. 
Your innocent mirth may borrow. 

Alas ! of thousand bosoms kind, 
That daily court you and caress, 

How few the happy secret find 
Of your calm loveliness ! 

. ** Live for to-day ! to-morrow's light 
To-morrow's cares shall bring to sight ; 
Go, sleep like closing flowers at night. 
And Heaven thy mom will bless." 



Services for (he Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, 

jHornins Sesl^jon, Ezekiel ii. 

dBbenins ILesl^Jon, Ezekiel xiii. 

^TjfxMty Ephesians iii. 13. 

^oi^pel, St. Luke vii. 11. 

Ci^e Collect. — O Lord, we beseech Thee, let 
Thy continual pity cleanse and AfcfCew^ ''XNn^ 
Church; and, because it c«kXiT\o\. e-^wXAwwe. "v^ 
safety without Thy succour, pxeaeTN^ \V. eN^xxs^w^^ 
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by Thy help and goodness ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The Colkct of this day accords with that of 
Sunday last ; for the welfare of the Church, closely 
connected with the right discharge of duty by it« 
clergy, is the concern of every particular member, 
and tends to the welfare of each. We therefore 
fly to the Divine pity for its defence and pro- 
tection. His compassion, Who loves the Church 
as His own spouse, never fails; but corruption 
and estrangement, by falsehood and ill-living on 
her Hide, must turn away His affection. The chief 
request of the ColUct therefore is, that He would 
sanctify and cleanse it by the water and blood 
tiiat flowed from His side upon the cross, and 
formed this mystic Eve. And in that case, her 
faithful attachment to Him shall secure her de- 
fence and preservation, by His perpetual help and 
goodness. 

To this purpose the Spittle agrees. The zeal 
of the blessed Apostle, who is the complete pat- 
tern of the pastoral character, powerfully directs 
and enlivens both clergy and people to use their 
utmost endeavour and their most fervent prayer 
for attaining that right disposition of the heart 
which he so earnestly desires for them. Such a 
right disposition of heart as may invite Christ to 
make His abode there, to enlighten it by faith, 
and warm it by love. 

The Church, the holy mother of Christians, 
must not despair of her child ; for the power of 
Chrifit, shewn forth at "Nam, *\\«\\ m<i<i\. ^\A tv«» 
/i/Vw, pitying the mother's teaxft, w^^ t««\«v«v%V 
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to her embraces. All the wonders contained in 
both (£pt£(tle and &oii^tl turn to the glory of God 
in the Church, by Christ Jesus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 

The i^tdfSonH shew us the good that comes by 
duly commissioned, true, and faithful prophets 
and preachers, and the danger of listening to the 
soothing doctrines of false and self-sent teachers, 
who lull their followers into deceitful security, 
and vain, unfounded peace ; for vain is the trust 
that does not rest upon such faith in Christ as 
brings forth obedience to those laws by which He 
will judge us at the last day. 



" I desire that je faint not at my tribulations for you, which is 

your glory."— ^A. ili. 13. 

The dearest offering we can crave, 

His portion in our souls to prove, 
What is it to the gift He gave. 

The only Son of His dear love ? 

Lovest thou praise ? the cross is shame ; 

Or ease ? the cross is bitter grief; 
More pangs than tongue or heart can frame 

Were suffered there without relief. 



Services for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity, 

jlHorntng Ee^f^jon, Ezekiel xiv. 
dBbenins %tiiiinn, Ezekiel xviii. 
(£pt£;tle, Ephesians iv. 1. 
&Qii^t\f St. Luke xiv. 1. 

Wt)B Ciilfert.— Lord, vre ^m^ TYkft.^ >s^^^. ""^^^ 
grace may always prevent andteWi^ xsa^^cA^eos^^ 
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US continually to be given to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Churches season after Trinity Sunday is 
devoted to the teaching of good works, the 
fruits of the Spirit, by right faith, from which 
they spring. These two, right faith and right 
practice, go ever hand in hand; and this day's 
short but full Collect is a complete prayer for 
the grace of them. Faith, as well as obedience, 
springs entirely from grace ; that is, the favour 
and gift of God. His grace is the beginner, the 
conductor, and perfecter of every good work. We 
therefore pray that it may prevent or go before us, 
to stir up our endeavours, ernd follow us, to drive 
as well as draw us on ; and so to be both our 
guide and our guard, to support us when we 
faint, and continually stir us up to diligence and 
industry : that our obedience may reach to every 
part of our duty, and to every portion of our time, 
which is all devoted to God, with ourselves, 
our souls, and bodies : ^< The grace of God by 
Christ," as it is expressed in the Articles of our 
Church, " preventing us, that we may have a 
good will) and working in us when we have that 
good will." 

As the Collect prays for, so the <CptetIe most 
movingly exhorts to truly Christian life and prac- 
tice, suitable to our holv calling and profession. 
This is our Divine Lord s first lesson, drawn out 
in clear and lively colours by His own bright 
example : " Learn of Me," He said ; " for I am 
meek and lowly in heaxt, aiv^^^^V^^xv^^^^^Vta 
your souls." This tempet o^ mm^ ^ w\^ ojiv^^ 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 359 

set at rest all the divisions, the heresies, and 
schisms, that have so unhappily wounded the life 
and hindered the spread of the Christian religion; 
to which unity, here so strongly enforced, is a 
necessary condition. For this, accordingly, our 
Lord in His prayer addressed the Eternal Father 
on behalf of all His followers, that they all might 
be one, made perfectly one, that the world might 
know that He was sent for its salvation, and might 
embrace His religion (St. John xvii.). 

The &Oiiptl lays before us the prudent answers 
of our Divine Master to the Pharisees ; and the 
great grace of humility is again taught, as laying 
the foundation and securing the stedfastness of 
all virtue, exalting its servants, and abasing its 
adversaries, raising the lowly, and putting down 
the proud. 

Treacherous, alas 1 is the heart of man, wherein 
much pride may lurk under the mask of humility. 
The ;P[orning[ It^fSon, therefore, detects and 
tends to destroy those idols of the heart, which 
may accompany men even to the house of God, 
and render all their services there abominable, 
bringing a curse upon the hypocritical worshippers, 
and not a blessing. Nothing can escape the all- 
seeing eye of God, Who will one day judge the 
secrets of men by Jesus Christ. Meantime His 
judgments are a great depth, and His ways past 
our finding out. But still we are perfectly assured, 
that the Judge of all the earth will do, and at pre- 
sent does, what is perfectly right, as that great 
day shall fully declare. He will not !ju.iv\«»Vl \3»fc 
son for the iniquity of tVie ^a^iXvet, wot >Jcifc Hsv.- 
ther for the son ; but t\ie aou\ «\oue VJaaX. wsw^^^ 
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shall die, as is plainly expressed in the CE^enfoj 

His mercy, which is over all His works, desires 
the life and not the death of the sinner, movinglji 
calling him to true repentance, and thereby tc 
turn to God, that he may save his soul alive. 
Consideration, not mere knowledge, but thought 
which impresses it upon the heart, and stirs up 
the affections, must be the first stage in the happ} 
course that leads to life, conducted by Him Whc 
is Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life ! 
To Whom be all glory I 



Thou Who hast deign*d the Christian's heart to call 
Thy Church and shrine ; whene'er our rebel will 

Would in that chosen home of Thine instal 
Belial or Mammon, grant us not the ill 

We blindly ask ; in very love refuse 

Whatever Thou know'st our weakness would abuse. 

Or rather help us, Lord, to choose the good, 
To pray for nought, to seek to none, but Thee, 

Nor by " our daily bread" mean common food, 
Nor say, " From this world's evil set us free." 

Teach us to love, with Christ, our sole true bliss, 

Else, though in Christ's own words, we surely pray 
amiss. 



Services for the Eighteent/i Sunday after Trinity 

jHotntns Eci^don, Ezekiel xx. 
(Itbtnins ItHion, Ezekiel xxiv. 
(£pi'ittty 1 Corinthians i. 4. 
^Oliptl, St. Matthew xxii. 34. 

Thy people grace to NvMYvaV^ccvOi V)cv^ Vevcv^\».N:\Q?w^ 
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the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure 
hearts and minds to follow Thee, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our three great enemies are the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Their temptations, by which 
they would lead us into sin and ruin, are many 
and various. But the grace of God, for which 
the Collect prays, is all-suflicient His strength 
is made perfect in our weakness. He will not 
suffer us to be tempted above that we are able, 
but will with the temptation also make a way for 
us to escape, that we may be able to bear it. 
*' Watch and pray," says the Captain of our sal- 
vation, ** that ye enter not into temptation." 

The 3Ept£{tle, therefore, excites our thankfulness 
in considering the grace of God which is given us 
by Jesus Christ, furnishing us with all the gifts 
which are necessary for us ; encouraging us by what 
is past to hope for the future, waiting patiently for 
His coming, which will complete and perfect alU 
in the resurrection of the body and the life ever- 
lasting. 

Would we enter into this life, we must mean- 
while keep the commandments, the sum of which 
we have in the &oiptl, — for love is the fulfilling 
of the law, — ^looking withal to Christ, the Son of 
God and son of David, both God and man ; in 
His divine nature the Son of God, very God, and 
therefore David's Lord; while, according to the 
flesh. He was David's son or descendant. This 
adorable mystery puzzled the Pharisees ; but the. 
faith of Christians clearly and ^tt«\^ ew:^at^^'>«a» >x«, 
believing in the name o£ tVie ^oxv o^ ^o^-* ^^"^"^^ 

I 1 
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Christy and loving one another, as He ga' 
commandment, the second great command 
springing fVom and lil&e the first: ^'Thou 
love thy neighbour as thyself." 

We have a very moving picture in the %t 

of His dealings with His own people, and 

unworthy returns to His grace and goodne 

their sins and iniquities, whereby they wr 

their own ruin, through hardness of hear 

contempt of God's word and commandmeE 

spising the riches of His goodness, forbeai 

and long-suffering. These are set before i 

our consideration, that we may seriously 

and ward against the dangers around us, an< 

pure hearts and minds may follow Him A^ 

the only God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghos 

we may come at length to the eternal sigl: 

enjoyment of Him ; disposed for it by tn 

pentance and lively faith working by love, 

is the keeping of His commandments; st 

and labouring so faithfully as that we m 

found blameless in the day of our Lord 

Christ, when He shall come in glory to jud 

quick and the dead ; sheltered in His mere 

saved by His infinite merits. Amen, blessed 

amen. 

O Father of long-raffering grace, 
Thou Who hast twom to stay 

Pleading with sinners face to face 
Through all their devious way : 

Lord, wave again Thy chastening rod, 

TiU every idol-throne 
Cmmble to dust, aadTVioM, O C>o^, 
Reign in our bieaiU siouft. 
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Bring all our wandering fancies home, 

For Thou hast every spell, 
And 'mid the heathen where they roam. 

Thou knowest, Lord, too well. 

Thou know'st our service sad and hard, 

Thou know'st us fond and frail ; 
Bring us to be belov'd and spar'd 

When all the world shall fedl. 

So when at last our weary days 

Are well-nigh wasted here, 
And we can trace Thy wondrous ways 

In distance calm and clear j 

When in Thy love and Israers sin 

We read our story true. 
We may not, all too late, begin 

To wish our hopes were new. 

Long lov'd, long tried, long spar*d as they. 

Unlike in this alone. 
That by Thy grace our hearts shall stay 

For evermore Thine own. 



Services for the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

fHoxninQ ItiS^on, Daniel iii, 

Sbening %tiS^n, Daniel vi. 

^fi^tU, Ephesians iv. 17* 

&o^ptlf St. Matthew ix. 1. 

Ci)e Collect. — O God, forasmuch as without 
Thee we are not able to please Thee ; mercifully 
grant, that Thy Holy Spirit may in all thlu^p^ 
direct and rule our heartB\ t\itw^^^^>i^ v:>qx>^ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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The holy offices of the Church for the course 
of the year, and the several portions of it, are so 
framed, that the devout worshipper, attentively 
going along with them, and fixing his whole heart 
in them, must be perpetually nourished in faith 
and holiness. Every where the sense of our own 
weakness and insufficiency is impressed upon us, 
and our entire dependence upon God*s grace. 

So we may observe in the Service for this day, 
the (£pt0tle prescribes to us such a course of holy 
living as shall, through Christ, be well-pleasing 
and acceptable to God. 

But the Collect humbly confesses that, without 
His help and gracious guidance, we are not able to 
please Him ; and having no merit to recommend 
our suit of so great and high a favour, we appeal 
to His mercy, that He would, according to His 
promise, grant us, upon our humble petition. His 
Holy Spirit ; that^ not here and there, in this and 
the other thing, but in all things to which we 
put our hand. He would shew us His holy will 
and pleasure in it, would rule our hearts, and 
lead us into faithful obedience and patient com* 
pliance. 

Unable as we are without Him to do any part 
of our duty, we shall be enabled, through that 
gracious Lord, for Whose sake we beg supplies 
of grace, and Who Himself is our strength as 
well as our Redeemer. His tender mercy and 
compassion towards our diseased infirmity, are 
movingly held out to us in the case of the help- 
)e88 paralytic, which makes the subject of this 
day's ^oBpth He was i\ol aVAe lo move; his 
/bur bearers that brought Vum, «\\Xio>\^ ^«^ ^A 
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their utmost, by kindly carrying him the way to 
saving health, could not cure him. But the Al- 
mighty Physician, the only saving Lord, instantly 
restored him to health and soundness by His 
strengthening word. 

Such miracles of mercy and grace still help 
and heal us, while we faithfully and obediently 
trust in Him Who is still doing wonders for those 
who cleave to Him with jpurpose of heart, and 
sincerely rely on Him; rescuing them from the 
flames of hell unsinged, and their roaring adver- 
sary the devil, as He did the three children from 
the burning fiery furnace, and Daniel from the 
den of lions. These miracles, all equally easy to 
the Almighty as is the ordinary course of nature, 
revealed and extended as they are for the benefit 
of all ages, make the animating %t^ioni for the 
day. And therefore, firmly believing, and en- 
couraged by what He did iu old times, we say 
with holy confidence, " O Lord, arise, help us 
and deliver us, for Thy name's sake, for Thine 
honour I" 



" Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellers. Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered 
and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, 
Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and 
they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of Ood."— i>an. ui. 24, 25. 

*' How are they free whom we had bound ? 

Upright, whom in the gulf we cast ? 
What wondrous helper have they found 

To screen them from the 8CQtcVvvci^Vk\3a&\.'\ 
Three were they — "wYio Yiait^i inaAa VJmjoi Vssvx"*. 
And sure a form divine He -woxe. 
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Even like the Son of God/' So cried 
The tyrant, when in one fierce flame 

The martyrs liv'd, the murderers died. 
Yet knew he not what Angel came 

To make the rustling fire-flood seem 

Like summer breeze by woodland stream.* 

He knew not, but there are who know : 
The matron, who alone hath stood, 

When not a prop seem'd left below, 
The first- bom hour of widowhood, 

Yet cheered and cheering all, the while, 

With sad but unaffected smile. 

The father, who his vigil keeps 

By the sad couch whence hope hath flown ; 
Watching the eye where reason sleeps, 

Yet in his heart can mercy own ; 
Still sweetly yielding to the rod. 
Still loving man, still thanking God. 

The Christian pastor, bow'd to earth 
With thankless toil, and yile esteemed, 

Still travailing in second birth 

Of souls that will not be redeemed, 

Yet stedfast set to do his part. 

And fearing most his own vain heart. 

These know : on these look long and well. 
Cleansing thy sight by prayer and faith, 

And thou shalt know what secret spell 
Preserves them in their living death ; 

Through sevenfold flames thine eve shall see 

The Saviour walking with His faithftd three. 

• " As it had been a moist whistling wind." Song qfthe 1 
Children, 27. 
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Services for the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 

jHotning lutHQn^ Joel ii. 

(ilBbentns %e£{£{on, Micah vi. 

<i£pti$tle» Ephesians v. 15. 

^O^jpil, St Matthew xxii. 1. 

Ci)e Collect. — O Almighty and most merciful 
God, of Thy bountiful goodness keep us, we be- 
seech Thee, from all things that may hurt us ; 
that we, being ready both in body and soul, may 
cheerfully accomplish those things that Thou 
wouldest have done; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The devout spirit and the fulness of the Church's 
Collects are strongly shewn in the Collect for to- 
day. All that is wanted on our part, to our sal- 
vation by Christ, is here contained. Flying to the 
infinite power and boundless compassion of our 
good and bountiful God, we supplicate His fatherly 
care to defend and preserve us from all hurt or 
harm, amidst the temptations and snares that sur- 
round us. For our state on earth is a warfare 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil, which 
we renounced in Baptism, when we ceased to do 
evil, dying to sin, and promised to do well by 
faith and obedience. By that Holy Sacrament 
we were engaged and enlisted to be Christ's ser- 
vants as well as soldiers; trained by His grace, 
and devoutly fitted inwardly by spiritual affections 
of the mind, which stir us up to unwearied dili- 
gence in good works, that so vje \x\^^ ^>5^\^'^'^^ 
readiness delight to do H\a m)\ oxv %^^>^> ^^^ ^^^ 
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Angels do in Heaven, with whom we hope to be 
united in immortal joys. 

The dtpvittt excellently directs and excites the 
devotion of the Collect, warning us that we walk in 
the midst of snares, and therefore have great need 
to walk circumspectly, pondering the path of our 
feet, and watchful to catch the occasions of doing 
good, amidst the hindrances of an evil world. 
That we may know what our Lord would have 
done, we must gain spiritual wisdom and under- 
standing ; and that we may ever watch, we must 
always be sober. Otherwise, we cannot be filled 
with the lofty spirit of devotion, which is ex- 
pressed and nourished by Divine psalmody> heart 
and voice consenting. But this holy heavenly 
temper of praise and thanksgiving will enliven our 
whole duty to God, our neighbour, and ourselves, 
guided throughout by the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

This wondrous grace is set before us in the 
6o£{peI, under a royal marriage entertainment, 
the feast of love ; of which tlie Holy Eucharist is 
given us as a foretaste on earth, to be perfected in 
eternal joys, with the Bridegroom of holy souls, 
after the Resurrection. But foolish men either 
ungratefully neglect this amazing love and grace 
of the glorious Majesty, or they force themselves 
unworthily into the Divine Presence, without due 
disposition and decent preparation. 

The holy Itifion^, fkoxninQ and ffibentng, may 

well be understood to represent the dreadful guilt 

and danger on either hand, with many cautions 

and warnings how to sYum \t. Itk l\\em we are 

warned by the judgments o^ GoA. vji^ V)ti^ ^s^x^^n^ 
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of the awful day, and are moved to turn to our 
Lord with all our heart, and with every sign of 
penitence and change of life. For, would we 
come before Him, and worship with acceptance, 
we must both outwardly and inwardly, in body 
and soul, accomplish readily by His grace what 
He would have done, in works of justice and 
mercy, and walk humbly with our God; which 
expression, walking with God, speaks the sum of 
all religion, founded in humility, and built up and 
perfected in faith and love, all in and by and for 
Christ, our only Hope I 



*' Hear ye the rod, and Who hath appohited it.**— Micah vi. 9. 

What ? was the promise made to thee alone ? 

Art thou th' excepted one ? 
An heir of glory without grief or pain ? 

O vision false and vain ! 

There lies thy cross ; beneath it meekly bow ; 

It fits thy stature now : 
Who scornful pass it with averted eye, 

'Twill crush them by and by. 

Raise thy repining eyes, and take true measure 

Of thine eternal treasure ; 
The Father of thy Lord can grudge thee nought ; 

The world for thee was bought: 

And as this landscape broad — earth, sea, and sky — 

All centres in thine eye, 
So all God does, if rightly understood, 

Shall work thy final good. 
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Services for the Twenty-first Sunday after Trmty* 

;fll€mins ItHHtm^ Habakkuk ii. 

iCbenins %ziiiinnf Proverbs i. 

i&f\Si\tf Ephesians vi. 10. 

Aoiefpel, St. John iv. 46. 

C|)e Collect. — Grant, we beseech Thee, merci- 
ful Lord, to Thy faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleanseid from all their sins, and 
serve Thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus 
Chrbt our Lord. Amen. 

Being reconciled to God by the blood of His 
Son, we have access to the Divine Majesty with 
confidence, by the faith of Him. Having such an 
High-Priest over the house of God, we are encou- 
raged to come with boldness, that is with freedom, 
and firm though humble trust, to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. Agreeably to this, the 
excellent Collect for this day supplicates for that 
pardon of sins which brings to us present peace of 
conscience, cleansed from sin ; and prays that, for 
the time to come, we may so serve our Lord, 
Whose service is perfect freedom, that we may 
secure the blessed heavenly calm which is the 
earnest of eternal rest and joy, and which Christ, 
Whose purchase it is, has promised to His faith- 
ful servants. 

Meantime our service is military service, en- 
gaged by solemn sacrament (as the soldier's oath 
was wont to be called) to encounter numerous 
foea within and without. We must, therefore, 
put on the whole armour o^ Qo^, XJaaX. ^^ \aa:\ 
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conquer in the strength of Christ, strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might. We must 
be furnished with the sevenfold parts of warlike 
clothing ; the girdle of truth, the breast-plate of 
righteousness, the military shoes, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sharp two- 
edged sword of the Spirit, the Divine Word, con- 
tinual prayer rendering them all firm and divinely 
powerful. 

For, however sometimes weary and like to faint, 
let us pray earnestly to our Saviour, as the noble- 
man in the Aosiptl did for his son at the point of 
death, and without doubt, if we believe firmly. 
He will heal and help us. 

If we be sometimes dismayed by the strength 
of the enemy, and our own great weakness, the 
JHomins HesHliin encourages us to stir up our 
faith, and be enlivened by it, for the proud boast- 
ing of Babylon, the turbulent confusion of the 
wicked world, will be but short ; and faith that 
looks up to God, and stedfastly beholds the eternal 
truth, sees the scene here about to shift, and all 
lying vanities vanishing away before Him Whose 
awful appearance will put the earth to silence, and 
bring His faithful worshippers into the holy temple 
above, the heavenly Jerusalem, the vision and 
enjoyment of peace; where all enemies shall be 
put to eternal silence ; the stunning sound of war 
turned into the joyful shout of victory and the 
song of an everlasting triumph I 

In the lEbtnms %tMon we are led to the work- 
ing of our faith in divine virtue, by the beginning 
of the book of Proverbs, vrhicVi VVi^ OcL^Kt^Njaas^ 
kept as a &t close to her pxo^et \*«sasyBSi' ^^"^ '^^^ 
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practical half of the year, now drawing to its end. 
But in her divine service, of all seasons, faith and 
practice are joined together, the Spirit of Christ 
enlivening and ruling the whole. 



" The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for it ; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry." — Uahakkuk ii. 3. 

The morning mist is clear'd away, 

Yet still the fece of heaven is grey, 
Nor yet th' autumnal breeze has stirr'd the grove ; 

Faded yet full, a paler green 

Skirts soberly the tranquil scene, 
The redbreast warbles round this leafy cove. 

Sweet messenger of calm decay, 

Saluting sorrow as you may, 
As one still.bent to find or make the best, 

In thee and in this quiet mead 

The lesson of sweet peace I read. 
Rather in all to be resigned than blest. 



Services for the Twenty-second Sunday after 

Trinity. 

fRt^Xtm^ ^.tMnxif Proverbs ii. 

(Cbmins Seiefiefon, Proverbs iii. 

(CptieftUy Philippians i. 3. 

doiefpely St. Matthew xviii. 21. 

Ci)t CollfCt. — Lord, we beseech Thee to keep 

Thy household the Church in continual godliness ; 

that through Thy pTolectVoxi \\. ma.^» be free from 

all adversities, and devoxiVX^ ^vjeii V^ ^tn^'Wsw 
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in good works, to the glory of Thy name ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When we pray for the Church, we pray for 
ourselves in particular, as well as for all in gene- 
ral, the good of the whole body being the good of 
each member. For such is the godlike spirit of 
our religion, that it closely links all in one. 

The breaking of this union by schism is one of 
the grossest sins, and as such the Church ranks 
it ; for schism tears and mangles the mystical body 
of Christ, crucifying Him afresh, and putting Him 
to open shame ; hindering the spread of His reli- 
gion where it is not professed, and deadening the 
life and vigour of it where it is. Under this just 
idea, the Collect of this day is presented to tlie 
throne of grace, praying for the preservation of 
the Church and all its members in the doctrine 
and practice which godliness produces. In which 
case, we may rely upon the Divine protection from 
all the snares and assaults of the adversary, and 
feel sure that we shall be strengthened with grace 
constantly to persevere in the Divine service, 
bringing forth those good works, the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, sprinkled 
and perfumed with the incense of His merits, unto 
the glory and praise of God. 

In this we are strongly yet sweetly stirred up 
by the (CpisItU, which breathes the apostolic spirit, 
the true spirit of the Church and of the true 
Churchman ; kindling, in the most moving and 
winning manner, enlightened and well-t€.s8iJa^<i.^ 
love, guarded by sincenV^^^w^xv^vcv^'^^'^'^^^'^' 
est excellency. 

IS. YL 
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This temper of love the Aotfpel also strongly 
enforces ; and awfully warns us against the un-» 
forgiving and selfish disposition which makes the^ 
most unworthy and ungrateful returns to God for*> 
His mercies, while it is cruel and unkind to man^ 

The truly religious spirit is altogether opposite 
to this; that wisdom from above, which the Itiiottii 
for the day so earnestly press upon us, utterly and 
for ever at war with the corrupt deceiving spirit 
of fallen nature ; that true, heavenly wisdom, which 
is first pure, or chaste, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of 
them that make peace (St James iii. 17 ^ 18). 

Happy is the man that findeth this wisdom, and 
that getteth this understanding. He finds a trea- 
sure of infinitely more worth than the whole crea- 
tion. He finds Christ, the very wbdom of the 
Father, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
For He is the animating spirit of these divine pro- 
verbs. Who gives the letter of them life, making 
them truly Christian morality, for a sure rule and 
guide of life, comfort and support in sorrows, light 
in the night of darkness ; the guard and teacher 
of childhood, the faithful warning of thoughtless 
youth, the staff and solace of old age, and life 
eternal in temporal death I Grant us, gracious 
Lord, this understanding, and we shall live I Grant 
us Thyself, our life and our all I 
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Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and 1 forgive 
himr*— 5<. Matt x^u. 21. 

By our own niggard rule we try 

The hope to suppliants given ; 
We ikete out love, as if our eye 

Saw to the end of heaven. 

Yes, ransomed sinner ! would'st thou know 

How often to forgive, 
How dearly to embrace thy foe. 

Look where thou hop'st to live : 

When thou hast told those isles of light, 

And fancied all beyond. 
Whatever owns, in depth or height. 

Creation's wondrous bond ; 

Then in their solemn pageant learn 

Sweet mercy's praise to see : 
Their Lord resigned them all, to earn 

The bliss of pardoning thee. 



Services for the Twenty-third Sunday after 

Trinity. 

jflSomins ^tHHoxi^ Proverbs xi. 

tfbmins %tMnn^ Proverbs xii. 

ttpUltbi Philippians iii. 17* 

6iiKpeI, St Matt. xxii. 15. 

in^f Collect. — O God, our refuge and strength, , 
Who art the author of all godliness ; be ready, we 
beseech Thee, to hear the devout prayers of Thy 
Church; and grant that those things which we 
ask faithfully, we may obtain effectually ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In our present state ot ltvA>^e ^^VasAv^^^^^^"^ 
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shelter against the many arts and assaults of K^ur 
ghostly enemies, and we need ability to perfor/n 
the service towards God which we are bound to, 
copying His likeness in the spirit of love to Him. 
These supplies we fervently beg in the Collect 
for this day, addressing Him not one by one as we 
are alone, but as members linked together in the 
unity of His Church, which is the mystical body 
of His Son its Head, where is the voice which 
speaks and pleads on behalf of the whole body. 
On Him we entirely trust ; and asking for spiritual 
blessings, defence in ghostly danger, and aid in 
the duties of holiness, — blessings which He never 
refuses to grant, if we be disposed to receive 
them, — we faithfully rely upon His favour, which 
flows through the mediation of His Son, in Whom 
He is ever well pleased. 

In the example of His faithful and fervent 
Apostle, we are animated to practise what we 
pray for, following Christ in the steps of His 
blessed saints, which are more level to our imi- 
tation. To such shining patterns if we look, we 
shall keep far away from the broad path in which 
many walk, over whom the Apostle wept, — ^the 
way of the world and the flesh, which leads to the 
devil and death eternal. Whereas Christians, the 
followers of Christ and His saints, although living 
on the earth, are by their Baptism made fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of God's household 
in heaven, which is the true meaning of the words 
rendered " conversation in heaven." To heaven, 
therefore, we ought to be continually advancing, 
having our treasure and hearts there ; looking and 
longing for our Saviour's coming to redeem our 
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bodies from death, and after His merciful sentence 
of approval, translate us in soul and body to reign 
'with Himself in everlasting joy and glory. 

Meantime we must keep constantly upon watch 
and ward, night and day, against the wiles of 
Satan and his instruments, attending to the divine 
wisdom and unconquerable strength of the Cap- 
tain of our salvation. This He manifested in put- 
ting to silence the Pharisees and Herodians when 
they sought to ensnare Him by their questions, as 
we read in this day's dotfpel. 

Looking ever to Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, we shall escape every snare, and 
come off conquerors in every temptation, whether 
of adversity or prosperity, the latter being more 
dangerous than the former. It is not enough that 
we acquit ourselves well in one or another diffi- 
culty ; for although the enemy seem to be baffled, 
and go away, as the Sadducees here did, the Pha- 
risees will soon take their place; one trial beginning 
where another ends. We must therefore prepare 
for the encounter by gaining fresh strength from 
God, and never ungird our armour, but keep 
closely about us the whole armour of God. 

The holy It^^oni for this day furnish us with 
abundance of sacred weapons, from that divine 
armory and storehouse of spiritual strength and 
maxims of divine wisdom, which the Church, in 
her great prudence, reserved to this season, clos- 
ing up with it her practical precepts and ghostly 
counsels. 



K K ^ 
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" Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body, accordhig to the working whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things unto Himsell** — Phii. ILL 21. 

Heavy and dull this frame of limbs and heart, 
Whether slow creeping on cold earth, or, borne 

On lofty steed, or loftier prow, we dart 

O'er wave or field; yet breezes laugh to scorn 

Our puny speed, and birds, and clouds ii) heaven. 
And fish, like living shafts that pierce the main. 

And stars that shoot through frozen air at even — 
Who but would follow, might he break his chain ! 

And thou shalt break it soon; the grovelling worm 
Shall find his wings, and soar as fast and free 

As his transfigur'd Lord, with lightning form 
And snowy vest. Such grace He won for thee, 

When from the grave He sprang at dawn of morn, 
And led through boundless air thy conquering road, 

Leaving a glorious track, where saints new bom 
Might fearless follow to their blest abode. 



Services for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after 

Trinity. 

i&nxnin^ Keiefi^on, Proverbs xiii. 

iEbening iLtiUnxif Proverbs xiv. 

(Spiieftlr, Colossians i. 3. 

&niTft\f St. Matthew ix. 18. 

Ci^e Collect. — O Lord, we beseech Thee, ab- 
solve Thy people from their offences ; that through 
Thy bountiful goodness we may all be delivered 
from the bands of those sins, which by our frailty 
we have committed : grant this, O heavenly Father, 
for Jesus Christ's sake, out \Aea!afe^\.^\^^xASa.- 
foi/r« Amen. 
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The season between Trinity Sunday and Ad- 
vent is dedicated specially to the third part of our 
baptismal vows, the keeping of God's holy will 
and commandments. But, although we had done 
all things that are commanded us, still we must 
profess ourselves unprofitable servants. How 
much more must we be abased and humbled, 
when, with all the helps and means of grace 
afforded us, we have fallen so far short of that 
which it was our duty to do I Such is the frailty 
of our mortal nature, in consequence of our fall in 
Adam, that obedience absolutely perfect is beyond 
our utmost reach. Sincere obedience, such as looks 
to God's glory as its end and aim, and has respect 
to all His commandments, is graciously accepted 
by Him as the condition of oilr salvation. Yet 
still, after our best endeavours, we shall have cause 
to lament our falling short. 

Our appeal, therefore, is to the mercy of God, 
through Christ's infinite merits, which alone we 
can plead, having none of our own. Most wisely, 
therefore, looking back upon this season as it 
draws to its close, this day's Collect is turned 
into a prayer for absolution, imploring pardon 
and release from the sins which proceed from our 
frailty. Presumptuous sins are of another kind, 
and require another kind of repentance and abso- 
lution, in order to their pardon. 

The (£pt£ftUy in warm and moving terms, calls 
our attention to all the holy duties binding on us 
by our profession ; fixing our eye upon the hope 
of our calling, the glorious inheritance of the 
saints in light. For this inheritance we must, by 
God's grace, be made meet, or fit, by faith and 
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love, being fruitful in eveiy good work, increas- 
ing in the knowledge of God more and more, 
abounding in patience and long-suffering, with 
joy fulness. 

The glorious power of God our Saviour, by 
which alone we can attain to such exalted virtue, 
is manifested in the doi^pel, prevailing over dis- 
ease and death, in the case of the woman cured 
by His touch, and the ruler's daughter restored 
to life by His word. This power, when applied 
to our souls, cures the disease which otherwise 
would be hopeless, and by its almighty strength 
raises us from the death of sin unto the life of 
righteousness. 

The holy maxims and rules of this life are 
abundantly laid before us, and pressed upon us 
by powerful motives in the proper Itiiiioni fitted 
for young and old, for every stage, state, and 
condition of life, attending to the early train- 
ing of children, by nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, in the paths of that righteousness which 
gives reviving hope in death itself, only a short, 
sweet sleep, from which the hand and voice of 
Christ shall raise us up to endless joy and glory. 



" The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranser doth not 
intermeddle with its joy "^Proverbs xlv. 10. 

Why should we faint and fear to live alone, 
Since all alone, so Heaven has wiU'd, we die, 
Nor even the tenderest heart, oaOi x\eTt\. o\« o^yv. 
Knows half the reaaons vjViy vie ftxwXe wA %\^"*. 
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And well it is for us our God should feel 
Alone our secret throbbings, so our prayer 

May readier spring to heaven, nor spend its zeal 
On cloud-bom idols of this lower air. 



Thou know'st our bitterness — our joys are Thine,- 
No stranger Thou to all our wanderings wild : 

Nor could we bear to think, how every Ime 
Of us, Thy darkened likeness and defiled. 

Stands in full sunshine of Thy piercing eye. 
But that Thou call'st us brethren : sweet repose 

Is in that word — the Lord Who dwells on high 
Knows all, yet loves us better than He knows. 



Services for the Twenty-fifth Sunday after 
Trinity y the nesct before Advent, 

.^rnmg itsisionf Proverbs xv. 

(Cbming Htffslon, Proverbs xvi. 

CEpiiettU, Jeremiah xxiii. 5. 

Ao^ftlf St. John vi. 5. 

Clje Collect* — Stir up, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, the wills of Thy faithful people ; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may of Thee be plenteously rewarded ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We are now come to the last Sunday of this 
season, — the service of the twenty-fifth, — which 
is always reserved to close it up, whatever may 
be the number of Sundays according to the time 
of Easter. It serves, Indeed, «& «u\vc^8;. Xa ysvssl *^^ 
season which is ending mfti VXvaX ^>dlv:^ Sa ^^'^ 
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to begin, — Christ, the Divine Messiah, Saviour or 
the world, being all in all, first and last, beginning 
and end. 

The season after Trinity is specially dedicated 
to the doctrine of good works, the fruits of faith. 
But although we look upon them separately, for 
better and more accurate learning, we never sepa- 
rate them in the course of the Christian life. 

The Collect for the last Sunday of the season 
agrees with that for the first, confessing the weak- 
ness of fallen nature, and fixing our whole trust 
only in the help of God*s grace, which alone can 
order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men, 
and render them pleasing to God by obedience 
to His commandments. And now, for increasing 
and brightening this principle of obedience, we 
pray that He would rouse our languid and lazy 
wills, and stir them up : as fire is stirred to shake 
off its earthly ashes, that it may bum clear, and 
flame out ; so we, being stirred by the breath of the 
Almighty, the Divine Spirit which He breathes 
upon His Church, may be animated to bring forth 
in abundance those fruits of righteousness, those 
good works according to which, but not for which, 
we shall be proportionably rewarded ; good works . 
being, as it was said in old time, <* the way that 
leads to the kingdom, but not the cause of our 
reigning,'' which He alone of infinite merit is. 
Who is the way, the truth, and the life. In itself 
considered, our righteousness, at best, is but as 
filthy rags. Our true clothing is Christ> Whose 
gracious title, to our great and endless comfort^ 
in the Scripture for the iEpisltle is the IjORD our 

i?/6^/f7£OUSNESS. 
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It is chosen with a particular view to Advent, 
the coming days. *' Behold the days come, saith 
the Lord," — cheered, enlightened, and enlivened 
by the glorious Sun of righteousness, Who feeds 
the hungry famishing soul with miraculous food, 
such as could be dispensed only by that great 
and truly Divine Prophet, Whose coming into the 
world we are about to celebrate in the devotions 
of this holy season now to begin. And this is the 
spiritual meaning of the holy ^oUptU 

That we may be prepared for His coming into 
our hearts to save us by the grace of His first 
Advent, and so be disposed to meet Him undis- 
mayed when He shall come at the last day in 
glorious majesty to judge us, — we shall do well to 
consider and closely treasure up in our hearts 
those maxims of heavenly wisdom which are 
abundantly supplied in the great storehouse of 
it, the inspired book of Proverbs, every sentence 
of which is winged and pointed as a dart to pierce 
and inflame the heart ; inciting us, while we use 
our utmost diligence, to commit our works unto 
the Lord, that so our thoughts, our good desires, 
and purposes of holy living, may be established. 

In this humble confidence, He, Who is the 
strength of all them that put their trust in Him, 
shall now be our shield, and at length our exceed- 
ing great reward. To Whom, Trinity in Unity, 
the sum and centre of eternal rest and boundless 
happiness, be all glory and praise, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Sunday next before Advent. 

(close of the church's year.) 

Too soon the ennobling carols, pour'd 

To hymn the birth-night of the Lord, 

Which duteous Memory should have stored 
For thankful echoing all the year, — 

Too soon those airs have passed away ; 

Nor long within the heart would stay 

The silence of Christ's dying day, 
Profaned by worldly mirth, or scared by worldly fear. 

Some strain of hope and victory 

On Easter wings might lift us high; 

A little while we sought the sky : 
And when the Spirit's beacon-fires 

On every hill began to blaze. 

Lightening the world with glad amaze. 

Who but must kindle while they gaze ! 
But faster than she soars, our earth-bound fancy tires. 

Nor yet for these, nor all the rites 

By which our mother's voice invites. 

Our God to bless our home delights. 
And sweeten every secret tear : 

The funeral dirge, the marriage-vow. 

The hallow'd font where parents bow, 

And now elate and trembling now. 
To the Redeemer's feet their new-found treasures bear : 

Nor for the pastor's gracious arm 
Stretch'd out to bless, a Christian charm 
To dull the shape of worldly harm : 

Nor, sweetest, holiest, best of all. 
For the dear feast of Jesus dying, 
Upon that altar ever lying. 
Where souls with sacred hunger sighing 

Are called to sit and eat, while Angels prostrate fiill : — 

No, not for each and all of these 
Have our frail spirits found their ease. 
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Is it, Christ's light is too divine— 

We dare not hope like Him to shine ? 

But see, around His dazzling shrine 
Earth's gems the fire of heaven have caught ; 

Martyrs and saints — each glorious day 

Dawning in order on our way — 

Remind us how our darksome clay 
May keep th' ethereal warmth our new Creator brought. 

O watch and pray ere Advent dawn ! 

For thinner than the subtlest lawn 

'Twizt thee and death the veil is drawn. 
But Love too late can never glow : 

The scattered fragments Love can glean, 

Refine the dregs, and yield us clean 

To regions where one thought serene 
Breathes sweeter than whole years of sacrifice below. 




L 1. 



The Natural Year, swift shadow of the Sun, 
Wakes from the Earth a chequer*d tapestry, 
To greet his footsteps as he passes on ; 
Snows and bright dews, sweet violets, lilies high. 
Then fields of waving gold, then varied dye 
Of autumn ; but the snow, and violets sweet, 
Lilies, and autumn's wild variety 
And waving com, fast as the sun-beams fleet. 
They bow their head, and die, beneath his hurrying feet. 

Not so the path the holy Church doth tread. 
The Year, that walketh in her light unseen. 
Around its steps awakens from the dead 
Hopes that shall never die. Through the serene 
Of the calm Simday, like an alley green, 
Are seen the eternal towers ; and where lights gild 
Death's twilight portal, us and them between. 
She shews her suffering Lord ; throughout the wild 
Still shews her suffering Lord to her faint wandering child. 
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